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Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council Allotments Committee held 
at 10am Thursday 20 June 2013 in the Town Hall, Workington. 
 

C Armstrong (chair); 
J Wright (vice chair);  
G Humes 
B Cannon; 
A Lawson 
 

P 
Ap 
P 
Ap 
P 

B Miskelly 
W Bacon 
M Jones  
E Johnsen 
J Bracken 

Ab 
Ab 
P 
P 
Ap 

 

A13.1. Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs J Bracken, B Cannon, J Wright. 

 

A13.2.  Declarations of Interest 

None were received. 

 

A13.3.  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) 

None 

 

A13.4.  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 1 May 2013 were received and affirmed as a true record. 

 

A13.5. Rent Collection 2013 

The clerk reported that the collection of rents had gone quite well with only a handful 

outstanding. A tenant had asked if he might pay in two instalments, because of recent hardship, 

and the committee resolved to allow him to do this. 

 

Resolved without prejudice to allow a tenant to pay their rent in two instalments due to recent 

hardship 

Resolved to note the report from the Town Clerk. 

 

A13.6. Site visits 

The committee considered the report from the recent site visits and resolved the following: 

 

Resolved: To waive water charges on Plot 6 Mountain View 



Resolved To seek to remove Plot 6 Mountain View from the council allotments list, by either 

transferring the tenancy to the landowner (Allerdale Borough Council), altering the terms of the 

existing tenancy, or determining the current lease and not renewing it for anyone in the future. 

The clerk would consult with the landowner. 

 

Resolved: To revisit other sites on Mountain View not accessible to the committee during the 

visit. 

 

Resolved To consider the issue of the water at 12b Feenans again after further investigation. 

Resolved To assess safety concerns with plot holders about fire risk. 

Resolved To investigate tenancy/ownership issues at Plot 13 Feenans 

 

Resolved To cost new fencing at Feenans and adjacent sites for consideration at a future 

meeting. 

 

A13.7.  Tenants Meeting 

The committee considered the report from the Tenant’s Meetings. 

 

There was no immediately apparent reason why one meeting was well attended and the other 

poorly attended. 

 

Resolved To take forward the suggestion of a change in the Allotment year to November – 

November from November 2014. 

 

A13.8. Estate Worker 

The committee received an update from the clerk on the progress made towards the 

employment of an Estate Worker. 

The timetable would be as follows:  

1 August 2013 Deadline for applications 

w/c 4 August Shortlisting 

w/c11 August interviews 

 

A13.9.  Longer Term Occupancy of the Allotment Estate 

The Clerk reported that progress had been made on the longer term occupancy of the Allotment 

Estate. A further meeting had been arranged with Allerdale officers to identify where problems 

might arise and what other sites might be included in any transfer. 

 

A13.10. Correspondence 



The Committee noted an invite from Gordon Henry at Derwent and Solway Housing Association 

for the council to send a representative to their local food initiative meetings. Cllr Armstrong 

would attend on behalf of the committee. 

 

(Cllr Lawson left the meeting at this point) 

 

A13.11. Review of the Sites 

The committee considered the day-to day management issues of the following sites 

 

a)  Soapery 

It was noted that the asbestos garage demolition had gone ahead without notifying the tenant. 

The clerk apologised for any misunderstanding and explained that the tenant had also received 

an immediate apology and an assurance that her tenancy for parking would continue to be 

honoured for its term whilst the council considered parking provision at Soapery. 

 

There were a number of suggestions about how parking provision might best be delivered on 

the site, including a suggestion that the entrance to the site is widened. The Soapery 

development plan would include such ideas. 

It was noted that Rentokil had been engaged to deal with vermin. 

 

The request by tenant to move his tenancy from Annie Pit to Soapery resulted in considerable 

debate, after which Cllr Humes left the room, leaving the committee inquorate. 

 

The meeting closed at 11.45 since no further business could be transacted. 


