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Minutes of the Culture committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm Thursday 4 June 
2015 in the Town Hall, Workington 
 

A McGuckin chair Present 

L Baldry Present 

P Bales Present 

B Cannon Present 

B Dixon Present 

M Heaslip Present 

C Johanssen Present 

K Schofield Apologies 

N Schofield Apologies 

T Wardley Apologies 

C Armstrong (Mayor) Present 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Events Officer 

 

C15.1  Opening remarks 

The Chair thanked his predecessor and outgoing members of the committee for their work in 

the last four years, as well as staff for their more recent contributions. He drew members’ 

attention to suggestion forms, on which they should write two aspirations for the work of the 

committee in the coming 4 years. These suggestions would be recorded by the clerk and 

brought back to the next meeting for consideration. 

 

C15.2.  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs K Schofield, N Schofield and T Wardley. 

 

C15.3.   Declarations of Interest 

Cllr L Baldry observed that she had an ‘other registerable interest’ in Harrington Over 55s Club 

and would not take part in that part of the meeting which discussed them. 

 

C15.4.   Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

No items 



 

C15.5.   Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 16 March 2015. It was noted that the 

resolution in C14.74 appeared to be incomplete. The clerk offered a completed version and with 

this amendment the minutes were affirmed as a true record. 

 

C15.6.  Grants and Funding 

The committee considered a funding proposal for a Community Service Grant from Harrington 

Over 55s Club for £300, to assist in the cost of buying a projector for visiting speakers. This was 

the second submission from the group, but it was noted that the submitted accounts appeared 

still to contain a discrepancy in their maths, albeit a small one.The committee was concerned 

that the group appeared to have a fairly high turnover and was already in receipt of funds from 

elsewhere. After a vote (3 in favour, 4 against) it was considered that no grant would be made 

on this occasion. 

 

Resolved: to not proceed with the grant application. The group may re-apply in 12 months, if 

they wish. 

 

C15.7.  Twinning Association 

The committee considered what an appropriate reporting mechanism for the Twinning 

Association might be, now that the chair of the Twinning Association was no longer a member 

of the council, and therefore of this committee. There was considerable discussion concerning 

the origin of the Twinning Association, and its need to be separate from the Town Council. It 

was also observed that the Town Council as a local authority in its own right should have 

municipal links with the two twin towns. 

 

Resolved: To review the Twinning Charters and the constitution of the Twinning Association at 

the next meeting, to assess an appropriate reporting measure. 

Resolved: To instruct officers to take a role in liaison with the municipal authorities of the twin 

towns. 

 

C15.8.  Christmas Lights 2015 and Winter Festival 

The Events Officer updated the committee on preparations for the Christmas lights switch on 

and winter festival 2015. This included Soundwave working with schools to create a choir for the 

headline act. A meeting with the Town Centre Manager had been arranged for next week. Local 

acts would form the majority of the entertainment offering. 

 

There was some discussion of the previous custom of convening at the Theatre Royal, prior to 

the switch on, and that the Playgoers were apparently keen for this to be reinstated. 



It was noted that the installation hole for the Town Hall Christmas tree was now in a numbered 

parking bay (31) belonging to a tenant in the Town Hall, and this would require some thought 

before putting the tree back in place next year. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

Resolved: To liaise with the Playgoers over the possibility of a reception prior to the lantern 

parade. 

Resolved: To review the location of the Town Hall Christmas tree. 

 

C15.9.  Heritage institutions 

a) The committee considered the appointment of councillors to the Helena Thompson liaison 

group. This group oversees the town council’s grant to the HTM, liaising over the progress of its 

expenditure and reporting back to this committee on progress made at the museum. 

 

Resolved: That the chair, Events Officer and Cllr P Bales be the new liaison group. 

 

b) The Events Officer reported on another initiative discussed at a previous meeting -  an oral 

history project. She circulated a proposal from Jenn Mattinson to work on a project with former 

steel workers. Councillors took away the details for consideration at their next meeting  

 

Resolved: To consider the proposal for an oral history project at the next meeting. 

 

C15.10  Mineworkers memorial 

Councillors considered the possibility of using Jane Pit as a backdrop for some form of 

mineworkers’ memorial, initially as a part of the heritage budget. 

. 

Resolved: Officers to work up a proposal for a subsequent meeting. 

 

C15.11. Culture Programme 2015-16 

The committee received a brief update on plans to deliver other elements of the Culture 

programme for 2015-16. The idea for the ‘Significant Festival budget, considered by the 

committee at its last meeting, was to prepare a number of themes and venues that might 

coalesce into the programme for a Paint the Town Red Festival in 2016. In addition the 

Programme included the Youth Sport Family Fun Days (Youth Engagement in Sport budget), 

arranged for Harrington, Moorclose and Vulcans Park over the summer in conjunction with 

South Workington Youth Partnership, and Music in the Hub (Town Centre Music budget). 

 

The Workington in Bloom Family Garden Day would be held in the town centre on 13 June. 

Bringing in partners it would highlight garden and growing themes, and offer a chance for arts 



and crafts, painting and planting. The budget was £1,500, though the costs were currently 

closer to £900. 

 

The Big Lunch is two events – one in Salterbeck on 8 June, the other in Westfield/Moss Bay on 

20 June. The committee was asked to sanction a budget of up to £1,000 for these two events, 

to be allocated as required. It was understood that the Moss Bay event may require more 

support as it was at a church hall rather than in the Oval Centre with its additional staff and 

resources. 

 

A proposal for an access to Opera project in Moorclose was being developed in conjunction 

with Rosehill Theatre. This would match fund £5,000 from the Town Council with £8,000 from 

other sources. It was noted that Workington should be able to deliver such a programme from 

resources closer to home, and this should be investigated for future years, especially linking 

with the Carnegie. 

 

In September, it was proposed to bring the Illyria Theatre Company to Vulcans Park for a 

performance of the Sorcerer’s Apprentice. This would cost around £3,100. The Carlisle 

Photography Festival would be organising a cadet festival in Workington (they had also 

considered Whitehaven). It would include photographic workshops in a disused shop space, 

street photography exhibitions and other events. It will cost around £1,750. With a contingency 

retained of £1,000, the total budget for this year is nominally underspent by around £1,600 

(£2,600 with contingency).  

 

Resolved: To note the report and approve budget allocations as listed, with attendant provisos 

and to retain the underspend for review later in the year. 

 

C15.12.  Town Centre Music 

The Events Officer distributed the fliers and programme for the Town Centre Music programme, 

which put artists in the town centre every Saturday  from 11 July to 19 September, with 

additional funds available to  support Christmas and subsequent days as required. 

 

Resolved: To note this budgeted expenditure.  

 

C15.13 . Appointment of a Vice Chair 

The committee considered the appointment of a vice chair. Cllr Cannon was nominated. 

 

Resolved: To appoint Cllr Cannon as Vice chair of the committee. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.20pm. 


