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Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council Allotments Committee held 

at 10am Thursday 14 August 2014 in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 

C Armstrong (chair) Present 

A Bales Present 

J Bracken Absent 

B Cannon Apologies 

M Heaslip Present 

E Johnsen Present 

R Jones  Present 

B Miskelly Present 

M Rae Present 

J Wright (vice chair)  Present 

(Vacancy)  

 

Public Participation 

The chair introduced the Public Participation session, which was attended by ten members of 

the public. 

 

The issues raised included the management of water at Newlands Lane and Stoneleigh, the 

necessity for new plot holders to be able to start planting as soon as they assumed their 

tenancies and the need for more inspections to keep plots from getting overgrown. The council 

was asked to name the councillor attached to each site, so tenants had a point of reference. It 

was requested that the access to Stoneleigh was improved. Considerable disquiet was 

expressed over the water bills at Newlands Lane which were deemed to be unnecessary and 

excessive by many of those present. 

 

The chair explained that these issues would be discussed by the committee in due course, 

although the rules of the meeting did not allow immediate action to be recommended that had 

not already been published on the agenda, or wasn’t otherwise already a matter of delegated 

power to officers. 

 

 

A14.12  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr B Cannon 

 

A14.13.  Declarations of Interest 

None were received. 

 

A14.14  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

None 



 

A14.15  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 19 June 2014. 

 

Resolved: To affirm them as a true record. 

 

A14.16. Fencing 

The clerk reported that fencing at Stoneleigh was now in hand. He explained how the land 

transfer of the Annie Pit site had thrown up a query about the boundary of access to the site and 

that he would rather wait until a number of issues had been resolved, particularly a proposal by 

ATS to fence their side of the site. Fencing at Feenans was awaiting further consultation with 

particular tenants. 

 

Resolved: to note the update. 

 

A14.17.  Longer Term Occupancy of the Allotment Estate 

The clerk reported that progress was being made, albeit slowly. The council’s solicitor had 

toured the sites and the searches were grinding through a variety of easements and other 

issues. 

Resolved: to note the update 

 

14.18.  Allotment Contracts for 2014 and 2014-15 

The clerk reported that rent collection was now at 100%, though there were a handful of tenants 

who had yet to pay their water levy. He explained that this portion of their bill was very small, 

and would be added to their next invoices. 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

14.19.  Armed Forces Veterans  

The committee heard that one veteran had come forward and been given a plot on Annie Pit. 

Another had alerted the council to his imminent retirement from the Armed Forces. 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

14.20. Pigeon Contracts 

The clerk reported that the pigeon contracts had been successful so far in acknowledging that 

pigeon keeping required different terms from allotment gardening. Former pigeon huts gave 

considerable problems for their removal and it was not usually possible to pursue a departing 

tenant for the cost. There was some discussion on how water butts could be installed by pigeon 

tenants so that the water was stored in a healthy manner. 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

14.21. Review of Site Issues 

The committee considered the following issues related to specific sites. 

 

a)  Site development at Stoneleigh 



The committee noted the work that had been done at Stoneleigh, but acknowledged there was 

still much to be done there. The clerk reported that he had not as yet received a tenancy 

contract from the Borough Council, and would pursue the issue with appropriate officers. 

 

b) Cranbourne Street Development Plan 

The clerk reported that little progress had been made on the development plan for the site, 

other than active management of the Japanese Knotweed. It was hoped the plan would be 

developed in the autumn. 

 

c) Mountain View Development Plan 

The clerk reported that discussions had taken place with St Mary’s School over the extent of 

their boundary and access to the site. Discussions had also taken place with officers at 

Allerdale Borough Council over the proposition of appending some parts of the site to the 

Harrington Local Nature Reserve. A particular issue was the overgrown and derelict portion 

adjacent to the Eller Beck, which required access through the school land and had been most 

recently used by a former tenant for activities of dubious legality. 

 

Resolved: To note the reports. 

 

14.22. Other issues 

The clerk reported that he was still hoping to acquire land to extend the allotment estate to 

provide capacity to deal with the waiting list, however the plan to acquire land from the County 

Council in Moss Bay by Community Asset Transfer had fallen through.  

 

He expected to have talks with Derwent and Solway and Groundwork NE and Cumbria in 

October about Northside. 

 

The chair asked for volunteers to be a ‘name’ to keep an eye on each site. It was agreed as 

follows: 

 

Park Lane: Town Clerk 

Cranbourne Street: Cllrs C Armstrong and J Bracken 

Mountain View: Cllrs C Armstrong and J Bracken 

Annie Pit/ Feenans, Wesley Street: Cllrs E Johnsen and R Jones 

Stoneleigh: Cllr MJ Heaslip 

Newlands Lane: Cllr A Bales 

Soapery: Cllr E Johnsen 

Northside would be kept under review by council officers. 

The meeting closed at 11.15am.  


