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Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm on 

29 July 2014 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

C Armstrong Present 

W Bacon (Vice Chair) Absent 

H Harrington Present 

E Johnsen Present 

M Jones (Chair of Workington in Bloom) Present 

A Lawson Absent 

B Miskelly Present 

W Reville Present 

D Rollo (Chair) Apologies 

M Rollo Apologies 

M Bainbridge (Deputy Mayor) Not present 

 

E14.19  Apologies 

Apologies were received late from Cllrs D Rollo and M Rollo (at the end of the 

meeting). Cllr C Armstrong took the chair.  

 

E14.20  Declarations of Interest 

None 

 

E14.21  Exclusion of Press and Public 

The committee resolved to exclude the Press and the Public from consideration of 

agenda item 8, under s1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960), 

because publicity would not be in the public interest. 

 

E14.22  Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 19 June 2014 were affirmed as a true record. 

 

E14.23  Harrington Reservoir 

The Public and Press were excluded from the consideration of this item. 

 

The committee considered a paper from Allerdale Borough Council’s Parks and 

Open Spaces Officer on the options for clearing the silt at Harrington Reservoir. It 

was understood that these were still tentative, which is why the report was 

confidential. 

 

Resolved: To support approach No 4 in the report for silt traps and local disposal of 

the silt on the land below the dam. The suggested Town Council element of up to 

£6,000 could be supported, subject to budgetary scrutiny. 

 



E14.24  Workington Nature Partnership 

In the absence of the chair, the clerk reported on the last meeting of the steering 

group, explaining that the Nature Partnership Officer was beginning to find her feet 

and that the work in Harrington was proving effective. There were also some good 

developments in Siddick, including contact with Northside School.  

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

E14.25  Workington in Bloom 

The chair reported that the feedback from the judges had been very positive, and the 

judging day seemed to go very well. The baskets and mangers looked good and the 

town was clean. The Rathbone work on Vulcans Lane seemed less successful and 

clearly further thought would have to go into this and the corner of Washington Street 

in future years. There didn’t seem to be any recognition of the Town Council’s input. 

 

The presentations would be on 13 September and the clerk will check that all 

Workington’s community entrants are aware of the arrangements. The Town Council 

will be represented by Cllrs M Jones, C Armstrong, E Johnsen and the Mayor. 

 

Looking to the future it was noted that the chair was standing down this year and that 

new leadership would be required for the town council’s entry. Policy and Resources 

had proposed to form a ‘Task and Finish’ group from the Environment Committee to 

continue with the work. There would be a final meeting of the existing sub-committee 

in October 2014, for a wash up session, then the new group would kick off in 

February/March 2015. 

 

Resolved: To accept the report. 

Resolved: That the clerk check that relevant invites would go to all the community 

groups in Workington for the awards day. 

  

E14.26  Hanging Baskets Competition 

The committee was reminded that it had decided not to run the Gardens competition 

this year, and instead offer five £100 prizes for the best hanging baskets. There was 

some discussion about how this might be achieved and a number of particularly good 

examples were suggested. 

 

Resolved: To conclude photographic entries by 8 August and to convene a 

subsequent judging panel the following week. 

 

E14.27  Back Lanes 

a) The clerk reported that he was finding it difficult to engage with Cumbria County 

Council over the plans for Frostoms Road back lane, but he would persevere.  

b) The clerk outlined the approach taken to the issues behind Vulcans Lane and 

Oxford Street. He had met with Allerdale street scene officers and they had 

concluded that a clean-up by the Probation Service would be the most effective, 

coupled with a letter from the council explaining what had been done and how it now 

looked to residents to maintain the lane. If this approach was successful it could be 



applied to Yeowartville, Bolton Street and Gray Street where problems of neglect and 

anti-social behaviour had been reported. 

Resolved: To support this approach and monitor its success. 

 

E14.28  Dog Fouling 

It was noted that the proposed Dog Control Orders for the whole of Allerdale Borough 

had now been called in by Borough Scrutiny, and therefore the timetable had been 

halted. The clerk reported that he had recently attended a Clerk’s meeting at which 

the issue was discussed. One council reported that they had got hold of one of the 

‘no fouling’ notice templates and liberally deployed it themselves around their parish. 

He reported that the Borough portfolioholder had been supportive of this approach, 

and he would pursue it further. It was suggested that the council could go further on 

street cleanliness and employ its own community cleaner, to complement the work of 

Borough Council staff. 

Resolved: To bring the suggestion of the employment of a street cleaner to Policy 

and Resources 

Resolved: To continue to monitor the options available for combatting dog fouling. 

 

E14.29. Play Areas Development 

The committee briefly considered what resources would be required for the extension 

of Play Area provision. The clerk reported that a basic Play Area could be installed 

for £20-25,000. Liaison with Borough Council officers would be required to deliver 

one in Moorclose, where there was clearly a need. 

The committee requested that the Planning Committee consider the insistence on 

adequate play provision as a planning condition on any housing development of a 

reasonable size. 

Resolved: To draw the need for Play Areas to the attention of the Planning 

Committee. 

Resolved: To liaise with Borough Council officer over the development of a Play 

Area in Moorclose. 

 

Cllr H Harrington left the meeting at this point. 

 

14.30   Workington Community Emergency Plan 

Cllr Johnsen reported that she had attended the last Community Emergency Plan 

session at St Michael’s Church. The committee was reminded that the Emergency 

Plans were supposed to fill a need at the lowest level of organisation, complementing 

the ‘blue light’ emergency planning and the other statutory roles of the borough and 



county councils. Further engagement was needed and more councillors were urged 

to take an interest. 

Resolved: To note the report. 

  

 

The meeting closed at 7.01pm. 

 


