
 

 

Workington Town Council 
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Culture Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm Tuesday 17 July 

2018 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

J Wright (chair) Present 

M Bainbridge Apologies 

M Heaslip Present 

H Harrington Present 

J Holliday Absent 

A McGuckin (vice chair) Present* 

B Miskelly Present 

J Osborn Absent 

M Rollo Present* 

M Suddart Present 

B Cannon (Mayor) Not present, apologies 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Events Officer 

 

C18.12  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs M Bainbridge and the Mayor, Cllr B 

Cannon. 

 

C18.13  Declarations of Interest 

None 

 

C18.14  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 

Act 1960) 

No issues. 

 

C18.15  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 22 May 2018, and affirmed them as a 

true record.  

 

C18.16  World Cup 2018 

The Committee noted a report from the Clerk that he had been asked to facilitate a 

delegated decision to spend money from the Sport budget to enable the Town Council to co-

fund the screening of the FIFA World Cup Semi-Final between England and Croatia on 

Weds 11 July. Because the chair was unavailable and the Vice Chair of the Committee was 

connected with one of the suppliers for the event, the decision to commit at least £1,000 was 

made following consultation with members of the Policy and Resources Committee and 

actioned through the Mayor. The Council had also been asked to support a further remaining 



 

 

half of the total cost of the event, which was now before the Committee for consideration. 

The event was considered a success with over 1,700 people attending for free on the 

Cloffocks. It was run by Borough Council officers with support from Town Council staff and 

councillors and was branded effectively as a co-hosted event. Feedback had been good, 

with a few pointers for future events of this nature. The Committee noted that England would 

be hoping to appear in the UEFA Euro 2020 Championship finals, and a similar event or 

events might be organised then. It was also further noted that the FIFA World Cup in 2022 

coincided with the Christmas festival, so there may be further opportunities. In the meantime, 

it had been established that the field on Griffin St, between the car parks and the Leisure 

Centre, bounded by the beck, the car park and the road, makes an excellent venue for 

outdoor performance 

 

Resolved: To note the existing agreement of £1,000 support for the Wednesday event. 

Resolved: To confirm additional support for this event for half the cost, subject to receipts, 

for up to an additional £3,000 (making a total allowance from the Sports budget of £4,000). 

 

C18.17  Eppie Gibson 

The committee heard that the widow of Eppie Gibson had asked for a plaque to be erected 

in the town centre in memory of her late husband. There was some confusion as to why the 

town council had been sent this request from Allerdale Borough Council. However, the 

committee heard that Mrs Gibson was willing to pay for a plaque, and was seeking support 

for the idea. 

 

Resolved: To support the idea of Mrs Gibson’s plaque being erected in the Town Centre – 

the preferred site was by the Coastline. The Town Council would be happy to pay for 

installation and subsequent adoption. The Town Clerk should carry this forward with the 

landowner. 

 

C18.18  Town Centre Music 

The Events Officer reported on the programme of Town Centre music, which the council 

funded under the Hub. The aim of the programme has been to boost town centre vitality – 

ensuring that on summer weekends and at other times of the year, there is always 

‘something going on’. However, it has become apparent that although the programme is 

successful in showcasing local talent, it is also time-consuming for staff. Each Saturday 

performance usually requires 3 hours of staff time to supervise, there being no Town Centre 

management in place at weekends to whom this can be entrusted. There continued to be 

service problems using the Hub, with the power supply under one of the benches being a 

particular cause for concern. The problem of overplaying background music from the Hub’s 

own PA system is now less of an issue, though this does seem to continue to be playing 

loud musak-style mall music. The Committee had a number of concerns about the 

programme. From a public relations point of view, they were worried that the public could not 

identify which Hub events were promoted by whom. A recent ‘Chilli Festival’ had attracted 

some criticism for its timing –it coincided with Armed Forces Day – but this had been 

organised by Allerdale Borough Council, who as landlords of the Shopping Centre and 

owners of the Hub are responsible for coordinating events there. There was also concern 

about the role of Scoop AM, the Shopping Centre leaseholders, and how involved they were 

in scheduling and funding events in the town centre. It was noted that the programme for 

2018 was already booked and was being promoted, but if the Committee was minded to 



 

 

discontinue the programme for 2019, it could make the decision at its November budget 

meeting. 

