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Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council Allotments Committee held 

at 10am Thursday 19 June 2014 in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 

C Armstrong (chair) Present 

A Bales Present 

J Bracken Absent 

B Cannon Absent 

M Heaslip Apologies 

E Johnsen Present 

R Jones  Present 

B Miskelly Present 

M Rae Absent 

J Wright (vice chair)  Present 

(Vacancy)  

 

A14.1 Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr M Heaslip 

 

A14.2.  Declarations of Interest 

None were received. 

 

A14.3  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) 

None 

 

A14.4  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 24 April 2014. 

 

Resolved: To affirm them as a true record. 

 

A14.5. Fencing 

The clerk reported he had a site visit scheduled later in the day with a fencing contractor to look 

at the remaining fencing requirement for Feenans, where dialogue with tenants had produced a 

number of solutions. They would also look at Stoneleigh, to see how this might be done at less 

risk to the council, given the uncertainty over the tenure of the site. 

 

Resolved: to note the update. 

 

A14.6.  Longer Term Occupancy of the Allotment Estate 

The clerk reported that he had done a comprehensive tour of the sites with the solicitor and a 

number of issues had been highlighted to the Borough Council for resolution. Subsequently he 

had been to a handful of sites with the borough council property officer to see the nature of the 

issues on the ground. The clerk made no apology for the slow rate of progress, expressing the 



view that it was better to be methodical and comprehensive, than to rush and risk missing 

issues. 

Resolved: to note the update 

 

14.7.  Allotment Contracts for 2014 and 2014-15 

The clerk reported that progress on rent collection was around 95 per cent, with only a small 

handful of known issues to chase. One tenant on Annie Pit had an issue which was discussed 

in closed session. 

Resolved: To exclude the press and the public from discussion of an issue on Annie Pit, 

because it is in the public interest. 

14.7a  

A confidential record of this minute is kept on the file. 

Resolved: The clerk to seek resolution of the issue. 

 

14.8.  Armed Forces Veterans  

The committee discussed whether any preference on the Waiting List might be given to 

returning Armed Forces veterans, following a suggestion from the mayor. It was noted that the 

council could consider this to be a part of its role in enacting the public’s covenant with the 

armed forces. 

Resolved: To give preference on the waiting list (ie to offer the next available plot) to returning 

service personnel who make themselves known to the council. 

 

14.9. Tenants Representation 

The committee considered proposals for tenant representation on the Allotments Committee. It 

was noted that the forums had proved a partially successful engagement tool. Previously 

allotment tenants had two co-opted members without voting rights on the committee, however 

this would require a format of electoral mandate. It was suggested that more be made of the 

public participation slot in allotment meetings. 

Resolved: To make more use of public participation slots in committee meetings by improving 

publicity. 

Resolved: To arrange tenants’ forum sessions as follows, with venues subject to confirmation: 

Weds 17 September 7pm Bolton Street Community Hall 

Weds 1 October 7pm St Joseph’s public hall. 

 

14.10. Review of Site Issues 

The committee considered the following issues related to specific sites. 

 

a)  Site development at Stoneleigh 

The committee considered the recurring problem of site security at Stoneleigh and the general 

run down nature of the site. It was noted that this was due in no small part to the uncertainty 



over the tenure. The Borough Council had agreed to offer a shorthold tenancy for no more than 

five years with a break at three years, which at least would allow existing tenants some sort of 

planning space.  

Resolved: To install fencing along the eastern (schoolside) boundary which could be removed 

should the Borough Council decide to dispose of the land. 

Resolved: To deploy a contractor for approx. two weeks to restore the site to greater use. 

Safety measures required would include a handrail on the steps.  

 

b) Cranbourne Street Development Plan 

The clerk updated the committee on the Development Plan for the site. This would include 

water troughs and new pathways. There is a considerable infestation of Japanese knotweed at 

the top of the site, spilling over from Derwent & Solway’s garage site. D&S have agreed to treat 

their side of the boundary, the TC will treat its side. The process may take several years. 

Resolved To note the update 

 

c) Mountain View Development Plan 

The clerk reported that no further progress had been made, as it was pending discussions with 

St Mary’s School. 

 

14.11. Other issues 

The clerk reported that a beekeeper had requested accommodation on Wesley Street. The area 

shown on plans as plot 15 was derelict and had been offered for use. The site required some 

clearing up and a skip would be required. 

 

Water butts would also be installed where possible on Wesley Street. 

 

The meeting closed at 10.45am.  

 

 


