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 Workington Town Council

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS

Telephone: 01900 702986

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 
29th September 2021 WTC Community Centre, Princess St, Workington.

	C Armstrong
	Present
	J Kirkbride
	Present

	M Bainbridge
	Absent
	Antony McGuckin
	Absent

	H Briggs
	Present
	S Melton
	Present

	R Briggs
	Present
	B Miskelly
	Present

	B Cannon
	Apologies
	Patricia Poole
	Present

	B Dixon
	Present
	D Rollo
	Present

	D Farrar
	Present
	B Sansom
	Present

	S Fryer
	Apologies
	P Scott
	Present

	G Glaister
	Present
	S Stoddart
	Present

	H Harrington
	Present
	W Wilkinson
	Present

	M Heaslip
	Present
	L Williams
	Present

	
	
	E Wood
	Apologies

	J King
	Present 
	
	


In attendance: Town Clerk
Public Participation

Cllr A McGuckin chose to attend as members of the public due to perceived irregularities (see statement attached to previous minutes).
Cllr B Miskelly brought to the council’s attention that motions were usually addressed at the beginning of the meeting, the Mayor decided to keep the agenda as written.
20.38.
Apologies

The Council received and accepted apologies from Cllrs Sue Fryer, Cllr Barbara Cannon and Cllr E Wood, for reasons approved by the Council under the terms of Local Government Act, 1972, s85.
Vote (to accept apologies)
For 16

Against 0

Abstain 3
20.39. 
Declarations of Interest

No additional interests were declared not already in the committee meeting minutes.
20.40. 
Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)

No items were identified as requiring the exclusion of press or public.

20.41. 
Minutes of the previous Full Council meeting

The Council received the minutes of the meeting on 11th May 2021 and affirm them as a true record. The council received the minutes of the 27th July 2021 (not 28th as stated in the agenda), Cllr Rollo objected to the word ‘outburst’ and asked that it be replaced with a less emotive word.

Resolution:  To remove the word ‘outburst’ from the minutes of the 27th July 2012.
20.42. 
Mayoral Announcements.
Mayor’s calendar of events since Full Council Meeting on Tuesday 27th July 2021 
	Date
	Event
	Time

	Saturday 7 August 2021
	Reception Ramblers visit with the Mayor to Fire Station


	9.30 am

	Saturday 14 August 2021
	Family Fun Day, Northside

Mayor’s Charity Event – cruise on Derwentwater


	1.0 – 4.00 pm

5.00 pm 

	Sunday 15 August 2021
	Raising the flag for VJ Day, Workington Town Council CC

Mayor’s Civic Service, St Mary’s, Harrington

Newlands Lane Allotments Open Day


	9.15 am

10.15 for 10.30 am

1.00 – 3.00 pm

	Saturday 21 August 2021
	101st Anniversary of The Vets Club (formerly known as Workington Discharged Sailors and Soldiers Club)


	Evening visit

	Saturday 28 August 2021
	Harrington Marina Day
	10.00 – 4.00 pm

	Friday 3 September 2021
	Fly the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day, WTCCC

Marsh & Quay reunion, Senhouse Street Working Men’s Club


	10.00 am

7.30 pm

	Tuesday 14 September 2021
	100th Anniversary of the Consecration of Our Lady & St Michael’s Church


	6.30 pm

	Sunday 19 September 2021
	Mayor of Allerdale Civic Service, All Saints Church, Boltongate


	10.30 for 11.00 am

	Monday 20 September 2021
	Cumbria Pride flag raising, Workington Town Council CC


	9.00 am

	Friday 24 September 2021
	Macmillan Coffee Morning, Workington Town Council CC


	10.00 am

	Saturday 25 September 2021
	Opening Bee Active Family Fun Day

Autism Society

Workington Cricket Club
	11.30 am


Deputy Mayor’s calendar of events since Full Council Meeting on Tuesday 27 July 2021 

	Date
	Event
	Time

	Saturday 7 August 2021
	Family Fun Day, Moss Bay
	1.00 – 4.00 pm

	Sunday 15 August 2021
	Newlands Lane Allotments Open Day


	1.00 – 3.00 pm

	Saturday 21 August 2021
	Family Fun Day, Vulcan Park
	1.00 – 4.00 pm


Resolution: To note the report
Report from Committees 

20.43. Finance and General Purposes Committee

The Council received the draft minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting on 25th May 2021 and 14th September 2021.
Cllr B Miskelly questioned the lack of employee details and was informed that there were no new employee issues to report. Cllr Miskelly further questioned why an apprentice had been advertised for when it was agreed (at the previous Full Council Meeting) than a grounds worker and apprentice would be employed? Cllr Scott explained that it was agreed that two apprentices would be employed however in order that the Estates Team could accommodate the new apprentices they would be employed one at a time. 

Resolved: To accept the minutes from the 25th May 2021 and the 14th September 2021.
20.44. Planning Committee

The Council received the draft minutes of the Planning Committee meeting on 2nd August 2021 and 6th September 2021.
Cllr M Heaslip raised the point that Item 5 of the minutes of the 2nd August 2021 should be removed as that item was not quartet.
Vote to remote stated item

For 17

Against 0
Abs 0 

Resolved: To amend the minutes from the 2nd August2021 
Resolution: To accept the minutes of the 6th September 2021.

