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Minutes of a Meeting of Workington Town Council Culture Committee on Monday  

19 May 2014 at 6pm in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 

J Wright chair Present 
N Schofield vice chair Absent 
C Armstrong Present 
P Bales Present 
K Hansen Present 
H Harrington Present 
M Heaslip Present 
G Humes Present 
M Jones Present 
M Rollo Absent 
 

C14.1  Apologies 

No apologies were recieved. 

 

C14.2 Declarations of Interest 

There were none. 

 

C14.3  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

There were no issues from which the press and the public should be excluded. 

 

C14.4  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 10 March 2014 were confirmed as a true record. 

 

C14.5  Christmas Lights 2014 and Winter Festival  

The committee heard that schools would be contacted again this term to remind them of the 

November music festival.  

 

They also heard that Allerdale Borough Council were proposing to hand over control of the 

Christmas festival to Workington Town Council, with support in kind from Cumbria County 

Council. The committee considered this to be a positive step which might deliver a better feeling 

of local involvement. It was noted that the lantern parade from 2013 should be retained. 

 



C14.6  Summer Activities 

The committee received an update from the chair on plans for a series of Family Fun Days over 

the summer. The days would be delivered by South Workington Youth Partnership. 

 

• 2 August Harrington Marina 

• 16 August Moorclose 

• 30 August Vulcans Park 

 

Activities might include face painting, archery, planting, falconry, fantasy film, an Army 

presence. 

 

The sessions would be funded by the town council using underspent resources from the 

previous year. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

C14.7  Remembrance and Commemoration of the outbreak of the First World War 

The committee confirmed the budget allocation of £500 for Armed Forces Day. The clerk 

confirmed a meeting was being arranged to discuss the protocols of Remembrance Day. 

Councillors were concerned that no changes should be made if they were not needed. 

Additional community groups would be invited to play a role, including the RNLI and the 

masons. 

 

It was observed that the recent Allerdale ceremony was not as well attended as perhaps it 

should have been and that this was perhaps due to the perceived restrictions on access to the 

church. 

 

It was noted that the Town Band were making efforts to be available to march this November. 

 

The committee reconsidered the commitment to holding an additional service of Remembrance 

in August to mark the outbreak of the First World War. It was noted that any service would be 

similar in form to the one held recently in St Michael’s, and to the actual service of 

remembrance to be held in November. On this basis the committee agreed to drop the idea of a 

specific additional August service. Instead it was proposed that the Roll of Honour be read or 

commemorated in some way at the November services. 

 

Further discussion surrounded the donation by central Government of a paving slab 

commemorating the awarding of a Victoria Cross to James Alexander Smith in December 1914. 

The slab would be delivered to the borough council in September and the Town Council’s views 



are to be instrumental in choosing an appropriate site. The clerk explained that the Secretary of 

State hoped that the slabs would be placed in ordinary everyday locations, such as where the 

individual recipient had lived. It was explained that James Alexander Smith had lived on the now 

demolished Southey Street in the Marsh, near to the current entrance to the bowling alley. In 

the absence of the actual street, other locations were discussed, including the station, where 

Smith arrived on leave in 1915, to large crowds, or in the town centre, where more people would 

notice.  

 

The location remained undecided and will be considered at a future meeting. 

 

The committee also considered whether it was appropriate to erect a clock in Harrington to 

mark the centenary of the outbreak of the war. The clerk reported that he had discussed a 

suggested site at the foot of Eller Bank with the Highways Network Manager at Cumbria County 

Council. The site was not considered appropriate, and he suggested the council find a building 

which would accommodate the clock. An alternative site was suggested at the foot of Church 

Road by the railway bridge. It was suggested the county council member for Harrington be 

consulted on any suitable siting. Concern was expressed about the liability of ongoing 

maintenance. Cllr Harrington suggested this would be done by Harrington Residents 

Association. 

 

Resolved: To explore proposals to include a narration or similar of the Roll of Honour at the 

November Remembrance service. 

Resolved: To continue feasibility work on the budget and siting of a memorial clock. 

 

C14.8   Twinning 20th Anniversary Festival 

The committee received an update from the chair of the Twinning Association on their 

celebration of 20 years of Twinning with Selm in September 2014. 

 

There will be a Thanksgiving for Peace service at St John’s Church on Sunday 7 September. 

Events were starting to take shape at the Carnegie for the Saturday, which would culminate in 

an opera performance. On the Sunday it was hoped WADAMS dress rehearsal would entertain 

the visiting guests. On the Saturday, Alastair Gray would provide a bus tour of the town. There 

would be an exhibition of the 20 years and a raffle.  

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

C14.9.   Town Centre/Events Officer 

The Town Clerk confirmed that he wished to recruit a Town Centre/Events officer in the very 

near future, subject to accommodation being available. 



 

C14.10.  Other Budget Items 

The committee reviewed it plans to deliver other budgeted items in the coming financial year. 

An outline proposal for £7,500 of the Heritage budget had been received from the Helena 

Thompson Museum for the extension and digitisation of its library. It was suggested that the 

budget might be better deployed towards improving disabled access to the upper floor, however 

it was suggested that the Hugh Barbour Fund might also be deployed for this 

 

Further work with the Helena Thompson Museum was required to work up a formal proposal in 

conjunction with their business plan. 

 

Other projects requiring funding might include the Transport Heritage Museum, though it was 

noted that they were in temporary accommodation at present, so capital work would not be well 

invested. 

 

Other heritage projects should be alerted to the availability of funding to see if they had 

proposals to bring forward. 

 

It was noted that there was £1,200 in the budget to support the Town Band. The clerk would 

approach them to see how the council could assist in their ongoing development. 

 

The budget for Town Centre music would be left for the new Events Officer. 

 

It was suggested the Young People in Sport money might be well spent on a schools football 

tournament. However, this would be for 2015. 

 

It was noted that Mayoral benches were property matters and would be considered in the 

Finance, Property and Employment Committee. 

 

It was noted that Allerdale Borough Council had also earmarked £10,000 for town centre 

development, and were seeking advice from the Town Council on how it might best be spent. 

More information was required before any meaningful thought could be given. 

 

Resolved: To develop a proposal for £7,500 with the Helena Thompson Museum 

Resolved: To ensure other target groups were aware of the council’s funding priorities and 

could bring proposals to the committee. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.34pm. 


