
Workington Town Council 
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council Allotments Committee held 

at 10am Thursday 14 January 2016 in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 

C Armstrong (chair) Present 

W Bacon Apologies 

A Bales Present 

P Bales Present 

B Cannon Apologies 

C Johanssen Present 

B Miskelly Present 

V Morgan Present 

J Osborn Present 

K Schofield Apologies 

  

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Senior Estate Worker 

 

Public Participation 

No members of the public were present. 

 

A15.33  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs W Bacon, B Cannon and K Schofield. 

 

A15.34  Declarations of Interest 

There were no further declarations 

 

A15.35  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

None 

 

A15.36  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 15 October 2015 and affirmed them as a 

true record. 

 

A15.37  Workington Local Food Partnership 

The committee received an update from the clerk on the Local Food Partnership, which was 

coming to an end in March, after the end of its funding. So as to keep the gardens at Wastwater 

Avenue and Salterbeck in cultivation, the Town Council will assume the responsibility for the 

tenant lists, although these will still belong to Your Group Housing Association for data 

protection purposes. Maintenance will be with D&S (Wastwater Ave) and Impact Housing 

(Salterbeck). It is proposed that town council estates staff do regular inspections to ensure 



continuity of cultivation. The clerk will liaise with D&S over the transfer, and any available plots 

will be offered to names from the waiting list, though the agreements will be different and the 

rents will remain lower for the time being. It was noted that Westfield HA were also taking on 

some of the growing boxes produced by the partnership for its tenants’ use.  

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

A15.38. Rent Collection 2016-17 

The clerk reported that at the time of the meeting there were only 15 outstanding allotment 

accounts, and roughly half of these had ‘back stories’ which were being investigated. He was 

confident that the council would continue its recent record of 100 per cent collection rates, and 

enforcement measures were currently in action on non-payers. The council was committed to 

allowing tenants in hardship to pay on extended terms. 

 

Resolved: To note the report.   

 

A15.39. Soapery Flooding 

The Clerk reported on the damage caused by the recent floods on the Soapery and Northside 

allotments. At Northside, flash flooding raised the level of Siddick lower pond to halfway up the 

car park. However the damage does not appear to be structural. At Soapery, the flooding 

associated with Storm Desmond washed through the site, leaving debris on all the fences to 

about a metre high. The houses on Hall Park View were flooded from front and rear, and the 

site was made available for skips during the clean up. The Estate team have cleaned up the site 

and it is now functioning normally again. Of more concern was the damage to the riverbank, 

which previously consisted of a strip of Iggesund land, but now had been cut away to the 

allotment boundary. The new fencing at the rear of plot 2 had been undermined and was now 

partially in the river. Estate staff had taped off the more dangerous areas and Iggesund, the 

neighbouring landowner, had been informed. The situation would be monitored. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

A15.40. Northside Development Plan 

The clerk gave an update on the steps taken towards redeveloping the Northside site. 

Groundwork NE & Cumbria had been commissioned to take forward the design and community 

consultation, in conjunction with the work they were doing with Allerdale Borough Council on 

improvements to Siddick Pond. A landscape design was circulated, with the allotments now 

concentrated on the southern half of the site, whilst the northern half is landscaped. Provision in 

the new site for existing pigeon breeders was required and the site will have better fencing and 

sight lines. Groundwork would be talking to residents and tenants over the next few weeks, so 



the public meeting should be after then. The problem of dog keepers was continuing to exercise 

officer time. No viable alternative site had yet been found and there was little cooperation 

presently from the keepers themselves. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

Resolved: To arrange a meeting with Northside tenants at the Northside Community Centre on 

4 February at 6pm. 

 

A15.41. Issues from Tenants 

The committee considered a number of issues that arose at the recent tenants’ forum.  

• Getting tougher with non-cultivators, including those whose plots are too large for their 

own use. 

• Improving waste management. 

• Improving information about water supply. 

 

Resolved: A tougher stance would be taken on non-cultivators, particularly at Newlands Lane. 

Resolved: A waste management plan for Newlands Lane and other sites would be developed 

and implemented. 

Resolved: Water supply maps would be developed and publicised for Annie Pit, and water 

costs would be publicised on notice boards. 

 

A15.42. Councillor representatives for each site   

It was noted that the list of councillor representatives was out of date. 

 

Resolved: That the following reps be added to notice boards: 

 

Annie Pit/Feenans  Cllr C Johanssen 

Cranbourne Street  Cllr C Armstrong 

Mountain View  Cllr C Armstrong 

Newlands Lane  Cllr A Bales, Cllr P Bales 

Northside   Estates Team 

Park Lane   Town Clerk 

Rosehill   Cllr V Morgan, Cllr J Osborn 

Siddick    Estates Team 

Soapery   Town Clerk 

Stoneleigh   Cllr A Bales, Cllr P Bales 

Walker Road   Cllr B Miskelly 

 

The meeting closed 10.36am 


