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Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm on 

12 July 2016 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

D Rollo (Chair)  Present 

C Armstrong Present 

B Dixon Present 

A Lawson Present 

P McHarry Present 

A McGuckin Apologies 

B Miskelly Present 

J Osborn Present 

B Reville Present 

T Wardley Apologies 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk 

Also in attendance: Times and Star and a member of the public  

 

E16.18  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs A McGuckin and T Wardley. 

 

E16.19  Declarations of Interest 

The Chair raised a declaration of interest for agenda item 6b, and would not take part 

in discussion for this item. 

 

E16.20  Exclusion of Press and Public 

No issues. 

 

E16.21  Appointment of a Vice Chair 

The Chair considered volunteers for the position of Vice Chair of the committee. Cllr 

C Armstrong and Cllr J Osborn volunteered. The committee held a ballot. 

 

Resolved: That Cllr C Armstrong be appointed Vice Chair of the committee. 

 

E16.22  Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 31 May 2016 were affirmed as a true record. 
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E16.23  Workington Nature Partnership 

The clerk gave a verbal report into the recent activities of the WNP Officer. This 

included monitoring the activity of swans, the developments of the horse grazing in 

Harrington and her upcoming forest school training. The clerk also reported her 

concern with overgrowth of Himalayan Balsam with an invitation extended for 

Councillors to help in its removal. Councillors agreed this would be a good 

opportunity and discussed the possibility of involving St Mary’s school. The 

committee praised Raegan’s continuing work. There was some discussion to whether 

the resources she has are adequate and the Borough Council’s involvement in 

partnership.  

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

Resolved: To contact Allerdale Borough Council to reaffirm details of the Workington 

Nature Partnership.  

 

E16.24  Workington in Bloom 

a) The clerk reported that the In Bloom route had been amended; South Workington 

Youth Partnership would be included but the schools involved had stepped down. 

Ashfield Junior School have asked the Town Council for help in sustaining their 

vegetable gardens, there was discussion to involve current allotment tenants.  

 

Resolved: To post notice on allotment notice boards informing tenants of Ashfield 

Junior School’s vegetable garden project. 

 

b) The Chair abstained from discussion of this item. The committee reviewed the 

Workington in Bloom grant and the recommendations from the Workington in Bloom 

working group meeting.  

  

 Organisation Total requested Total recommended by In 

Bloom Working Group 

Approved by 

Committee 

Youth Offending 

Service - West 

£200 £200 £200 

 

Resolved: To make the grant shown on the table above. 
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E16.25  Murray Road 

The committee received an update that Allerdale Borough Council will not provide 

funding for the gates without a PSPO, their legal team are currently liaising with 

Cumbria Constabulary to put this in place. There was some discussion into the time 

that the PSPO was taking to organise. Concerns were raised that the Town Council 

would lose the goodwill of the other parties involved, in the installation and 

maintenance of the gates, and that levels of crime would continue. 

The clerk proposed, with advice from NALC, that an alternative solution to this would 

be to manage the rear of Murray Road as a Public Walk under the Public Health Act 

(1875). This would allow the Town Council take ownership and maintain the back 

lane giving the ability to install gates without the need for a PSPO. The committee 

discussed implementing this alternative and the scope for upcoming developments 

including the back lane to Wetherspoons. It was raised how the gating would be 

funded without Allerdale Borough Council’s input; the clerk proposed that the shortfall 

could be made from the back lane funds.  

 

Resolved: To bring recommendation to Full Council 

Resolved: The clerk to draw up formal plan for alternative approach to the 

management of the lane, with additional legal advice 

 

E16.26  Play Areas Development 

The committee considered a report on the latest position on the development of Play 

Areas. There was some discussion into the current and future play provision across 

the town, including Vulcans Park and other open spaces.  

Cllr B Miskelly left the meeting. 

The committee proposed that this area required further investigation and would 

benefit from a working group to look at recommendations, costs and locations.  

 

Resolved:  To create a forward plan during a Working group for Play Areas and 

Open Spaces.  

Resolved: To meet on the 9 August 2016, 6pm at the Town Hall.  

 

E16.27  Bus Shelters 

The clerk reported that Cumbria County Council had ordered the two bus shelters for 

Derwent Howe and Workington Town Council are to maintain and monitor the cost. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 
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E16.28   Flood Plan 

The committee was presented with a flood report and previous flood plan created by 

the Environment Agency in 2014. The committee discussed the resilience of the plan 

and improvements that could be made from working with the current flood action 

group, engaging with the affected communities and keeping the information up to 

date. The clerk highlighted that the Council would also be required to undertake a 

review of sandbag provisions and trial the flood plan once completed. 

 

Resolved: To take ownership of future community emergency flood plan. 

 

E16.29  Benches and Bins 

The committee discussed the levels of litter in the town and the areas that could 

benefit from The Bin it for Good Initiative. The clerk presented ideas for a standard 

bin for the town; the committee discussed the provision of bins and benches.  

Cllr A Lawson left the meeting. 

 

Resolved: Officers to complete application for The Bin it for Good Initiative. 

Resolved: To include the council’s policy on the provision and distribution of 

benches and bins in the Play Areas and Open Spaces Working group. 

 

E16.30  Other Environment Matters 

 

No further matters to discuss. 

 

The meeting closed at 19.18 


