
Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Minutes of the Culture Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm Thursday 21 
January 2016 in the Town Hall, Workington 
 

A McGuckin (chair) Present 

W Bacon Apologies 

L Baldry Present 

P Bales Present* 

B Cannon (vice chair) Present 

B Dixon Apologies 

M Heaslip Apologies 

C Johanssen Apologies 

K Schofield Absent 

T Wardley Present 

C Armstrong (Mayor) Present 

J Wright (deputy Mayor) Present* 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Events Officer 

* arrived late.  

 

C15.57  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs W Bacon, B Dixon, M Heaslip and C 

Johanssen. 

 

C15.58.   Declarations of Interest 

None were declared. 

 

C15.59.   Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 

Meetings Act 1960) 

No items. 

 

C15.60.   Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on Thursday 19 November 2015 and 

affirmed them as a true record.  

 

 



C15.61  Carnegie Theatre 

The Events Officer reported that there was as yet nothing fresh to report from the Carnegie 

Theatre with regards to their match funding of the recent Town Council grant. Members 

observed that the Arts Centre need not consider match funding to be required for every project 

for which they were seeking financial assistance from the council. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

Cllr Wright arrived. 

 

C15.62  Twinning Association 

The Mayor reported on the recent meeting of the Twinning Association. A summer camp is 

proposed for young people from Selm and Val de Reiull and their respective twin towns (six 

towns in all). It would be on 15-17 August 2016. Activities were also planned for the 20th 

anniversary of the Val de Reuil twinning charter in 2017. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

Cllr P Bales arrived. 

 

C15.63  App 

The Events Officer reported that CN Group and Flame Concepts had been commissioned to 

work together on content for the Town App, funded through Allerdale’s Town Centre grant 

scheme. There was some discussion of electronic matrix boards, which it was proposed should 

also be funded from the Town Centre scheme. Site suggested included the foot of Ramsay 

Brow, the new sports centre, Murray Road and the Carnegie Theatre. A proposal would be 

brought to the next ordinary meeting of the committee. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

C15.64.   Events Programme update 

The Events Officer reported on the remaining programme arranged for the current financial 

year. The Photo Festival would bring touring work from the Carlisle Photo Festival to the town 

centre between 25 March and 7 April. There would be display boards and workshops. The 

Events Officer was concerned that councillors might feel she had a conflict of interest, because 

she had recently been invited to join the board of the Photo Festival. Councillors were happy 

that this indicated a degree of cudos and that the officer’s professionalism would not allow her 

position to colour her judgement in such matters. 

 



The committee heard that the Rosehill Theatre were organising community opera workshops in 

Moorclose and that there would be a performance at St John’s Church on 28 February at 3pm. 

All councillors would be invited to attend. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

C15.65. Queen’s 90th Birthday 

The committee consider proposals from the Royal Pageantmaster that the town marks the 

Queen’s 90th birthday on 21 April 2016 by lighting a beacon.  

 

Resolved: That the beacon should be lit (subject to appropriate risk appraisal), and that the 

Queen be sent an official birthday card, depicting councillors formally gowned. A large cake 

could also be commissioned. 

 

Resolved:  A tea party should be held on the day of the Queen’s official  birthday (11 June). 

Particulars to be confirmed by officers in due course. 

 

C15.66.  Fun Days 

The committee heard the proposals for the 2016 Fun Day programme: 

.  

19 March Spring Fun Day  Moorclose Sports Centre 

6 August    Harrington Marina 

13 August    Moorclose Green 

27 August    Vulcan Park 

29 October    Halloween (town centre venue tbc) 

10 Dec    Christmas (town centre venue tbc) 

 

The summer events in Harrington and Moorclose would require marquees if they were to be 

considered weather proof. The committee was asked to vire £4,500 from the proposed Arts 

Promotion budget to the Fun Days budget. It was noted that plans for 2017 would include 

activities in Northside, Moss Bay and Stainburn. It was further noted that activities for older 

children would be brought forward separately. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

Resolved: To vire £4,500 from the Arts Promotion budget for marquee hire. 

 

C15.67. Helena Thompson Museum 

The committee considered a report from the Helena Thompson Museum on the progress of 

developing an education project with council funding. 



 

Resolved: To note the report, with the observation that the Museum should ensure the grant 

funding is spent in a timely fashion. 

 

C15.68. Helena Thompson Museum 

The committee considered an application for additional funding from the Helena Thompson 

Museum for a series of ‘Reunions’. 

 

Resolved: To support the proposal with a grant of £1,000, with the condition that Seaton is 

removed from the list and replaced with Moorclose. Salterbeck may also be added. The money 

should be spent within 18 months of the payment. 

 

C15.69. Christmas Lights and Winter Festival 2015  

The committee heard that the lights had survived the winter storms, but water ingress in the 

timing boxes had caused occasional outages. The Lights Switch-on had been a wash out 

because of the weather but the council had performed well in the circumstances. The take-down 

was complete and lights would be sent back to LITE for restoration. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

C15.70. Major Events Task and Finish Group 

The committee discussed the Task and Finish arrangements for Christmas 2016 and Paint the 

Town Red.  

 

Resolved: A sub-committee of Cllrs Armstrong, Cannon, Wardley and McGuckin  would liaise 

with the Events Officer to arrange dates. 

 

The meeting closed at 18.55. 


