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Minutes of the Policy and Resources committee of Workington Town Council Tuesday 
22 July 2014 in the Town Hall, Workington 
 

C Armstrong (Chair) Present 

M Bainbridge  Present 

M Jones Present 

J Osborn Present 

D Rollo Present 

N Schofield Absent 

J Wright Present 

  

 
 
PR14.15  Apologies 

No apologies were received. 

 

PR14.16  Declarations of Interest 

There were none. 

 

PR14.17 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

It was agreed that the press and public be excluded from Item 14 and 15 because it would 

prejudicial to the public interest to bring contractual or personal information into the public 

domain. 

 

PR14.18  Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 28 May 2014 were received and affirmed as a true record. 

 

PR14.19 Actions from previous meeting  

The Clerk reported that he had spoken to James Watson about the possibility of him acting 

as a consultant for the Harrington Youth Club. He would not be available in the foreseeable 

future, but suggested a budget of around £1,500 ought to secure a consultant to do a job 

similar to the one he did at the Theatre Royal, which netted around £80,000 in grants. 

Resolved: To allocate £1500 from the Community Development budget to offer support to 

the Youth Club. 



 

PR14.20  Workington Town Centre Jobs Fair 

The chair reported that her own experience of the Jobs Fair had been disappointing, 

however, other councillors had very positive experiences. There was a suggestion that the 

fair had not been on the ‘radar’ of other staff at Allerdale Borough dealing with anti-poverty 

issues, and that a more joined-up approach would be beneficial for future events of this 

nature. 

Resolved: To confirm Town Council payment for a banner for the fair, which displayed the 

town council’s support. 

 

PR14.21  Workington in Bloom 

The committee considered how Workington in Bloom should be run following the retirement 

of the chair at the end of this cycle. 

 

It was suggested that the process be taken on by a ‘Task and Finish’ group of the 

Environment Committee, retaining its membership drawn from outside the council. 

Environment Committee would be left to consider the details of the arrangements. 

 

Resolved: To ask the Environment Committee to develop a plan for the continuation of the 

Workington in Bloom process. 

 

PR14.22 Civic Events  

The committee considered a suggestion from the Mayor that Armed Forces Day be included 

in the council’s list of formal civic events. It was noted that not all councillors attend Civic 

Events, and this sometimes led to the council looking unsupportive. It was further noted that 

acknowledgement of Armed Forces Day could be a good way to show the council’s support 

for the unique role of the Armed Services. 

 

Resolved: To put the matter to Full Council. 

 

PR14.23 Children’s Play Areas 

The committee considered how budgets and oversight for the development and ongoing 

maintenance of Play Areas should be allocated.  

Resolved: That the Environment Committee takes the budget for development of sites, but 

the FPE committee retains maintenance. 

 

PR14.24. Moorclose Play Area 

The committee considered the particular issue of the long term absence of children’s play 

facilities in Moorclose. It was noted that there was a history of vandalism and anti-social 



behaviour on the various sites that have had equipment in the past, but that it is over ten 

years since there was any provision beyond the ‘seven slides’ in the Moorclose Green area. 

 

It was suggested that any review of Play provision should include both the Borough council 

and Derwent and Solway. 

 

Resolved: To earmark £10,000 from the Play Areas development budget to see if match 

funding can be gained from partners to address the issue. 

 

PR14.25. Moorclose Community Centre 

No further information was available so this item was withdrawn from the agenda. 

 

PR14.26. Cumbria Youth Alliance 

The committee considered a proposal from Cumbria Youth Alliance for a two year funding of 

the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme in Workington. 

 

The committee were unsure where the scheme fitted into the wider provision for young 

people in the town – for instance, how did it compete with Scouts and Guides? There was 

also some discussion about whether it should be referred to Allerdale Borough Council’s anti-

poverty team. 

 

Resolved: To defer consideration pending more information and to establish whether it 

might not be better suited to a Borough Council project. The clerk to go back to the applicant 

for further discussion. 

 

PR14.27 Town Centre Funding 

The committee considered the proposed £10,000 discretionary funding for the town centre 

from Allerdale Borough Council. The chair explained that this funding had been made 

available for all seven towns in the borough, and was to be deployed through the Town 

Centre Manager for anything that wasn’t related to something that was already funded. 

Suggestions included for a Continental Market, for Heritage Boards, for a new floral display 

centrepiece (but not the Bessemer), a memorial clock, to fix the existing clock, to fix it and 

move it. The committee felt this was an issue Full Council should decide. 

Resolved: To bring a list of suggestions to Full Council in August. 

 

Part Two – The Press and the Public were excluded from this part of the meeting 

under the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960, because their presence 

would be prejudicial to the public interest due to its confidential nature. 

 



PR14.28. Workington Local Food Project 

The committee considered a proposal to support the Workington Local Food Project through 

a funding gap up to next March. It was noted that the council does not usually consider 

funding for salaries. It was noted that the project required a longer term outcome and 

therefore may need short term support to keep it going until alternate funding streams could 

be available. 

Resolved: To offer to support the project up to £5,000, with the aim of securing longer term 

funding to keep its work relevant and necessary. 

 

PR14.29  Town Hall and Accommodation for the Council 

The town clerk reported on the current position of the Town Hall and office accommodation. 

It was noted that the council should consider earmarking a portion of its reserves for 

investment in new or redeveloped premises. 

 

Resolved: To allocate up to £450,000 of reserves for the appropriate development of 

accommodation and other functions as are deemed necessary and desirable.  

Resolved: To maintain dialogue with Allerdale Borough Council on appropriate options for 

accommodation. 

 


