
 

 

Workington Town Council 
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Culture Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm Tuesday 27 

March 2018 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

A McGuckin (chair) Present** 

M Bainbridge Present 

B Cannon Present 

M Heaslip Present* 

H Harrington Present 

B Miskelly Present 

M Rollo Present* 

J Wright (vice chair) Present 

 

** arrived late (item 4) 

* arrived at 18.40 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Events Officer 

 

C17.62  Apologies 

None. The meeting was chaired by the Vice Chair in the chair’s absence. 

 

C17.63  Declarations of Interest 

Cllr M Heaslip confirmed a previously notified registered other interest in Workington RFC. 

 

C17.64  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 

Act 1960) 

No issues. 

 

C17.65  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 30 January 2018, and affirmed them 

as a true record.  

 

C17.66  Budget Allocations for 2018-19 

The committee reviewed its budget allocations for the coming year. There was some 

discussion about the size of the Christmas lighting budget, and it was affirmed that the 

contract had changed this last year, and that differences should start to be noticeable for the 

coming season. 

 

C17.67  Remembrance 

The Events Officer reported that a steering group, which included representatives from the 

Royal British Legion and various other interested parties, including the chair and a member 



 

 

of the committee had met to discuss how the year would progress. It was suggested that 

other interested councillors, and particularly the mayor, should be able to attend the 

meetings, and it was noted that this was already the case, but that all councillors should be 

made aware.  

 

It was proposed that there would be a floral display in Vulcan Park outlining the number 100, 

which in November would be transformed into a crafted poppy display. The Beacon would 

be lit for the “Battle’s Over -  A Nation’s Tribute” at 7pm, and this would be accompanied by 

a simple ceremony and the opportunity for members of the public to light candles and place 

them in front of the beacon. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

C17.68  Grants and Funding 

a) Derwent Rotary Club 

The committee reviewed its ‘minded-to’ decision, made at the last meeting following a 

presentation by the Derwent Rotary. It was confirmed that the budget allocations 

expected by Full Council had been made. There was some discussion about the actual 

cost of renovating the Christmas sleigh. 

 

Resolved: To offer funding up to £2,000, with an initial payment of £1,500 subject to 

receipts and clawback. A further £500 would be available if required. The split between 

budget headings suggested at the previous meeting would be retained. 

 

b) Second Star Youth Theatre 

The committee considered a funding proposal from Second Star Youth Theatre for a 

series of capacity building developments in the youth section of the Playgoers. There 

was some discussion about the nature of the funding and which budget line was 

applicable. Councillors revisited the issue of commissioning projects  and there was 

concern that the Culture committee was not in a position to offer funding for more than 

the current financial year – that would require endorsement from the Policy and 

Resources Committee. However the proposal was welcomed and it was noted that it 

represented an indigenous recipient for the funding, not an external ‘carpetbagger’.  

 

Resolved: To offer to fund the project in the first year, with a review in November to 

confirm a funding commitment for future years, subject to confirmation by the Policy and 

Resources Committee. 

 

c) Workington Zebras 

Cllr M Heaslip withdrew from this item and the next. 

 

The Committee considered a proposal to assist in the funding of a firework display by 

Workington Zebras at the Ellis Sports Ground. Following discussions about the 

appropriate controls required for a firework display, the previous iterations of such an 

event and the required scale for town council support, there was some discussion about 

the proposed benefits of the project which included fund raising. It was noted that this 

might be another occasion where the town council was being asked to give a sum of 

money to one organisation, in order for it to raise a lesser sum to give to another. It was 



 

 

suggested that there was no objection in principle to there being a large-scale firework 

display in the town, providing it was delivered safely and on a scale to make it 

worthwhile. It wasn’t felt that the proposal would deliver this outcome. 

 

Resolved: Not to support the proposal. 

 

d) Workington Zebras 

The committee considered an application from the Zebras club to assist in the installation 

of a defibrillator at the Ellis Sports Ground to assist in the public safety of sports 

participants and spectators. 

 

Resolved: To offer a Community Service Grant of £300. 

 

C17.69  Jane Pit Miners’ Memorial 

Cllr McGuckin arrived and assumed the chair. 

 

The committee heard a brief progress report on the Heritage Lottery funded project to 

develop Jane Pit as a Miners Memorial. The archaeologists, DigVentures have organised 10 

days of community archaeology on the site and the sessions are now fully booked. The 

project is being publicised on social media and websites. Issues with the lease from 

Allerdale Borough Council are being worked through. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

C17.70  Twinning Association 

Cllr Cannon briefly summarised the recent activity of the Association. The forthcoming Youth 

Camp at Branthwaite will include up 40 young people and helpers from Val de Reuil and 

Selm as well as scouts from Workington. The weekend would include use of the sports 

centre in Workington. The group had successfully re-recruited a number of past members 

who were proficient in French and German. Contact had been made with the Carnegie 

Singers who were celebrating their 45th year by visiting Selm to celebrate the 25th year of 

Twinning. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

C17.71  Memory Cafe 

The Events Officer reported two dates for the Memory Café event to be held again in the 

coming year: on Friday 22 June and Friday 23 November at the Carnegie. The first date was 

subject to the Carnegie’s café work being complete. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

C17 72  Sport Provision 

The committee considered how it would deploy the Sport funding which was allocated at the 

Full Council meeting which approved budgets. It was suggested that the money should be 

used proactively, rather than in a reactive grant-making style. It was noted that Workington 

used to have a Sports Council which included many of the town’s sporting clubs. It was 



 

 

further noted that Allerdale Borough Council had done some research into this matter in 

producing its Sports and Leisure strategies, which could be referenced.  

 

Resolved: That Cllrs Rollo and Heaslip form a working group to consider and develop the 

links required bring forward a plan for the development of this expenditure. 

 

 

C17.73  Forging Links 

The Events officer outlined the history of the Forging Links group and explained that one of 

its current issues was attracting volunteers to the various institutions in the group. She 

proposed that the council sets aside a small budget and some officer time to facilitate a 

Volunteer Recruitment Day. The project would be further promoted through the Town 

Council’s websites and social media. 

 

Resolved: To approve £500 and staff time to develop the Volunteer recruitment day. 

 

The meeting closed at 19:29. 


