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Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Minutes of the Culture Committee of Workington Town Council, 6.15pm Thursday 23 

March  2017 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

A McGuckin (chair) Present 

M Bainbridge Apologies 

P Bales Present 

B Cannon  Present 

H Harrington Present 

M Heaslip Apologies 

A Lawson Apologies 

B Miskelly Present 

M Rollo Present 

T Wardley Apologies 

J Wright (Mayor) Present 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Events Assistant, Assistant Town Clerk 

 

C16.67  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs M Bainbridge, M Heaslip, A Lawson and T 

Wardley.  

 

C16.68  Declarations of Interest 

Councillor J Wright declared a personal interest in item 6a).   

 

C16.69  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

No items. 

 

C16.70  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 26 January 2016 and affirmed them as a 

true record.  

 

C16.71 Twinning Association 

Councillor B Cannon reported that members of the Twinning Association were due to visit Selm 

to celebrate their Anniversary of Twinning with Walincourt. Walincourt have extended an 

invitation for the upcoming Mayor to visit, however arrangements are being made for a past 

Mayor to attend in her place. Due to conflicting dates with Selm, the Twinning Association have 

agreed to postpone their International Youth Camp until 2018. B Cannon added that she was 

still awaiting confirmation on the number of guests attending the Party in the Park event from 

Val De Reuil. There was a brief discussion about the restrictions on drinking alcohol in Vulcan 

Park and whether this could be relaxed by Allerdale Borough Council for the Party in the Park 
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event. The Twinning Association had received a message of condolences from Val De Reuil 

following the recent attack in Westminster.  

 

Resolved: To note the report.  

 

C16.72 Grants 

i) St Gregory’s Over 55s Luncheon Club 
Request: To contribute towards the purchase of a dishwasher for the club. 
 
Resolved: To provide funding of £300 
 

ii) Frostoms Pensioners 
Request: To provide funding to support upcoming visit to Blackpool 
 
Resolved To provide funding of £300 

 
C16.73 Funding Requests from 2017-18 Budget 

i) Workington Amateur Operatic Society 
Request: Additional funding of £1,500 for the upcoming performance of Gilbert and 
Sullivan at the Carnegie Theatre on 8 April 2017. 
 
The chair declared an interest for this request and removed himself from discussion, the 
vice chair led this item. 
 
Councillors were supportive of the performance; there was a brief discussion about the 
presentation of the request and a Councillor highlighted that the budgetary information 
should be made clearer. Councillors voted on the request, with a unanimous result. 
 
Resolved: To provide £1,500 of funding from the Cultural Groups Budget. 
 
Councillor McGuckin resumed as chair. 
 

ii) Carnegie Singers 
Request: Continuous funding of £700 for the annual hire of the groups practise rooms at 
the Carnegie Theatre. 
 
Councillors discussed the nature of the funding and were supportive of its objectives. 
The committee felt that the funding would need reviewed annually rather than providing 
it continuously.  
 
Resolved: To provide £700 of funding from the Cultural Groups Budget.  
 

C16.74 Production of Macbeth 
The Committee raised concerns about the number of people that could attend the production 
due to the space available inside Workington Hall. A number of councillors noted that the aim 
behind the production and ticketing had not been established and questioned whether the Town 
Council should be seeking to make concessions for local children or theatrical companies, or 
sell tickets on a first come first serve basis. Councillors debated whether it would be more 
suitable to make the production free and host it outside the Hall to allow the greatest opportunity 
for everyone in Workington to be involved. Councillors requested further information to make an 
appropriate decision. 
 
Resolved: To hold a special meeting in 4 weeks with additional information on the aims of the 
performance and precise seating figures to make a decision on delivering ticketing for the event.  
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C16.75 Cultural Events Programme 
The Events Assistant reported on the upcoming events programme. The next event will be the 
Family Fun Day at Moorclose of the 8 April 2017. The Fun Days following that are over the 
summer, Hallowe’en and Christmas. The next major event is Party in Park; this event has 
recently received £1,500 of sponsorship from Amcor. Further sponsorship is being looked at for 
the Harrington Kite Festival to include a fun fair and market stalls for the event.  
 
Resolved: To note the report. 
 
C16.76 Workington Go 
The Events Assistant provided the committee with an overview of the Workington Go event. 
This was held in Workington Park and the Leisure Centre, in partnership with GLL. There were 
143 bookings altogether, with positive feedback both on the day and following the event. The 
Town Council was praised for hosting an event for this age range, the committee were positive 
about reproducing Workington Go for next year’s programme and highlighted that there may be 
funding available from the Police and Crime Commissioner. The clerk reported that in addition 
to GLL, interested partners for the future included Cumbria Youth Alliance and Active Cumbria.  
 
Resolved: To note the report.  
 
C16.77 Draft Culture and Events Programme Policy 
The clerk provided an overview of the Policy, noting that it related to the programming of the 
events such as hiring local artists and supporting culture in Workington. Councillors discussed 
the requirement for safeguarding and DBS checks for Councillors at events. The clerk 
confirmed that it would not be best practice to conduct DBS checks of all Councillors, and that 
the Safeguarding Officer would make recommendations in her risk assessment if it was 
necessary for the councillors present to hold a current DBS Certificate. Councillors highlighted a 
requirement to include the charging and ticketing for events in the policy so that it could be used 
for events such as Macbeth. The clerk suggested that it may require a separate policy. It was 
proposed to include subsidies for residents of Workington, the unemployed or returning service 
personnel when ticketing for events. 
 
Resolved: To adopt the Policy  
Resolved: To present an Events Charging Policy at a forthcoming Culture Committee. 
 
The meeting closed at 19.14 
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