 

Resolved: That the Town Clerk writes to Kevin Kerrigan at Allerdale Borough Council, 

whose role includes tourism promotion and planning, outlining the Council’s concerns about 

the management of the Hub’s performance space, and asking for more coordination of 

activities. 

 

C18.19. Culture Programme 2018-19 

The Events Officer reported that around 780 people had attended Romeo & Juliet in Hall 

Park and the feedback was very good. She informed the committee that the Oddsocks 

Theatre Company were touring A Midsummer Night’s Dream in 2019, and asked if she 

should book them provisionally. There was some discussion about whether a charity hat 

should be passed around on the night, and it was felt that this might feel inappropriate, but 

collecting tins should be more widely available for the Mayor’s Charity. The Committee 

passed on its thanks to officers for their work in delivering such a successful event with a 

growing reputation.  

 

The Events Officer reminded councillors about the forthcoming Harrington Kite Festival, over 

two days in the middle of August, and about the Family Fun Days in Harrington, Moss Bay 

and Vulcan Park over the summer holidays. 

 

Resolved: To make a provisional booking for A Midsummer Night’s Dream in Hall Park in 

2019 

Resolved: To explore the possibilities of sponsorship for the 2019 Shakespeare 

performance. 

 

C18.20. Remembrance 2018 

The Event Officer reported on the work of the Remembrance liaison group to coordinate 

plans for the commemoration of the Centenary of the 1918 Armistice. It was stressed that 

this groups role was a coordinating one, and not a decision making one. There were a 

number of ideas which had come forward for further public memorials and the Committee 

discussed how such ideas might be taken forward. It was noted that the Council did not want 

to create another war memorial, but that it was interested in coordinating efforts to mark the 

centenary in several way, some of which might involve a public monument of some 

description, whether a physical statue, stained glass window, wall of names etc. It was noted 

that the Cenotaph in Workington needs protecting as the focal point for the town’s 

Remembrance. There was some concern about what Allerdale Borough Council may be 

doing to mark the occasion. There was also concern expressed about the existing War 

Memorial in Holy Trinity, West Seaton church at Northside, which was being 

decommissioned. It was felt that the memorial should be moved to St Michael’s as the parish 

church of the Town. There was some discussion about the success of the ‘Silent Soldier’ 

installations at Harrington and Vulcans Lane. Further installations could be made at Moss 

Bay (by the Ranch), at Workington Railway Station, and perhaps somewhere on the A66 or 

Ramsay Brow/Washington Street. Could one be placed on the Column? Officers would 

investigate.  

 



 

 

Resolved: To contact Allerdale Borough Council to confirm whether they had any plans to 

mark the centenary in Workington. 

 

Resolved: To contact the Diocese to confirm their plans for the transfer of Holy Trinity, West 

Seaton’s war memorial to another location. 

 

Resolved: To acquire further Silent Soldiers. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

C18.21.  Tour of Britain 

The Committee welcomed the decision to route the 2018 Tour of Britain through Workington. 

Stage Six of the Tour (Barrow to Whinlatter, 7 September 2018) will descend from Lillyhall to 

Castle Gardens, then down High Street and Guard Street to Washington Street, continuing 

down Jane Street, Oxford Street and Station Road before turning north to pass the Green 

and cross Northside Bridge. From here it will head east along the north bank of the river 

towards Workington Bridge, heading up Calva Brow towards Seaton. The Workington 

section is expected to last around 10-12 minutes.  

 

The council considered a number of suggestions on how to maximise the impact of the visit, 

from large land sculptures, to individual school flags. It was suggested that the best way to 

make the most of the opportunity was to enthuse young people to take up safe cycling. 

 

Resolved: To ensure the town hall was sufficiently dressed in yellow and that offers of 

yellow flags were made to the town’s schools. 

 

Resolved: To investigate the possibility of supporting the Bikeability schemes across the 

town, emphasising increasing inclusive access. 

 

Resolved:  

 

C18.22. Jane Pit Miners Memorial 

The Clerk reported that the Events Assistant had agreed to pick up sme of the administrative 

tasks associated with the Lottery bid for a miners’ memorial. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

C18.23.  Twinning Association 

It was noted that there were 71 people expected at the forthcoming International Camp at 

Branthwaite, with young people from Selm and Val de Reiul joining with scouts from 

Harrington for three days of outdoor activities. The Committee also heard that the Twinning 

trip to Germany in 2019 would be in February to coincide with the Carnegie Singers 45th 

Anniversary visit and concert. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 19:19 


