
Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Minutes of the Culture Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm Thursday 19 
November 2015 in the Town Hall, Workington 
 

A McGuckin (chair) Present* 

W Bacon Apologies 

L Baldry Present 

P Bales Present 

B Cannon (vice chair) Present 

B Dixon Apologies 

M Heaslip Present 

C Johanssen Apologies 

K Schofield Absent 

T Wardley Apologies 

C Armstrong (Mayor) Present 

J Wright (deputy Mayor) Present 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Events Officer 

* arrived late.  

 

C15.42  Apologies 

In the absence of the chair, the vice chair stood in for the first few items. Apologies were 

received and accepted from Cllrs W Bacon, B Dixon, C Johanssen and T Wardley. 

 

C15.43.   Declarations of Interest 

None were declared. 

 

C15.44.   Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 

Meetings Act 1960) 

No items. 

 

C15.45.   Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on Thursday 24 September 2015 and 

affirmed them as a true record. It was noted that the confidential minute C15.41 was in 

reference to an event that was now in the public domain, since the application it referred to was 

a public body over which the town council had no control. 



Resolved: To release minute C15.41 from its confidential status. 

 

C15.46  Workington Music Festival 

The committee received correspondence from Workington Music Festival thanking it for its 

contribution to the prizes and prize giving. 

 

Resolved: To note the correspondence, and put it on the noticeboard. 

 

C15.47.  Carnegie Theatre 

Cllr Cannon reminded the committee of her declared registerable other interest in the Carnegie 

Theatre. 

 

The Events Officer updated the committee on developments at the Carnegie Theatre and Arts 

Centre, explaining that the Trust were working on proposals to match fund the council’s financial 

support. It was noted that the theatre’s production of Brundibar had received an award at the 

Cumbria Life Culture Awards. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

C15.48.  Twinning Association 

The vice chair reported that a delegation from the Twinning Association and councillors were 

attending the Christmas Market in Selm, though unfortunately this clashed with Workington’s 

own Christmas lights switch on.  

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

C15.49. App 

The Events Officer reported on the proposal for the development of supporting input for the 

Workington App. The App had been developed for smaller towns like Maryport, but in the 

Workington context there would be severe challenges in keeping the data up to date. It was 

estimated that it might take as much as one day per week of staff time to ensure effective 

coverage. The council had therefore sought quotes for the work and the only viable response 

has been from CN group, whose proposal the committee had been given. 

 

Resolved: To bring forward the CN proposal for supporting the app. This would be discussed 

with partners at the Borough Council to deliver a cost effective co-funded app and website 

promoting the town. 

 



Cllr McGuckin arrived and assumed the chair. He thanked officers and volunteers for the work 

done so far with Fun Days and other events. 

 

C15.50. Christmas Lights and Winter Festival 2015  

The Events Officer reported on the final arrangements for the Winter Wonderland Festival and 

Christmas lights switch on. There would be 20 stalls on Finkle Street, facepainting and 

storytelling. The Snow Globe feature was being well supported on FaceBook. The Rotary 

Santa’s Grotto would be in a shop unit on Campbell-Savours Way, and would be decorated by a 

local student. Lantern parade workshops had been successful so far with over 100 made. 

Reindeers for a shop competition were awaiting distribution. She asked councillors to sign up 

for a volunteer rota. There would be notices on Free attractions and other prices were being 

subsidised to ensure that the event was affordable. Night-time economy businesses had been 

encouraged to get involved, but the response had been very limited. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

C15.51.  Christmas Lights and Winter Festival 2016 

The committee considered how it would give effective input and oversight of events in the 

coming year, particularly Christmas 2016 and Paint the Town Red. They considered forming a 

subgroup, but felt there was no reason to exclude councillors who wanted to attend. 

 

Resolved: To convene an additional meeting of the Committee members and officers to act as 

a Task and Finish Group to liaise over the delivery of the two festivals. 

 

C15.52. Jane Pit Memorial  

The committee were updated on the actions taken towards the development of a memorial to 

the Mineworkers of Workington at the Jane Pit site. The clerk had discussed the matter with 

Historic England and the county archaeological service and was developing a plan that would 

lead to a Heritage Lottery bid. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

C15.53.  Heritage Institutions 

It was noted that the Workington Heritage Group agm is on Thursday 26 November and there 

would be more to discuss after that time. 

 

C15.54. Paint the Town Red Festival 

The Events Officer updated the committee on the progress made towards the delivery of the 

festival in 2016. There would be no road closures -  the events would be spread between the 



town centre and the parks. Bookings were being taken for up to 40 stalls in Vulcan Park, and 

entertainment would have a family focus. There was some discussion about a headlining stage 

act, but this was still under consideration. There would be a stage area and it was suggested 

dancing and tap would be a popular act. 

 

Resolved: To convene a Task and Finish Group as per C15.51. 

 

C15.55. Dippy the Dinosaur Exhibition 

The Clerk reported that a bid to host Dippy the Dinosaur in Workington had been made in 

conjunction with Energus. The result of the bid was awaited from the Natural History Museum. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

C15.56.  Budget 2016-17 

The committee considered its recommendations for the Culture element of the council’s budget 

for 2016-17. These included a new ‘Arts Promotion’ budget to accommodate any plans coming 

forward for working with the Carnegie, and to allow the committee to promote further events 

from its list of suggested activities. Other budget lines were raised or lowered depending on the 

current outturn, but Youth Engagement with Sport would now concentrate on Sports Day 

promotion with partners, allowing Fun Days to develop their own budget line. Following 

discussion, the Fun Day element was increased by £5,000. The Heritage budget reflected the 

planned expenditure on Jane Pit in the coming year. 

 

Resolved: To recommend the following budget for 2016-17. 

 

Activity 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Festivals 20000 20000 20000 20000 

Schools Festival 0 0 0 0 

Youth sport 5000 5000 5000 5000 

Heritage 20000 10000 10000 10000 

Town Band 1200 1200 1200 1200 

Christmas lights 45000 45000 45900 46818 

Christmas festival 15000 17500 20000 20400 

Remembrance 1000 1000 1000 1000 

Town Centre Music 4500 4500 4590 4682 

Twinning 5000 5000 5000 5000 

Promoting Workington 2000 10000 10000 10000 

Community Grants 3000 3000 3000 3000 

Fun Days 15000 15000 15200 15404 

Arts promotion 10000 10000 10000 10000 

     

Total 146700 147200 150890 152504 



The meeting closed at 7.00pm. 


