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Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council  

24 September 2013 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

C Armstrong Present 

W Bacon Vice chair Apologies 

J Bracken Absent 

D Coe Chair Present 

M Fryer Absent 

N Hardy Absent 

E Johnsen Present 

A Lawson Present 

B Miskelly Absent 

W Reville Present 

M Jones  Present 

 

E13.23  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr W Bacon 

 

E13.24. Declarations of Interest 

There were no additional declarations of interest 

 

E13.25 Exclusion of Press and Public 

There were no issues warranting the exclusion of the public. 

 

E13. 26. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 16 July 2013 were affirmed as a true record. 

 

E13.27  Play Areas 

The committee considered options for play equipment on the sites at Siddick, 

Newlands Lane and Brewery House. 

 

It noted that there was a public consultation currently running on the website and this 

would be backed up by a questionnaire in the localities. The main issue for a decision 

was the configuration of play equipment. 

 



 

Considering a choice of equipment to site on the play areas, the committee felt that a 

local choice should be given at Newlands Lane between the Play and Leisure ‘Cross 

Fell’ and ‘Ben Lomond’, and between the ‘SMP mini’ or ‘Miss Muffett’ bridge. 

 

Resolved: To locate the larger multi-play unit at Newlands Lane, a smaller piece at 

Brewery House and to remove the largest piece from Siddick. 

 

Resolved: To conclude the consultation and inform Allerdale of the results. 

 

E13.28. Back Lanes Current 

The committee noted that the work was largely complete at Harrington Road and 

Frostoms, save for some wall finishing at the back of New Grove. 

 

E13.29.  Back Lanes Plans 

The clerk reported that he had been instructed by Policy and Resources to go back 

to regeneration partners to seek additional sources of funding for back lanes, as the 

council could not be expected to shoulder the entire remaining burden alone. 

 

Resolved: To await the outcome of such discussions before making further plans. 

 

E13.30.  Workington in Bloom 

a) The Chair of Workington In Bloom reported that the town had received a Silver 

Award and second place. The score was 70%. Horticulture had been disappointing, 

with only 66/100. The take up from businesses had been highlighted as a particular 

area for improvement. 

 

Environment had scored 32/50 with a number of projects singled out for praise. The 

Community category had been the best with 44/50 and the suggestion that 

Workington could teach others how to do it. 

 

There had been some confusion with groups over invites to the Awards Ceremony, 

and there had been some discussion of the relative benefits of entry. On balance 

though the cumulative impact of providing a focus for improving the town was 

considered beneficial. Next year there would be scope to focus on other areas, 

particularly the harbour. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 



 

b) The committee considered membership and chairmanship of the sub-committee. 

Cllr M Jones accepted a nomination to continue as chair. There were no other 

nominations.  

Resolved:  Cllr M Jones to Chair Workington in Bloom sub-committee for 2013-14. 

Resolved: to invite other members of the committee to stay in place, but if they 

preferred to drop out then others to be encouraged to come forward. 

 

c) The committee considered the proposals for a winter planting scheme on the 

Mandelion flower bed. 

It was noted that a quote had been received from ISS for the work, but that other 

parties had not been approached. 

 

Resolved: To approach West House for a quote on the same work, and for the clerk 

to proceed based on his evaluation of best value. If the ISS quote was to be 

accepted then Violas should be chosen as the preferred species. 

 

E13.31 Gardens Competition 

The Chair of Workington in Bloom reported that only 9 entries had been received in 

2013, compared with 20 the previous year. The method of promotion had altered with 

a change from the expensive insert in the Gazette to a cheaper cut out advert in the 

Times and Star. There was some discussion as to the relative value of the 

competition.  

 

Resolved: To persevere for another year with the competition, but in 2014 to try a 

variety of different media to promote it, including YouTube and other social media. 

 

E13. 32. Workington Nature Partnership 

The committee considered the proposal for the establishment of a Workington Nature 

Partnership to oversee the work of a worker. The committee also considered the Job 

Description for the worker.  

 

It was queried whether the role described was not sufficiently focussed, but it was 

noted that a broad spectrum of duties allowed greater flexibility in the worker’s role. 

 

It was noted that the worker would report to the Partnership Committee which would 

consist of the Allerdale Portfolio holder and this committee. It was proposed that 



Allerdale would be the host council and that the line management process would go 

through Allerdale to the committee. 

 

It was suggested that Cumbria County Council might be interested in joining the 

partnership in due course. 

 

Resolved: To recommend creation of the partnership and employment of a member 

of staff to Full Council 

 

E13.33 Budget for 2013-14 

The committee considered the budget allocations for 2013-14 and recommended the 

following to the Policy and Resources Committee. 

 

Workington in Bloom activities  

For planting and maintenance 

£11,000 

Workington in Bloom Development 

For discretionary grants for community groups 

£5,000 

Workington Nature Partnership 

For the employment of an officer to support the work in the Nature Reserves and 

other natural areas of the town. 

£20,000  

Also carry forward any previous underspends for capital works on the Nature 

Reserves and other nature areas in the town 

Parks and Play Areas 

£20,000 

Also carry forward any previous underspends for capital works on the parks and play 

areas. 

Back Lanes 

For the capital work on environmental improvement, to be added to the ongoing 

accumulation. 

£15,000 

 

The meeting ended at 7.39pm. 


