
 

WORKINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: workingtontowncouncil@allerdale.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.com 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council held at 6pm on Wednesday  

13 August 2014 in the Trades Hall, Brow Top, Workington. 

 

Mrs C Armstrong Present Mr G Humes Apologies 

Mr W Bacon Absent Mrs E Johnsen Present 

Mrs M Bainbridge  Present Mr F Johnston Present 

Mrs L Baldry Present Mrs M Jones Present 

Mrs A Bales Present Mr R Jones Present 

Mr P Bales Present Cllr A Lawson Apologies 

Mr J Bechelli Apologies Mr B Miskelly Present 

Mr J Bracken Present Mr J Osborn Present 

Mrs B Cannon Apologies Mrs M Rae Present 

Mr M Fryer Absent Mr W Reville Present 

Mr K Hansen Present Ms D Rollo Present  

Mr N Hardy Absent Mr M Rollo Present 

Mrs H Harrington Present Mr N Schofield Apologies 

Mr M Heaslip Present Mr S Stoddart Present 

Mr C Holding Absent Mrs J Wright Present 

 

Mayor’s Chaplain 

Fr Paul Swarbrick led a short prayer. 

 

Public Participation 

There were no issues raised by the public. 

 

Police Report 

Inspector Hunter reported on the most recent crime figures for the town. Mostly these were 

down on the previous year’s figures though shoplifting continued to be a problem. There had 

been a slight increase in violent crime. The PCSOs had organised environmental work for 20 

young people and they were looking forward to Castle Calling on the Bank Holiday weekend.  

 

A councillor reported gangs of children gathering at Moorclose shops. 

 

A councillor asked why there had been an increase in ‘violent crime’ in Moss Bay and St 

Michael’s wards. Insp Hunter explained that this covered a wide range of offences and it 

wasn’t known at present why this particular offence had increased county wide. 

 



 

A councillor reported a reported increase in needle finds, particularly injuring a child, near 

Frostoms. Insp Hunter made the point that needle finds should be reported to the police, so 

they can log them. 

 

Connecting Cumbria 

Chris Barwise, the town’s Broadband Champion reported the progress of the superfast 

broadband roll out in Workington. He noted that around 31 of the 44 cabinets in Workington 

were now live, but their conversion rate in the town had slowed down and he was 

investigating. He was expecting an update from BT and would let councillors know presently 

how they reported their progress. 

 

14.21  Apologies 

The council received and accepted apologies from Cllrs J Bechelli, B Cannon, G Humes, A 

Lawson and N Schofield. 

 

14.22.  Declarations of Interest 

No further interests were declared. 

 

14.23.  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) 

No items were excluded. 

 

14.24.  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 4 June 2014 were received and affirmed as a true record. 

 

14.25.  Mayoral Announcements 

The Mayor reported that she had been to several carnivals and Civic services, and had 

visited Rosecroft old people’s residential care home. Armed Forces Day and the ‘Lights Out’ 

ceremony commemorating the outbreak of the First World War were notable and moving 

highlights of the past few weeks. She continued that she had also visited St Joseph’s school 

for a Prize giving, opened a Jobs Fair in the town centre and visited Westfield Nursery 

School. Her Strawberry Tea at the Helena Thompson Museum raised £548 for the Mayor’s 

Charity Fund. 

 

The Mayor then read out a letter from the Stroke Association thanking the council for the 

money donated by the previous Mayor’s Charity Fund. 

Resolved: To accept the Mayor’s report. 

 

Cllr Stoddart left the meeting. 



 

 

14.26  Allotments Committee. 

The council received the minutes of the Allotments Committee meeting on 19 June 2014. 

 

Resolved: That the council accept the minutes. 

 

14.27 Culture Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Culture Committee meeting on 21 July 2014. It was 

noted that minute C14.22 should refer to Cllr M Rae not Cllr H Harrington.  

 

Resolved: That the council accept the minutes. 

 

14.28. Environment Committee 

a) The council received the minutes of the Environment Committee meetings on 19 June and  

29 July 2014. 

It was observed that the Dog Control Orders were not ‘called in’ by Allerdale’s Scrutiny 

committee, but were voluntarily referred to it by the Portfolio Holder for a ‘pre-decision 

review’, following representation by dog owners in Vulcan’s Park.  

 

Resolved: That the council accept the minutes. 

 

b) The council received the notes from the Workington in Bloom sub-committee on 29 May, 

12 June and 26 June 2014.  

Councillors observed that the floral displays were particularly striking this year.  

