
Workington Town Council 
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
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Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm on 

26 July 2018 in Town Hall, Workington 

 

D Rollo (Chair)  Present 

A Bales Present 

B Cannon (Mayor) Present 

D Cashman Present 

B Dixon Absent 

H Harrington Present 

J Holliday Present 

P McHarry Present 

B Miskelly Present 

J Osborn Present 

B Reville Present 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk 

 

E18.11  Apologies 

No apologies were received. 

 

E18.12  Declarations of Interest 

None 

 

E18.13  Exclusion of Press and Public 

No issues. 

 

E18.14   Minutes of the last meeting 

The Minutes of the previous meeting on 24 May 2018 were accepted as a true 

record. 

 

E18.15  Allotment Sub-Committee 

The minutes of the Allotments Sub-Committee on 11 July were considered. Issues 

for discussion were taken later in the meeting. 

 

Resolved: To note the minutes. 

 

E18.16  Northside Allotments 

The committee considered a recommendation from the Allotments Sub-Committee 

that due to ongoing problems with contamination of the land and water management, 

the council should take steps to close the site. It was noted that the contamination of 

the land was widespread and varied, and would make remediation of the derelict 

areas of the site expensive to return to production. Whereas some of the land could 

be retained for raising hens, this was not a financially sustainable solution. The site 



would revert to the landowner, Allerdale Borough Council, with existing allotments 

tenants informed of their rights. 

 

Resolved: To concur with the recommendation of the Sub-Committee and take steps 

to close the Northside site. Legal advice would be sought, and the remaining tenants 

and landlord informed of the council’s intentions. 

 

E18.17  Rewarding Good Allotment Holders 

The Committee considered a suggestion from the Estate Team that outstanding 

allotments be rewarded in some way, with a rent holiday or some other token. There 

was some discussion about whether this would result in a loss of income for the 

council, whether it was appropriate and what the criteria might be. There was some 

concern about offering a pecuniary award. 

 

Resolved: For officers to work up some criteria for judging for the award of an 

annual shield to bring to the next meeting of the committee. 

 

E18.18  Workington in Bloom 

The Committee heard that the judges for Cumbria In Bloom had attended on 9 July 

and been taken on a route around the town. There was some disappointment that 

some aspects of the town’s in Bloom effort had not been at their best for the judges. 

The chair explained that she would be meeting with officers to have a root and 

branch review of the In Bloom process and how this could be developed to deliver 

more satisfactory outcomes. 

 

The Committee went on to look at a number of issues around the town including the 

setting for a ‘Silent Soldier’ in Moss Bay and the disappointing state of the Moss Bay 

Hotel site. There was some discussion about the Moss Bay nature area, which was 

intended for transfer from Cumbria County Council some years ago, but about which 

nothing further had been heard.  

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

Resolved: To pursue the issue of the Moss Bay Nature Area with Cumbria County 

Council. 

 

E18.19 Workington in Bloom Grants 

The Committee considered In Bloom Development Grants as follows: 

i) Victoria Junior School 

£500 

Developing school garden for healthy eating 

Resolved: To confirm a grant of £500  

 

ii) Viaduct Court Residents 

£500 

Planting in communal garden. 



Resolved: To confirm a grant of £500  

 

The following grants were awarded under Financial Regulation 4.1 by the Town Clerk 
and the Chair of the Committee, after consultation with other committee chairs, 
because they were received immediately after the last Committee meeting and a 
consequent two-month delay seemed unreasonable. Both applications supplied 
compliant paperwork. 

iii) Helena Thompson Museum 

£500 

Extend planting, borders and hanging baskets. 

iv) Workington Transport Heritage Trust 

£500 

For materials and plants.  

 

Resolved: To note the decision. 

 

E18.20  Workington Nature Partnership 

The Committee considered a written report from the Nature Partnership Officer. It 

highlighted the completion of restoration work at Harrington Reservoir and the 

positive feedback which had been received as a consequence. There is to be an 

open day at the reservoir on 8 September, when Sue Hayman MP has been asked to 

cut a ribbon. There had also been litter pick on the shore and work with community 

groups at Siddick Pond, Siddick Woodlands, Hall Park and Salterbeck Reservoir. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

E18.21  Resilient Heritage Report 

The Committee received a final report on the HLF-funded Resilient Heritage review 

of the Nature Partnership, undertaken by Action with Communities in Cumbria (ACT) 

and Shirley Muir Associates. The report recommended a number of actions to 

strengthen the work of the Partnership and to develop the town’s ‘green 

infrastucture’. This included continuing in the wider engagement that had taken place 

as a part of the review. There was some discussion about the direction of the 

Partnership’s activities, and it was felt there should be renewed Town Council 

involvement in budget setting and establishing priorities, now that the capital work at 

Harrington has been completed. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

Resolved: To seek a greater role for the Town Council in budget and priority setting 

through the steering group. 

