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Minutes of the Policy and Resources committee of Workington Town Council Tuesday 
7 January 2014 in the Town Hall, Workington 
 
C Armstrong Present 

M Bainbridge (Chair) Present 

D Coe Absent 

K Hansen Apologies 

M Jones Present 

J Osborn Present 

N Schofield Apologies 

J Wright Present 

 
 
P13.33  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs K Hansen and N Schofield 

 

P13.34  Declarations of Interest 

Cllrs M Bainbridge drew the committee’s attention to their interest in the Trades Hall (item 4).  

 

P13.35  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

No issues. 

 

P13.36  Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 19 November 2013 were received and affirmed as a true 

record. 

 

The chair requested that in future members of the committee will be asked to take a moment 

to brief members on the key issues their respective committees were considering. 

 

P13.37  Budget 2014-15 

The committee considered the council’s budget proposals for the coming financial year. 

 

Prior to considering the aspect of the budget relating to Community Information Facilities, Cllr 

Bainbridge drew councillors’ attention to her interest in the Trades Hall. With the committee’s 



permission she gave a brief resume of the Trades Hall’s role in the community and then left 

the room. The chair was taken by Cllr C Armstrong. 

 

The committee noted that there were a number of calls on its resources and that these were 

increasing as the changes to the benefit system worked their way down to claimants. With 

this in mind the committee recommended the council increases its contribution to the Trades 

Hall and the Citizen’s Advice Bureau. The council will ask in return that it is given greater 

acknowledgement of its role, that other parishes are also contacted for additional funding, so 

the burden does not fall on Workington residents alone, and that the conditions imposed on 

recent funding for Moorclose Community Centre were also applied. 

 

Cllr Bainbridge resumed the chair. The committee considered whether funding could be 

given to help the Food Bank initiative in Workington. There was a query about what power 

the council would be exercising in doing this. The clerk would need to investigate the legal 

framework of specific powers, but it was agreed that a power could be identified to help in 

some way – eg through provision of information (s142 Local Government Act 1972).  

 

The committee considered the proposal by the Culture committee to allocate considerable 

funding to a new Band Stand in Vulcan’s Park. It was suggested that in the present climate 

this would be seen as a peculiar priority to set, and that any large scale expenditure on the 

park should await the outcome of discussions with the Borough Council on the wider 

ownership and management of the park. 

 

Resolved: To recommend the attached budget to Full Council, including the consequential 

recommendation of setting a precept of £332,848 – a 1.5% increase on the collected amount 

in 2013. 

 

P13.38  Issues for subsequent meetings 

The committee discussed a number of items for consideration at other meetings and 

resolved the following: 

Resolved To bring a consideration of further one off funding for the Trades Hall, South 

Workington Youth Partnership, and any other appropriate group or organisation to the next 

meeting. 

 

Resolved: To consider a limited grant for the Judo club at the next meeting 

 

Resolved: To bring the issue of dog fouling to the next Environment Committee.  

 

The meeting closed at 20.04 