 

Unfortunately the county council appeared to have butchered the trees in Portland Square, 

by way of pruning them 

 

Resolved: That the council accept the notes. 

Resolved: To thank retiring chair Cllr M Jones for all her work on the In Bloom committee 

over the years. 

Resolved: The clerk to investigate how the trees in Portland Square might be better 

managed in future.  

 

14.29.  Finance, Property and Employment Committee 

a) The council received the minutes of the Finance, Property and Employment Committee 

meeting on 24 July 2014. 

 



 

Resolved: That the council accept the minutes. 

 

b) The council reviewed the Annual Return and External Auditors Report for 2013-14. It was 

noted that there were no additional observations or comments from the Auditors. 

 

Resolved: That the council accepts the Auditor’s Report and approves the Annual Return. 

 

14.30.  Planning Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings on 2 June, 8 July and 

4 Aug 2014. 

 

Resolved: That the council accept the minutes. 

 

14.31.  Policy and Resources Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee meeting on 22 July 

2014. 

 

Resolved: That the council accept the minutes. 

 

14.32. Property 

The council received an update from the clerk on the progress of proposed transfers of 

allotment properties around the town. He explained that the process of due diligence was 

laborious but necessary and hoped to see the first batch progress in the next six weeks. 

 

14.33. Town Centre Grant 

The council considered a report on the options for spending an allocation of £10,000 from 

Allerdale Borough Council on the town centre. A variety of ideas were put forward including a 

continental market and a set piece floral display. It was queried whether this expenditure was 

linked to the proposal for the town council to take on liability of street furniture, but it was 

explained that the two issues were unrelated. There was general support for the idea of an 

electronic ‘app’ to promote the town to smart phone users.  

In a vote, 13 councillors were in favour of this, 4 against with 3 abstentions. 

Resolved: To request that the £10,000 be used to develop an ‘app’ for the town centre, with 

perhaps a visual display for non-smart phone users. 

 

14.34 Street Furniture 

The council considered a recommendation to vire funds from the Parks and Play Areas 

Maintenance budget to the Repairs and Renewals budget to support minute F14.10 for the 



 

adoption and ongoing maintenance of street furniture. It was noted that this seemed to be at 

odds with the Borough Council’s largesse discussed in the previous item. It was suggested 

that the Borough Council be asked in the first instance to put up some of the capital for 

repairs, perhaps from the £10,000 town centre funding, with the town council agreeing to 

take on the remainder and the ongoing cost. 

In a vote 13 councillors were in favour of the viring of funds for ongoing maintenance, 2 were 

against and 2 abstained. 

Resolved: To vire the funds as appropriate and negotiate with the Borough Council over the 

initial capital funding. 

 

14 35. Employment 

The clerk reported that Amy Ferguson of Workington had been offered the post of Events 

Officer following a successful recruitment campaign which saw 22 applications and five 

interviewees. Amy would start work on 26 August. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

14.36. Civic Functions 

The council considered if there were any other events which might be considered Civic 

Events, and therefore required the mayor and councillors to don robes. The Mayor cited the 

instance of Armed Forces Day, which was a civic pageant similar in style to Remembrance 

Day, and which would be lent further gravitas and credibility by the wearing of robes. There 

was some disagreement over whether this was appropriate or not, especially since it wasn’t 

necessarily a guarantee that councillors would attend. Poor attendance might serve to 

undermine the credibility of the council. Councillors wondered what the criteria for deciding 

might be, and rather than discuss this issue in the meeting, it was suggested that the Past 

Mayors’ Committee be invited to consider the issue and make a recommendation. 

In a vote, 10 councillors supported this approach, with 4 against. 

Resolved: To request that the Past Mayors’ Committee consider the issue of Civic Events 

and robes and make a recommendation to council. 

 

14.37. Risk Assessment 

The council reviewed a report on the current actions taken by the council to manage risk and 

considered its recommendation to adopt the Risk Assessment for 2014-15. 

Resolved: To accept the report and adopt the Risk Assessment for the current year. 

 

14.38. Complaints Procedure 



 

The council considered a report on handling complaints and a recommendation to adopt the 

appropriate NALC procedures.  

Resolved: To accept the report and adopt the NALC model complaint procedures. 

 

14.39. Town Hall 

The council received a brief update from the Clerk on the Town Council’s accommodation. 

The offices formerly occupied by Allerdale’s Bereavement Services had now been properly 

leased to allow continuity of service by Town Council staff. There would be a further update 

in the near future. 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.28pm. 


