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Minutes of the Finance, Property and Employment Committee Meeting on Thursday 
11 July, Workington Town Hall 
 

P N Schofield Ab M Fryer 
Ap A Lawson Ab D Coe 
Ab B Bacon P N Hardy 
P M Heaslip Ap C Armstrong 
P B Reville P R Jones 
Ab B Cannon P H Harrington 

 
F13.27 Apologies 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs A Lawson and C Armstrong. 
 
F13.28 Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest relating to matters on the agenda. 
 
F13.29 Minutes of the Last Meeting 
The minutes of the last meeting on 4 June were affirmed as a true record. 
 
F13.30. Schedule of Payments 
The Schedule of Payments for 14 May to 27 June 2013 was received. It was noted 
that item 41 was on behalf of North Shore Street residents and paid to Harrington 
Residents Association.  
 
Resolved: To note the schedule of payments. 
 
F13.31. Bank Reconciliation Statement 
The committee received the Reconciliation Statement as at 30 June 2013. 
 
Resolved: To note the Reconciliation Statement. 
 
F13.32. Budget Monitoring Statement 
The committee reviewed the Budget Monitoring Statement for 2013 – 2014 to 27 
June 2013. 
 
It was suggested that the Sundry Grants line in the budget be transferred to the 
Culture heading. It was noted that Policy and Resources were currently reviewing the 
council’s grants system and will be proposing changes for the next financial year. 
 
The level of budgeted expenditure for Nature Reserves was queried, particularly 
since Harrington Reservoir Local Nature Reserve may require considerable 
expenditure. It was observed that this was a Borough Council liability, and that 
funding had been allocated by the Borough Council. It was suggested that all the 



town’s Nature Reserves required management plans that were transparent and long 
term. This would make budget allocating for any Town Council contribution clearer. 
The budget line for Community Development was queried. It was suggested this 
might also be used for Youth Democracy, but there were various bodies who might 
be delivering such work. It was noted that the work the Policy and Resources 
Committee was doing on sponsorship and grant funding should fill in more detail 
here. I 
 
It was queried whether the Policy and Resources Committee [properly represented 
the localities of the Town, but it was explained that the P&R committee is made up of 
Committee chairs and so has a Townwide brief. 
 
Resolved: To note the Budget Statement. 
 
F13.33.  Senior Estate Worker 
The clerk reported that he hoped to be able to employ a senior estate worker in 
August. 
 
Resolved: To note the clerk’s report. 
 
F13.34. Other Staffing Issues 
The committee discussed a variety of other employment issues relating to existing 
and future staff.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk assess his probationary period with the Town Mayor and 
report to the next meeting. 
 
Resolved: That the clerk complete his review of the Finance and Administration 
Officer’s Job Description and report back to the next meeting. 
 
Resolved: That the Clerk review the pension arrangements for Town Council staff 
and report back to the next meeting. 
 
F13.35.  Property issues 
The committee received an update from the clerk on the following issues: 
 
a) Town Hall Project 
The Consultants report had been received and circulated to all councillors. It would 
be considered by the Full Council on 14 August. 
 
b) Acquisition of play areas 
Site visits had been arranged but these were poorly attended. The legal process 
would be allowed to take its course. 
 
c) Securing of the allotment estate 
The Clerk was scheduled to meet with officers of Allerdale Borough Council on 12 
August to discuss the process and the extent of individual properties. The situation 
was not clear cut – it is important not to create landlocked plots without access rights. 
It was noted that Allerdale Borough Council were considering incorporating Northside 
Allotments into the Siddick Ponds Nature Reserve. 
 



F13.36. Other issues 
The committee considered several other properties in the town for which the Town 
council could justifiably assume management. These included the Peat memorial in 
Portland Square, the Lamport Fountain and Friar’s Well.  
 
Resolved: The Clerk make inquiries into ownership and report to a future meeting. 
 
There was no further news on the Hugh Barbour  fund.  
 
The issue of the membership of the John Sherwen Charity and the Helena Mary 
Thompson Trust was raised. It was suggested that the Town Council was the legitate 
appointing authority to these bodies. 
 
Resolved: That the clerk make further inquiries and report to a future meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.30pm. 


