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Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Allotment Sub-Committee of Workington Town Council, 10am 

on 12 September 2017 in Town Hall, Workington 

 

D Rollo (Chair)  Present 

B Cannon Apologies 

B Dixon Absent 

P McHarry Apologies 

A McGuckin Absent 

B Miskelly Present 

J Osborn Absent 

B Reville Present 

T Wardley Absent 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk, Estate Team Leader  

Also in attendance: 8 members of the public 

 

Public Participation 

 

The chair welcomed the public to the committee and introduced members and staff. 

The public were invited to raise any issues they had that were not included on the 

agenda for the meeting. 

 

A tenant from Northside highlighted that he was concerned about asbestos at the 

site. The Estate Team Leader reported that it had been removed from a location 

adjacent to a play area and that it had been processed and bagged appropriately to 

prevent harm. Due to the lack of services to remove asbestos in Cumbria, it was 

noted that it was more effective to process, store it and remove it in a larger quantity. 

The Estate Team Leader confirmed that Northside was the priority for asbestos 

removal and that she would keep the tenants updated with a timescale.   

 

There was a brief discussion about the progress on works at Newlands Lane, it was 

confirmed that risk assessments had recently been completed. A Soapery tenant 

highlighted that there had been excess waste dumping on an unused plot. The clerk 

confirmed that this had been historic and that the team were aware of it, suggesting 

that it might be affective to fence the area off and that this would be reviewed.  

 

The Estate Team leader gave an overview of the progress made towards reducing 

non cultivation. This included a regular review of plots and an increase in letters to 

tenants. She highlighted that this process resulted in verbal abuse to staff, and 

suggested that this could be reduced by sending a letter of concern, in the first 

instance, followed by a letter of non-cultivation if no response was received. This was 

welcomed by those tenants attending. 
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A17.1 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllrs B Cannon and P McHarry. 

 

A17.2 Declarations of Interest 

None 

 

A17.3  Exclusion of Press and Public 

The clerk highlighted that agenda item 10 contained confidential information 
 
Resolved: To exclude the press and public from item 10. 
 
A17.4  Standing sub-committee for allotment issues 
The chair reported that additional consideration of allotment concerns was required 
and that this was not currently being met within Environment Committee Meetings.  It 
was proposed to introduce this sub-committee to address allotment issues and it was 
suggested to meet no less that twice a year. The sub-committee would report back to 
the Environment Committee. This was supported and it was noted that a 
representative from each allotment site should attended to raise particular concerns. 
The clerk noted that the governance arrangements would be reviewed to ensure 
there were sufficient members on the sub-committee who could vote on pecuniary 
matters.  
 
Resolved: To review the governance arrangements for the allotments sub-
committee. 
 

A17.5  Allotments Rent 

The clerk reported that allotment rents had not increased for a number of years and 

that a recommendation should be made to the Environment Committee for 2018 

rates. There was a discussion on the most appropriate level of increase. It was 

highlighted that Rosehill Allotment has significantly large plots compared to other 

sites, the Estate Team Leader confirmed that these plots would be reviewed with the 

prospect of halving them and making adjustments to the rent per square metre. It 

was proposed to increase the allotment rent by 2% to reflect previous increases. A 

Councillor raised concerns about honouring discounts for certain groups; the clerk 

reported that pensioner discounts and payment plans, within agreement, would be 

honoured.  

 

Resolved: To make a recommendation to the Environment Committee to increase 

allotment rent by 2% in 2018 

 

A17.6  Newlands Lane Self-Management 

It was reported that a large number of repairs had been completed to ensure 

Newlands Lane could move to self-management. The Estate Team Leader confirmed 

that a number of minor works were outstanding and that the Estates Team would 

continue to work on these tasks through the handover period. The clerk highlighted 

that a contract could be in place by October and that this would be a suitable time of 

year for the transfer, the Town Council would still collect the upcoming rent and the 

waiting list would be provided according to Data Protection legislation. There was a 

brief discussion about the cost of public liability insurance; the clerk confirmed that 

the Town Council would liaise with tenants to find the best cost.  
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Resolved: To complete the outstanding work at Newlands Lane Allotment site 

Resolved: To bring the site into self-management on 1 November 2017. 

 

A17.7  Biodiversity 

The clerk reported that the importance of biodiversity has been more apparent in 

recent months and the Town Council is even more prevalent to promote and support 

it. There was a discussion about the importance of biodiversity of bees, with a 

number of tenants highlighting the lack of bees at some sites and benefits they would 

have to produce. It was noted that a previous project to support bees was dropped 

due to little backing from the land owner, it was suggested to investigate how this 

could be revived using the Workington Nature Partnership and a local PHD student 

with a specialism in this field. 

 

Resolved: For officers to investigate how to reinstate previous plans to establish a 

public beekeeping project and develop this further with Environment Committee.  

 

Resolved: To promote bee keeping and benefits of bees across allotment sites. 

 

A17.8 Allotment Handbook 

The new allotment handbook was presented, which included methods of cultivation 

as well as site rules. It was reported that these would accompany forthcoming 

tenancies to reinforce tenancy agreements. A tenant raised some concern about the 

section on breeding chickens. The clerk offered tenants to provide feedback on the 

handbook by the end of the month so it could be presented to the Environment 

Committee for consideration.  

 

Resolved:  To review feedback and present at the next Environment Committee 

meeting 

 
A17.9  Allotment site Issues 

No additional issues were brought forward. The Estate Team Leader reported that 

the fencing on Annie Pit had begun to be replaced, however this required a staged 

approach due to costs.  

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) 
The committee considered whether to exclude the press and public from the next 
agenda item because the issue involved confidential information about an individual.  
 
Resolved: To exclude the press and public from the consideration of the next item. 
 

A17.10   Allotment Issues 

 

A copy of this confidential minute is kept on the file. 
 

The meeting closed at 11:38 
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