
Workington Town Council 
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: workingtontowncouncil@allerdale.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.com 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council Allotments Committee held 

at 10am Thursday 18 June 2015 in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 

C Armstrong (chair) Present 

A Bales Present 

P Bales Present 

B Cannon Present 

C Johanssen Present 

B Miskelly Present 

V Morgan Present 

K Schofield Present 

(Vacancy)  

(Vacancy)  

  

 

In attendance: Town Clerk. 

 

Public Participation 

Four members of the public were present. 

 

It was reported that there was a problem with the locks on the gates at the Soapery. There had 

been some ill feeling, but this may now be resolved. 

 

A severe problem with pigeons had been reported at Newlands Lane. It was suggested that 

pest control might be effected through use of a marksman. One had been in conversation with 

tenants and offered his services for free. The council were requested to look into pest control 

options for the next meeting. 

 

There was some discussion about unlet sites and how to get them into cultivation faster. It was 

also noted that some tenants were not cultivating their plots effectively and weeds were 

spreading. The clerk expressed the hope that tenants would show each other respect, but that 

the estates team would work harder to identify failing plots, and get notices out sooner so that 

damage to neighbouring plots could be minimised. 

 

 

A15.1 Apologies 

There were no apologies received.  

 

A15.2  Declarations of Interest 

There were no further declarations 

 

A15.3  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) 

None 



 

A15.4  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 26 March 2015. 

 

Resolved: To affirm them as a true record. 

 

A15.5. Fencing 

The clerk reported that he had received a quote for £16,420 for a replacement fence around 

Park Lane allotments. The new fence would be over 2m, so planning consent would be 

required. The existing fence was proving too easy to cross and had some particularly weak 

spots. It was queried whether the cost could be justified, but it was noted that there had been 

little other investment in the site by the town council over the years, and this would help security 

considerably. 

 

Resolved: To begin the planning process to replace the fencing and to order new fencing 

subject to proper procurement practice. 

 

A15.6 Longer Term Occupancy of the Allotment Estate 

The clerk explained the layout and policies for the new sites at Rosehill and Siddick. He outlined 

a plan for use of the grassy area at Mountain View for a new growing site, which was currently 

still Borough Council land. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

Resolved: To progress the Mountain View site. 

 

A15.7.   Allotment Contracts for 2015-16 

The committee considered the rental values for the coming year. It was proposed that the rents 

were increased by 1 per cent. In a vote the committee decided against this (5 votes to 4). 

 

Resolved: Not to increase allotment rents for the coming year (2015-16). 

 

 

A15.8  Workington Local Food Project 

The committee heard that the WLFP was putting a successful programme of events around 

cooking, but that growing food on the Project’s two sites seemed to be more of a problem. 

There seemed to be several unused plots and what was being grown did not appear to be of a 

particularly high standard. It was noted that any project relying on growing things was going to 

be challenged by the vagaries of soil, climate and community capacity, but that the gardening 

aspect of the project required more support if it was to survive. It was further noted that the 

Town council had agreed to assist in letting the sites, and maybe this would help productivity.  

 

Resolved: To ask the Project Officer, Gordon Henry, to attend the next meeting of the 

committee to explain its next steps. 

 

A15.9.   Site Development Northside 



The Committee looked at the first draft masterplan for Siddick’s lower pond, which included a 

remodelled allotment area. They added comments which included redrawing the northern 

boundary of the site, to create a community orchard or similar to the north of the existing access 

track, and pegging the eastern boundary back further from the pond and Ling Beck. 

 

The plan of the whole site would be taken to Northside residents in August, with Groundwork 

also consulting on the specifica changes to the allotment plots at the same time. 

 

Resolved: To feed these comments back to GroundWork NE and Cumbria and ABC to filter in 

to the next outline plan of the site. 

 

A15.10  Site Development Siddick 

The clerk reported that the Siddick site had been remapped and that general grounds 

maintenance had now begun. A water supply had been located, contrary to the advice from the 

Borough Council, and bills had also emerged from the Borough’s payment system. It was noted 

that the council might have been in a position to offer support to Seaton Parish in its current 

allotment problem, but the needs of Northside tenants would have to take priority. 

  

Resolved: To leave the site as it is for now, noting that the remaining space would be required 

for Northside tenants wishing to relocate whilst their site was refurbished. Any taps should be 

locked off to safeguard the supply. 

 

A15.11. Other issues 

The committee required a vice chair. 

 

Resolved: That Cllr A Bales be the vice chair 

 

A15.12  Site Visit 

A site visit for new councillors was requested for early July. 

 

Resolved: That the clerk arrange a minibus for a half day site tour for new councillors in early 

July. 

 

The meeting closed 11.01am 


