
 

Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: workingtontowncouncil@allerdale.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council held at 6pm on Wednesday  

15 April 2015 in the Trades Hall, Brow Top, Workington. 

 

Mrs C Armstrong Present Mr G Humes Absent 

Mr W Bacon Absent Mrs E Johnsen Absent 

Mrs M Bainbridge  Present Mr F Johnston Absent 

Mrs L Baldry Present Mrs M Jones Present 

Mrs A Bales Present Mr R Jones Present 

Mr P Bales Present Cllr A Lawson Present 

Mr J Bechelli Apologies Mr B Miskelly Present 

Mr J Bracken Absent Mr J Osborn Present 

Mrs B Cannon Apologies Mrs M Rae Apologies 

Mr M Fryer Absent Mr W Reville Present 

Mr K Hansen Present Ms D Rollo Apologies 

Mr N Hardy Present Mr M Rollo Apologies 

Mrs H Harrington Present Mr N Schofield Apologies 

Mr M Heaslip Present Mr S Stoddart Apologies 

Mr C Holding Absent Mrs J Wright Present 

 

Mayor’s Chaplain 

Father Paul Swarbrick led a short prayer. 

 

Public Participation 

There were no issues raised by the public. 

 

Police Report 

Inspector Gary Hunter described the latest crime figures, which showed slight increases on 

this time last year in most wards. Of the reported incidents, anti-social behaviour was 

prominent, along with criminal damage. There was some shoplifting at Asda in Moss Bay as 

well as the town centre shops in St Michael’s and St John’s Wards. School run parking was 

less of a problem now after a recent enforcement initiative, and the police would be 

continuing to put out messages surrounding staying safe during the carnival season. There 

had been a number of incidents of criminal damage during the Uppies and Downies matches 

over Easter. There was no direct link to U&D participants, and councillors were keen to 

stress that the U&D matches were not directly linked to increases in criminal behaviour.  

 

Police would be convening a meeting to discuss parking issues on Hall Brow. It was noted 

that there were problems of anti-social behaviour in the foyer to the Trades Hall club. Queries 

were raised about a noisy scooter on Newlands Lane, a car crash at the end of Poole Road, 

and the planning application from the Croftlands Trust for change of use at Dora Crescent. 

 



 

The Mayor thanked Inspector Hunter for his report. 

 

Connecting Cumbria 

Chris Barwise reported on the progress towards superfast broadband in Workington. He 

explained that Cabinet 5 on Newlands Gardens had changed its live date from 30 March 

2015 to 30 March 2016. He reported that Openreach seemed to be experiencing problems 

with a number of cabinets that they had not anticipated, and so connection speeds and 

timetables were not as swift as had been promised. Openreach had sought to blame 

individual ISPs for service drops in some parts of town which had resulted in connectivity 

being recorded at speeds more akin to traditional broadband, despite subscribers paying a 

dividend for Superfast. 

 

The story in Harrington, served by a different exchange, was more positive however, with 

Pica (not in Workington CP) the last outlying village to be enabled.  

 

The Mayor thanked Chris for his continuing efforts. 

 

14.91.  Apologies 

The council received and accepted apologies from Cllrs J Bechelli, B Cannon, M Rae, D 

Rollo, M Rollo and N Schofield. 

 

Cllr Rae had asked that her sincere thanks be passed on to the council for all its support 

during her time in office. Cllr Hardy also took this opportunity to thank the council for allowing 

him to serve for the last 16 years.  

 

The Mayor invited the council to give a vote of thanks to all retiring councillors, noting 

especially Cllr R Jones, standing down after 31 years, and former Mayor Cllr M Jones, who 

would however be continuing to serve in her capacity as chair of the Past Mayors Group and 

the Workington Twinning Association. 

 

Resolved: To thank all those councillors retiring at the forthcoming elections for their service 

to the council. The councillors are Cllr Bechelli, Cllr Hardy, Cllr Holding, Cllr G Humes, Cllr E 

Johnsen, Cllr M Jones, Cllr R Jones and Cllr Rae. 

 

14.92.  Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Nik Hardy drew the council’s attention to his new position at Allerdale Borough Council, 

which would preclude him from being party to any discussion concerning the council. 

