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Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm on 

15 September 2015 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

D Rollo (Chair)  Present 

C Johanssen Present 

F Johnston Present* 

A Lawson Present 

P McHarry Present 

B Miskelly Present 

V Morgan Present 

J Osborn Absent 

B Reville Present 

T Wardley Apologies 

 

* arrived late 

In attendance: Town Clerk 

 

E15.23  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs T Wardley and F Johnston (for 

arriving late). 

 

E15.24  Declarations of Interest 

No additional interests to those previously declared.  

 

E15.25  Exclusion of Press and Public 

No issues 

 

E15.26  Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 14 July 2015 were affirmed as a true record. Minutes 

of the joint meeting with the Planning Committee on 16 July were noted. 

 

E15.27  Workington Nature Partnership 

A partnership meeting was planned for later in the month, or early October, and there 

was nothing further to report at this time. 

 

E15.28  Nature Reserves and Nature Areas Expenditure 

The committee considered a report on the progress of expenditure plans for the 

Nature Reserves budget and historic surplus. There was discussion as to why 



Harrington station appeared in the proposals. The clerk explained that this was in 

response to requests from the residents association. It was suggested that St John’s 

Church should be omitted, in favour of asking them to submit a grant application. It 

was noted that Community Payback should be used when possible. There was some 

discussion about Salterbeck Reservoir and it was suggested that the Borough 

Council’s Parks and Open Spaces officer be contacted to seek confirmation of the re-

instatement of the path, currently damaged and taped off. 

 

Resolved: To make the following expenditure recommendations for the current 

financial year: 

 

Budget 

Harrington Res desilting project 5000 

Harrington Res benches 1500 

Harrington harbour benches 1000 

Mountain View ecological survey 1500 

Moss Bay ecological survey 1500 

Town-wide ecological survey 4000 

Planting incredible edibles 2000 

New signage 3500 

New fencing/tree work Mountain View 3000 

Bankfield signage/benches etc 1000 

  

Contingency 2847 

Total 26,847 

  
 

Cllr Johnston arrived (6.14pm). 

 

E15.29   Moss Bay Nature Area Community Asset Transfer 

The clerk reported that this project would hopefully be approved by Cumbria County 

Council cabinet at their next or subsequent meeting. 

 

E15.30  Workington in Bloom 

The committee considered the progress of the new arrangements for Workington in 

Bloom. Many felt that the town centre had looked lovely and that the programme 

showed off the town’s vibrancy. It was noted however that there was no evidence 

available showing a link between In Bloom and visitor numbers. The total In Bloom 

expenditure for 2015 (excluding staffing costs) was £15,871. 

 



Resolved: To recommend that the council continues to support the In Bloom process 

through an active Working Group reporting to the Environment Committee. 

 

E15.31. Hanging Baskets Competition 

The clerk reported that the In Bloom Working Group had recommended four 

recipients for the Hanging Basket Competition, but required committee approval for 

the prizes of £100 (three lots) and the trophy. It was further suggested that a future 

prize be given to a school growing competition. 

 

Resolved: To approve the prize money (to come from the Nature Reserves 

contingency).  

Resolved: To extend the competition to schools for 2016. 

 

E15.32.  Back Lanes 

The clerk reported that he was awaiting further advice from Cumbria County 

Council’s highways team, following their discussions in August. 

 

E15.33. Play Areas Development 

The committee considered the progress being made towards delivering the council’s 

policies on Play Areas across the town. The clerk reported that he had received a 

petition with 129 unverified names from Cllr Stoddart, purporting to support the 

installation of a play area opposite 32 Bowness Court in Moorclose. It was observed 

that this site did not fulfil the criteria the council had set concerning easy oversight 

from a road. This would mean that it would score badly when compared with other 

sites in the area. It was noted that the research by Derwent & Solway officers over 

the summer had not yet been reported and that any decision on siting should await 

that information. 

 

Resolved: That the clerk pursue this matter with Derwent and Solway. 

 

There was some discussion about the progress towards a Westfield site, though this 

would now await the outcome of negotiations over the playing field generally. The 

site at the Oval could be brought forward in the meantime. Anti-social behaviour on 

Walker Road was discussed, and this may be helped by the installation of a new sign 

explaining that the site is for the Under 8s. There was further discussion of the 

rundown play areas in Frostoms and Northside and absent from St Michael’s.  

 



Resolved: To install an additional notice at Walker Road concerning the suitability of 

the site for the under 8s. 

Resolved: To discuss these matters with the relevant housing associations and bring 

forward proposals to a subsequent meeting. 

 

E15.34  Workington Academy School Path  

The committee heard from Cllr McHarry on his progress with Cumbria County 

Council concerning the loss of amenity at the academy site with the closure of the 

path from High Street. He reported that county officers had replied that as they were 

not now the landowners, any issues should be taken up with the academy trust. 

 

Resolved: That the Clerk now pursue this with the Academy Trust. 

 

E15.35.  Rosemary Lane 

The committee considered reports that gate posts had been installed on Rosemary 

Lane, with the implication that the lane might be blocked by an adjacent landowner. 

The committee were satisfied that this was a traditional right of way, though it did not 

appear on the definitive map. 

 

Resolved: To take steps through Cumbria County Council to have the lane 

dedicated as a right of way. 

 

E15.36.  Other Environmental Issues 

A councillor raised the problem of the ‘Back Line’ between Salterbeck and Westfield 

becoming blocked with weeds. The clerk explained that this was the protected route -

of a Workington Southern Relief Road, and so it was unlikely that it could be adopted 

as a right of way. However, it is county council-owned land and clearly has local 

amenity value as a pedestrian route. 

 

Resolved: That the clerk takes this up with Cumbria County Council and reports to a 

subsequent meeting. 

 

There was some discussion of the possibilities of holding a local produce show in the 

park. 

Resolved: To suggest this is taken up by the Culture Committee. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.27pm 