 

E18.22  Harrington Reservoir Restoration 

The committee welcomed the completion of capital works restoring Harrington 

Reservoir to an acceptable state. The Nature Partnership should now look at the 

priorities for the ongoing development of the Nature Reserve. It was noted that the 



Friends of the Reserve were holding an open day on 8 September and the 

Committee agreed to support this through the Nature Partnership budget. 

 

Resolved: To contribute £1,000 to the costs of the Open Day. 

 

E18.23  Play Area Development 

The Clerk reported that an order had been placed for the repairs to the Castles and 

Coasts Housing Association-run play area on Cusack Crescent, prior to the council’s 

adoption of the site, however he noted that the site had been left open recently, 

without any repairs taking place to the damaged play equipment in situ. There had 

also been some damage to play surfacing, which he had brought to CCHA’s 

attention. It was suggested that he contact CCHA’s Chief Executive to explain the 

council’s concerns about the site. The Clerk explained that he felt it appropriate for 

the council to satisfy itself that Cusack was being run effectively and safely before 

moving on to look at Northside and any other site in the CCHA estate.  

 

Councillors heard that the issue of a play area serving residents around the Ruskin 

Close area of High Harrington had resurfaced with several comments on social 

media. The Chair reminded the committee that there was a Borough Council-owned 

site in the vicinity which had once been ear-marked for a local equipped area for play 

(LEAP), however no facility had been installed. The Council had encountered some 

opposition when it had informally proposed an installation on the site in 2014-15, 

however local circumstances may have changed. The Clerk observed that this was a 

notoriously wet site, and that any installation would require a hard play surface, such 

as wet pour or similar. This would increase the cost of any installation there. There 

was some discussion of a possible site near Seadown Drive, but this was not one 

that had been identified in the past.  

 

The Committee then heard about the new Borough Council approach to Persimmon’s 

developments at Bellaport Gardens and Forge Hill. Both had required the developer 

to install a LEAP, but neither site had a satisfactory installation. The Forge Hill play 

area appeared to have been installed incorrectly and Bellaport Gardens had none at 

all. Borough officers believed a commuted sum should be offred to the Town Council 

for the installation of equipment elsewhere.. 

 

Resolved: To investigate whether there is demand for a toddler play facility on 

Ruskin Close. 

 

Resolved: To contact CCHA with concerns about Cusack PA. 

 

E18.24  Vulcan Park Transfer 

The Committee heard that Vulcan Park, Harrington Marina PA and an additional strip 

of land at Bankfield/Newlands Lane had now been transferred to the council’s 

ownership from Allerdale Borough Council. Completion was on 18 July, though there 

was still some paperwork to be received. The transfer presented an opportunity for 

an opening event, which might be timed to coincide with an event requested by 

Cumbria Wildlife Trust to plant wildflowers. The Committee discussed a number of 

issues around the park including the colour of the Beacon and the reintroduction of a 

bandstand. 

 



Resolved: To propose 29 September as a date for an Opening Ceremony in Vulcan 

Park. 

 

Resolved: To return the Duffield Beacon to black. 

 

Resolved: To bring costs for reintroducing a Bandstand to the park to the next 

meeting. 

 

E18.25  A595/596 Meeting 

The Clerk reported that he had attended a meeting with Sue Hayman MP and a 

number of other parish councils to consider the government’s proposal that the A596 

become a part of England’s ‘Major Road Network’ (MRN). It is the County Council’s 

view, and that of many communities along the route, that this should be the A595 to 

Papcastle/Cockermouth instead, with the A66 linking to the A596 on Bridge Street in 

Workington. This route presents a potential threat to Workington Hall Parklands. 

There was some discussion about the likelihood of a Southern Development Route 

being completed, and some concern was expressed about children from High 

Harington having to cross the A595 to get to school in Distington, because there was 

no space for them in Harrington or Salterbeck. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

E18.26  Bus Shelters 

The committee heard a report into the cost of recent damage to the bus shelters on 

Derwent Drive. It was noted that bus shelters are an important feature for bus users 

and that it was usually the local parish tier authority that cared for them. The High 

Harrington bus shelter was singled out as a particular mess.  

 

Resolved: To bring costs and designs to the next meeting for new bus shelters with 

the suggestion that the council budgets to replace one or more pairs every year. 

 

E18.27  Telephone Call Boxes 

The Committee heard a report from the Clerk on the lack of progress made by BT 

towards transforming redundant phone boxes to community defibrillator use, or 

removal. 

 

Resolved: To note the report and keep a watching brief on the developments.  

 

The meeting closed at 19:40 


