
Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

19 May 2016 

To Members of Culture Committee 

A McGuckin chair H Harrington 

C Armstrong M Heaslip 

M Bainbridge B Miskelly 

P Bales M Rollo 

B Cannon T Wardley 

 

(Copy for information only to other members of Workington Town Council) 

 

You are summoned to a meeting of Workington Town Council Culture Committee on Thursday 

26 May 2016 at 6pm at the Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Chris Bagshaw 

Town Clerk 

 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies 

To receive and accept any apologies for absence. 

 

2.  Declarations of Interest 

To receive any declarations of interest relating to matters which appear on this agenda, but 

which have not been previously declared on members’ declarations of pecuniary interest and 

other interests. 

 

3.  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) 

To consider whether there are any agenda items during consideration of which the press and 

public should be excluded. 



4. Minutes of the Previous Meetings 

To receive the minutes of the meetings on 31 March 2016 and affirm them as a true record. 

 

5.  Cultural Events Programme 2016 

a) To receive a presentation on the council’s cultural activities in the past year, and of the 

agreed Events to come.  

 

b) To receive a brief update on the plans for the Christmas Festival and to make a 

recommendation to officers on the staging contractor. Note: This item may be considered 

following the exclusion of press and public under the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960, because the information to be discussed is commercially sensitive. 

 

6.  Twinning Association 

To receive a report from members of the Twinning Association on their activities. 

 

7.  Community Service Grant 

To consider an application for a Community Service Grant as follows: 

a) Castle Rock 

£300 

To support the Castle Rock mini-festival in Hall Park walled garden. 

 

b) Workington and District Amateur Musical Society 

£300 

For staging costs for Disney’s High School Musical 

 

8. Workington App and Matrix signs 

To receive an update on the development of technology promoting activities in the town using 

the Borough Council’s Town Centre Grants programme. 

 

9. Cultural Events Programme 2017 

To consider any initiatives for the 2017 Culture Programme which may require a degree of 

planning prior to budget setting and make any recommendations. 

 

Background 

The Committee has agreed to seek costings for proposals for a Kite Festival and an Urban 

Skills Festival in 2017. Other ideas coming forward include a Junior Battle of the Bands in 

conjunction with the Carnegie Arts Centre 

 

The committee’s ‘shopping list’ for 2016-17 and beyond was: 



 

Concerts and musical soirées in the 

Carnegie with local performers 

 

Plays and outdoor performances in the 

parks 

PTTR in 2016 

More Fun Days The Fun Day programme has been 

extended 

A cleaner town initiative/event See Harbourside event below 

Male voice choir  

90th birthday bash for the Queen The beacon was lit on 23 April. Local 

groups are being encouraged to hold 

events around the Queen’s official 

birthday 

Cookery demonstration event Helen’s Herbs are demonstrating at Paint 

the Town Red 

Talent show A junior Battle of the Bands  

Opera in the Well courtyard Costs have been sought 

More use of parks for promoting local 

performance and sport 

Panna courts to be used in Urban Skills 

Festival. The assumption of stewardship 

of Vulcans Park may provide a focus for 

an opening event, and lead the council to 

develop a parks programme. 

A new guide book  

An imaginative monument to the town’s 

mining heritage 

Jane Pit development is being worked on 

Sponsored litter pick and barbecue A Harbourside event in June may be able 

to host a barbecue. 

Big sports day  It is hoped that a tie in with the Sport 

Centre can be delivered however there 

seems to be an element of doubt about 

the opening date. 

 

Members new to the committee may be invited to add their contributions. The council has a 

stated aim to support the promotion of sport among young people, and this is a theme that may 

require further development, along with the development of the arts and general activities. 

 

10. Opera Development 

To consider proposal from Rosehill for a follow up to their Mostly Mozart opera programme, 

commissioned by the Town Council in 2016 (proposal attached). 



 

11. Arts Partnership 

To consider a proposal to form a partnership with the Carnegie Theatre and Arts Centre for the 

employment of an Arts Development Officer. 

Background 

This idea follows conversations with Carnegie staff about supporting the arts in Workington, 

fulfilling the role vacated by Theatre by the Lake. Initially the committee’s agreement would be 

required to enter into development talks with the Carnegie to work up a costed role, which 

would then require the approval of both organisations to go forward. 

 

12. Arts Venue 

To consider a proposal for the development of a gallery space in the town centre. 

 

Background 

Following the successful use of the former Edinburgh Woollen Mill store on the corner of Ivison 

Lane and Pow Street as a gallery space for Carlisle Photographic Festival and Lake College 

HND students, a number of councillors have mooted the idea that the council supports a 

permanent venue/exhibition space in the centre of town. The venue could support extra-mural 

work by the Helena Thompson Museum and others as well as providing local communities of 

artists with exhibition space. 