20.45. Environment Committee

The Council received the draft minutes of the Environment Committee meeting on 9th September 2021.
Some councillors had not received their copy of the committee meeting minutes.

Mark Jenkinson MP attended the meeting to answer question regarding the rising occurrences of anti-social behaviour. Mr Jenkinson explained that there were more police patrols, that if you had any incidents of anti-social behaviour call 101 or email 101 to report. For cases of emergency dial 999. As the police have not attended council meeting’s we can write to Mr Jenkinson who will contact the police on our behalf.
Cllr J King, Cllr H Harrington, Cllr P Poole, and Cllr B Dixon all stated the alarming rate in the rise of anti-social behaviour and that Whitehaven police have been known to answer calls for Workington.
Mr Jenkinson advised councillors to write to him with details. 

Cllr Kirkbride stated that the area had a lack of youth provision, Mr Jenkinson reported that Cumbria County Council had received £10m for youth provision and that proceeds of crime was given to youth provision.
Resolved: To defer the minutes from the 9th September 2021. 
Resolved: For councillors to contact Mr Jenkinson in writing with specific concerns regarding anti-social behaviour.

20.46. Culture Committee

The Council received the draft minutes of the Culture Committee meeting on 7th September 

2021.

Cllr D Farrer noted that the quote for the railings for the VE/VJ statue is incorrect.

Cllr B Miskelly commented that railings around a monument were ‘disgusting’.

Cllr M Heaslip stated that budgets could not be committed by committees and that the authority to spend the council budget lay with the full council. At last meeting this was raised and should have been brought to this council meeting.
Resolved: To accept the minutes from the 7th September 2021.
To assess whether spending has to be authorised through full council meetings

20.47.
Remembrance Working Group

Cllr C Armstrong asked for cross party volunteers to join the Remembrance Working Group with members of other groups within Workington to organise the Remembrance Sunday event in 2022.

Volunteer: Cllr J Kirkbride, Cllr David Farrar, Cllr Paul Scott and Cllr H Harrington.

20.48
Allotment Rent Rises
The Council were asked to consider the rate at which allotment rents would rise in the coming year. The rate of inflation is 3%.

Cllr W Wilkinson explained that the rent usually rose with inflation.

Cllr B Dixon considered that inflation was high.

Cllr D Rollo expressed her concern that this had been a difficult year and that many families were on a reduced income therefore could rents be frozen this year?
Cllr J Kirkbride questioned the cost of the allotments.

Cllr H Harrington explained that a 3% rise would mean an average of 3pence a week in monetary terms.

Cllr P Scott explained that the allotment sites required attention and that 3% was a reasonable rise to charge.

Cllr M Heaslip questioned why this was being sought now – it was explained that the next full council meeting would be too late to issue notices to plot holders for their annual invoices.
Vote to raise allotment rents by 3%
For 13

Against 3
Abs 1

Resolution: To raise WTC allotment rents by 3%

20.49.
Allan Woodward

A member of Workington public has requested to install a raised flower bed on WTC land in order for his mother to enjoy - who has failing mental health. Cllr H Harrington expressed a wish for the council to form a deed of interest and charge a peppercorn rent.
Vote to allow Allan Woodward to build a raised flower bed.

For   18
Against 0
Abs 1
Resolved: To allow Allan Woodward to build a raised flowerbed after the issue of a deed of interest with details of a peppercorn rent.
20.50. Legal Advice
The council considered the cost of seeking legal advice regarding an ongoing issue with question of the legal standing of the newest councillors. Quoted as £1000.00 - £1,200.00.
Cllr S Stoddart questioned why the council was paying just to appease one councillor?

Cllr W Wilkinson suggested that WTC wait for legal advice from NALC before paying taxpayers money.
Cllr J King asked Cllr M Heaslip if he would be satisfied and WTC could put the matter to rest if NALC agreed with CALC’s summation of the situation?

Cllr M Heaslip stated that it would depend if NALC were asked the correct questions.

Cllr H Harrington stated that she was unable to justify supporting the spending of taxpayers money, that the issue should be resolved and the council must be allowed to return to the work of serving the people of Workington.

Vote to wait for legal advice from NALC before committing to spend on private legal advice.
For 12

Against 0

Abs 7
20.51.
Code of Conduct

The council considered adherence to the code of conduct.
Cllr S Stoddart asked Cllr D Rollo to apologise for her actions towards him (at the last full council meeting).

Cllr D Rollo explained that that was under police investigation and could not be discussed.

20.52. Motion from Cllr Heaslip

To move

 "Council regrets that the four newly elected councillors, elected at 

 the by-elections in May, were incorrectly and unlawfully told that 

 they could not attend the Extraordinary Meeting of the Council on 11 May.

 Council further regrets that those four councillors were rendered 

 unable to make their Declarations of Acceptance of Office by the 

deadline required by Section 83(4) of Local Government Act 1972 and 

 are therefore unable to function as Councillors, with the result that 

 the Council has been operating in continuing illegality since 11 May 

2021.

 Council therefore resolves:

 a) to make a formal apology to the four newly elected councillors;

 b) more importantly, to make a formal public apology to the electors 

of the three wards in question whose rights of democratic 

representation have been compromised;

c) to seek urgent legal advice as to whether the Council can be 

restored to legality, and if it can be, how can that be achieved. "

As the issue of legal advice is still to be received (see 20.50.) to resolve no formal decision could be made on this motion.

The meeting closed at 21.10.
