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Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Finance, Property and Employment Committee Meeting on Monday 20 

November 2017, at 6pm in Workington Town Hall 

 

M Bainbridge Apologies 

K Hansen Absent 

M Heaslip Present 

A McGuckin Present 

P McHarry Present 

B Miskelly Present 

J Osborn Present 

B Reville Apologies 

M Rollo Present 

N Schofield (vice chair) Apologies 

J Wright Present 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk 

 

F17.39  Chair 

In the absence of the Vice Chair the committee held a vote for the chair of the meeting. 

 

Resolved: To appoint Cllr B Miskelly to chair the meeting. 

 

F17.40  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs M Bainbridge, B Reville and N Schofield. 

 

F17.41  Declarations of Interest 

No items were declared. 

 

F17.42  Exclusion of Press and Public 

None 

 

F17.43  Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 11 September 2017 were received and affirmed as a true 

record.  

 

F17.44  Schedule of Payments 

The committee considered the Schedule of Payments 1 May to 31 October 2017. A number 

of councillors commented on the presentation of the financial information, it was noted that a 

new system was currently being considered. There was a brief discussion about the 

spending of back lanes and the procedure for adoption. The clerk reported that the liability for 
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Frostoms Road back lane resides with the Town Council and the risk assessment would be 

considered at the forthcoming meeting.  

 

Resolved: To accept the Schedule. 

 

F17.45  Bank Reconciliation Statement 

The committee considered the Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31 October 2017. 

 

Resolved: To accept the Statement. 

 

F17.46  Budget Monitoring Statement 

The committee considered the Budget Monitoring Statement for 2017– 2018 to 31 October 

2017. Councillors reviewed budget underspends of each committee, significant underspends 

were reported for the Accommodation and Town Hall Development budgets. An overspend 

was highlighted on the Promoting Workington budget, it was reported that this had been due 

to a delay in receiving grant funding from Allerdale Borough Council. There was a brief 

discussion about the earmarking of funds to Vulcan Park Development budget. It was noted 

that this would continue due to the delay in the transfer of the park. 

 

Resolved: To accept the Budget Statement. 

 

F17.47  CCLA Investment 

The committee received the investment report from CCLA. The clerk reported that the 

investment was continuing to produce a good return; at approximately 4.5%.  

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

F17.48  General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 

The clerk reported that the new data protection legislation would come into effect in May 

2018, with plans currently underway to ensure compliancy. It was noted that this legislation 

would enhance current data protection regulations and encompass all forms of data including 

that shared electronically. The clerk highlighted that Councillors would need to consider how 

information was collected and stored from constituents, with the opportunity for training to be 

provided in the near future.  

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

F17.49  Finance Management Software 

The Committee received the proposal from the Policy and Resources Committee to allocate 

resources for finance management software from the carried over IT budget. 

 

Resolved: To note the proposal. 

 

F17.50  Budget 2018-19 

The committee reviewed the proposed budget, with possible savings. There was a 

discussion about the current budget processes.  

 

Resolved: To recommend the proposed budget to the Policy and Resources Committee. 
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18:35 Cllr A McGuckin left the meeting. 

 

F17.51  Bankfield, Newlands Lane wall 

The clerk reported that as a result of the recent housing development on Newlands Lane, the 

developer has requested that a section of the current wall is removed for delivery access to 

the site. The advice of specialised solicitors at Hyde Harrington had been sourced, with the 

instruction to devise a solution that will result in no cost or loss of amenity to the Town 

Council.  

 

Resolved: to note the report 

 

F17.52  Workington Town Hall 

The clerk highlighted that there had been a recent review of the fire evacuation and risk 

assessment of the Town Hall. The Borough Council’s Health and Safety Officer underlined 

concerns about the evacuation procedure for the meeting room and Mayors Parlour, with the 

recommendation to remove the wet store. It was reported that discussions with the contractor 

on site suggest that wet store could be enclosed adjacent to the proposed fire exit, with 

appropriate ventilation. There was a brief discussion about he cost incurred to the council for 

the alterations recommended by the landlord.  

 

Resolved:  To note the report. 

 

F17.53  Vulcan Park and Other Play Areas 

The clerk reported that the transfer of the park was in the final stages, with a delay due to a 

query of the ownership of a section of the park by Cumbria County Council. There was a 

discussion about how the transfer could proceed and the ability to resolve the issue at a later 

date. A number of councillors highlighted the need for clarification for this issue. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

Resolved: To contact the executive member at Allerdale Borough Council for clarification of 

the outstanding issues surrounding the transfer of the Vulcan Park.  

 

F17.54  Internal Auditors Report 

The clerk provided the committee with an overview of the internal auditor’s report, which 

commended the Town Council on its true and accurate records. 

 

Resolved:  To note the report 

 

The meeting closed at 18:54 