 

14.93.  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) 

No items were excluded. It was noted that agenda item 11c), which considered options for 

the occupancy of the Town Hall was no longer confidential, and so this item would be 

considered in open council. 



 

 

14.94.  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 2 March 2015 were received and affirmed as a true record. 

 

14.95. Mayoral Announcements 

The Mayor gave a report on her civic activities since the last meeting. A particular highlight 

had been the Rotary’s Technology Tournament, though she was disappointed to report that 

only one of the town’s three secondary schools took part. She hoped the new academy 

arrangements from September 2015 would improve matters. The Mayor attended Civic 

Dinners for the Mayors of Allerdale and Cockermouth, and had entertained several groups in 

the Mayor’s Parlour with great success. She drew councillors’ attention to her own charity 

fund raising Civic Dinner on 25 April. Former bomb disposal expert Sam Brown would be the 

guest speaker and tickets were still available. 

 

Resolved: That the council note the report. 

 

Reports from Committees 

14.96. Allotments Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Allotments Committee meeting on 26 March 2015. It 

was noted that a second estate worker, Joe Fletcher, had joined the estates team, and the 

chair hoped councillors would make him welcome. 

 

Resolved: That the council notes the minutes. 

 

14.97. Culture Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Culture Committee meetings on 26 January and 16 

March 2015. The Chair reported that the recent Fun Day in Moorclose Leisure Centre had 

been very successful, with queues of young people to take part in the activities. 

 

Resolved: That the council notes the minutes. 

 

14.98. Environment Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Environment Committee meetings on 27 January, 24 

February and 24 March 2015. 

 

A query was raised about the progress of Back Lanes environmental improvement work. The 

clerk replied that he had been in discussions with colleagues at Cumbria County Council, 



 

who now seemed to be in a receptive frame, and that he anticipated some real news on the 

Frostoms Road situation in the coming weeks. 

 

Resolved: That the council notes the minutes. 

 

14.99. Finance, Property and Employment Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Finance, Property and Employment Committee 

meeting on 12 March 2015. 

 

Resolved: That the council notes the minutes. 

 

14.100. Planning Committee 

a) The council received the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings on 2 February, 2 

March and 7 April 2015. 

 

Resolved: That the council notes the minutes. 

 

b) The council considered a recommendation in minute P14.75 that the clerk be delegated 

limited powers to respond to non-contentious Planning Applications in circumstances where 

a comment is required prior to the monthly meeting of the Planning Committee. The clerk 

explained the limited circumstances under which the power would be utilised, and that it 

didn’t represent a usurpation of the council’s power, but a more effective framing of the 

council’s ability to respond to every application, without resorting to convening many more 

meetings. 

 

Resolved: That the clerk be delegated the power under s101 of the Local Government Act 

1972, to respond to non-contentious planning applications on the council’s behalf, having 

consulted members of the Planning Committee, but reaching his own conclusions. Any 

decisions taken under such delegated powers must be reported to the next available meeting 

of the Planning Committee. 

 

14.101. Policy and Resources Committee 

a) To receive the minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee meeting on 10 March 

2015. 

 

Resolved: That the council notes the minutes. 

 



 

b) The council considered the recommendations in PR14.61 for the ongoing administration of 

the council’s committees.  

 

‘To recommend that all committee nominations be from individual members who 

wanted to be involved. The clerk would not accept block nominations from a political 

group, unless each name assented to their presence on the list. If more nominations 

were received than there were places, then there would be a vote at the Annual 

Meeting. If there were fewer, then there would be a provision for nominations from the 

floor at the Annual Meeting, or the positions would remain vacant.’ 

 

The clerk illustrated the circumstances where this might occur. 

 

Resolved: To accept the recommendation in PR14.61. 

 

c) The council considered the recommendation in Confidential minute PR14.62 relating to the 

council’s occupancy of additional rooms at the Town Hall. The clerk reported that as yet he 

had no indication of the likely cost, but it was anticipated that it would be in relative proportion 

to current costs for the office space occupied. Councillors could see several merits in the 

scheme and agreed that proceeding, but with due caution, was the best approach. They 

agreed to take up a lease on additional parts of the building – the exact portions to be agreed 

and approved by the relevant committee. 

 

Resolved: To accept the recommendation in PR 14.62. 

 

The meeting closed at 19.16 

 

 


