
Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council Allotments Committee held 

at 10am Thursday 16 June 2016 in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 

C Armstrong (chair) Present 

A Bales Present 

P Bales Present 

B Cannon Apologies 

H Harrington Present 

C Johanssen Apologies 

B Miskelly Present 

V Morgan Present 

J Osborn Apologies 

K Schofield Present* 

*arrived late 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk 

 

Public Participation 

Two members of the public were present. 

 

It was reported that the gate on Newlands Lane allotment is broken. The chair noted that it was 

being repaired on 17 June 2016. There was some discussion into unlet and unkempt sites. The 

clerk noted that vacancies were being filled and that the estates team are working on treating 

persistent Mare’s Tail.  

 

Concerns were also raised about the safety of fencing for cultivation of bees on Soapery and 

unlawful hunting in the allotments. The committee discussed their concerns and noted they 

would look into this further.  

 

A16.1 Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs B Cannon, C Johanssen and J Osborn. 

 

A16.2  Declarations of Interest 

There were no further declarations 

 

A16.3  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) 

The press and public will be excluded from item 16.8 

 

A16.4 Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 17 March 2016 and affirmed them as a 

true record. 

 

 



 

A16.5 Workington Local Food Partnership 

The committee received an update from the clerk that the gardens on Wastwater Ave have now 

been handed over from Your Derwent & Solway. The layout of the beds and potential tenants 

for vacant land was also discussed. The council is awaiting further documentation and 

confirmation from Duncan Tilbe, at Impact Housing, about transferring the land at the Oval site 

in Salterbeck to the Town Council. 

 

Resolved: The clerk to provide a review in September.   

 

A16.6. Soapery 

The clerk reported that there have been a number of complaints about the parking at the 

Soapery site. There was a discussion about how vehicles are parked in the area and the 

potential for introducing parking bays. It was also raised that the fencing and gate provisions are 

not convenient for tenants and result in recurring issues. 

 

Resolved: To review the parking and access arrangements at the site.  

 

A16.7 Report Newlands Lane and Stoneleigh 

It was reported to the committee that there was a considerable amount litter on the path into 

Newlands Lane allotments. Work on plots 10 and 23 has started, but further work is required on 

plot 26. The committee discussed whether these larger plots could be divided and raised beds 

introduced. 

 

Development at the Stoneleigh site is partially completed, however it was noted that there is an 

excess amount of rubble that needs removing. The committee discussed that during previous 

developments to the site there have been access issues that restrict the removal of the debris. 

A member of the public commented that there are also issues with the fencing and gates. There 

was a discussion about the how appropriate the current fences and gates are. Issues 

surrounding ownership of the site were also raised.  

 

Resolved: To introduce raised bedding on appropriate plots on Newlands Lane. To continue 

development of the Stoneleigh site and consider options of removing excess rubble when works 

are complete.  

 

A16.8. Northside Development Plan 

The clerk reported to the committee that the rat population at the site was confirmed by 

Environmental Health as an issue requiring immediate action. Rentokill have placed boxes 

around the perimeter at a cost of £700. The reallocation of plots was discussed, including the 



progress of moving the dog breeders to more adequate plots at the north of the site. There was 

some discussion on the ongoing development of the site. It was noted that additional clearing is 

required for weeds and sheds. The committee discussed the possibility for recruiting volunteers 

and working with the probation service to help with the work.  

 

Resolved: The clerk to make enquires with probation service for volunteering. 

 

Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) 

The committee considered whether to exclude the press and public from the next agenda item 

because the issue involved contractual negotiations which are not yet in the public domain.  

 

Resolved: To exclude the press and public from the consideration of the next item. 

 

A16.9 Tenancy Transfers 

A copy of this confidential minute is kept on the file. 

 

A16.10 Future Concerns 

The committee discussed the requirement for a site visit to Northside allotments prior to the 

community meeting, planned for the week for commencing 26 September 2016. It was raised 

that the council now manages a number of sites and it was discussed whether there is sufficient 

capacity to maintain them. The clerk noted that this was currently being reviewed.  

 

Resolved: To hold a site visit at Northside, on the 1 September 2016, at 10:00am for committee 

members.  

 

The meeting closed 11.10am 


