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Workington Town Council 
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm on 

24 May 2018 in Town Hall, Workington 

 

D Rollo (Chair)  Present 

A Bales Present 

B Cannon (Mayor) Present 

D Cashman Apologies 

B Dixon Present 

H Harrington Present 

J Holliday Absent 

P McHarry Apologies 

B Miskelly Present 

J Osborn Present 

B Reville Present 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk 

 

E18.1  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr D Cashman and Cllr P McHarry. 

 

E18.2  Declarations of Interest 

None 

 

E18.3  Exclusion of Press and Public 

No issues. 

 

E18.4   Minutes of the last meeting 

A Councillor raised a query about the nature of the allotment growing competition. He 

did not believe the committee had intended the competition to for allotment holders 

only (draft Minute E17.74). The chair sought clarity on the issue and the committee 

affirmed that the competition was meant to be open to all. With this amendment, the 

minutes of the meeting on 22 March 2018 were affirmed as a true record.  

 

E18.5  Allotment Development 

The committee considered a report from the Clerk which included a recommendation 

that the water supply to Northside allotments be disconnected due to misuse, 

resulting in excessive costs to the council, exceeding £2,300 in the previous 15 

months. Soil survey results were also awaited for the derelict areas of the site, after 

which a decision on the sites long term future could be made. The committee 

considered what the allotment development priorities should be going forward, and it 

was agreed that these should reflect the needs of tenants for security and access, as 

well as bringing disused plots on the core sites back into use. 
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Resolved: To disconnect the water supply to Northside allotments, having first of all 

secured rainwater catchment for gardening tenants on the site. 

 

Resolved: To hold a a meeting of allotment tenants on Wednesday 11 July, time and 

venue to be confirmed. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

E18.6   Workington in Bloom 

The Chair reported that the in Bloom  working group had been looking at suitable 

routes across town to take the judges and had encountered a number of problems 

with a lack of maintenance of public areas. Of particular concern was the quay, 

where the council had supported a new planting regime in 2017, but which now had 

been allowed to develop weeds and look grotty. Other members confirmed there 

appeared to have been grounds maintenance issues across the town and the Clerk 

affirmed that he understood that the Borough Council were aware of issues with their 

contractor. Specifically on the quay, it was unclear who was able to carry out work on 

this land as it did not fall under the Borough’s GM regime, being land owned by 

Cumbria County Council.  

 

Resolved: To ensure that the Quay was tidied up effectively either by direct actions 

from the Town Council estate team, volunteers or through a contractor, having 

secured the necessary permission to act. A budget line would be identified, once a 

method had been agreed. 

 

E18.7  Play Area Development 

The Clerk reported that the Moss Bay Active Zone was scheduled for completion by 

the end of the week, which meant it could be formally opened on the evening of 29 

May at 5pm. South Workington Youth Partnership members would be in attendance 

alongside the Mayor. Action to restore Cusack Crescent play area were ongoing and 

quotes had been received for remedial work at Ashfield Road South and Northside. 

The committee reviewed the Independent Inspector’s reports for the play areas, 

noting that immediate action was required on two Borough Council owned sites. The 

Clerk agreed that he would address these and bring a proposal for remediation back 

to the next meeting, along with an agreement for bin emptying from the Borough 

Council, as this had caused some recent concern. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

E18.8  Vulcan Park 

The Clerk confirmed that all contracts for the transfer of Vulcan Park, Newlands Lane  

extension and Harrington Marina Play Area had now been agreed and were awaiting 

preparation for completion in the next week or so. The Clerk then presented a report 

from the Estate Team Leader on the provision of waste bins in Vulcan Park. This 

made a recommendation that the council consider the provision of glass fibre bins to 

replace the steel ones. These were lighter to handle, and had better weather 

resistant properties than the steel or cast iron versions. Councillors did not like the 

recycled plastic or concrete style previously considered. 
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Resolved: To procure 15 of the Wybone glass fibre bins in dark blue and gold with 

the town crest, at a cost of £5,654. Replacement noticeboards should be sought in 

the same colour scheme. 

 

E18.9  Bus Shelters 

The Committee considered a report from the Clerk recommending that the council 

continue to maintain the bus shelters on Derwent Howe, having taken them on 

initially for a 12-month trial period. It went on to consider bus shelters across the 

town. It was noted that many town and parish councils manage bus shelters and that 

Workington was unusual in so far as they had remained with the Borough Council 

after the Town Council’s creation in 1983. The committee noted that the council had 

previously been antipathetic towards adoption of shelters, but that this attitude had 

softened since the Derwent Howe shelters were taken on in 2016. It was further 

noted that the Derwent Howe shelters had been paid for Cumbria County Council. It 

was suggested that bus shelters were an important service for bus users, and should 

be viewed like back lanes, as another element of the town’s infrastructure which the 

town council should step up to taking responsibility for renovating. 

 

Resolved: That the Town Council continue to manage the bus shelters on Derwent 

Howe for the foreseeable future. 

 

Resolved: For the Clerk to come back to the Committee with a report on bus shelter 

provision across the town and the indicative costs for a rolling programme of 

replacement and renewal. 

 

E18.10  Disused Phone Boxes 

The committee considered a suggestion from the Chair that many of the town’s 

disused phone boxes were now an eyesore and should be removed by their owners. 

Phone boxes that were still in use appeared to be being used by drug dealers, and 

this should be addressed. 

 

Resolved: That the Clerk map and record the condition of a range of phone boxes 

across the town and bring pressure to bear on BT or whomsoever currently owns 

them, to remove them. Advice should be sought from Borough Council officers on the 

legal position.  

 

The meeting closed at 19:10 


