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Minutes of the Finance, Property and Employment Committee Meeting on Thursday 29 

May 2014, Workington Town Hall 

 

N Schofield Chair Apologies 

A Lawson Vice Chair Present 

C Armstrong Present 

B Bacon Present 

J Bracken Apologies 

B Cannon Apologies 

N Hardy Absent 

K Hansen Absent 

M Heaslip Present 

R Jones Present 

B Reville Present 

D Rollo Present 

 

 

F14.1  Apologies 

Apologies were receive and accepted from Cllrs N Schofield, J Bracken and B Cannon. 

 

F14.2  Declarations of Interest 

No additional declarations were made. 

 

F14.3  Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 21 January 2014 were received and affirmed as a true record. 

 

F14.4.   Presentation of the Accounts 2013-14 

The committee considered the following reports. 

 

a) The Schedule of Payments 7-31 March 2014  

b)  

Resolved: To accept the schedule, and that of the previous period. 

 

b) The Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31 March 2014 

 

Resolved: To accept the statement. 

 

c) The S137 Payments as at 31 March 2014 

 

Resolved: To accept the statement.  



d) The Asset Register as at 31 March 2014 

It was observed that there several items not on the asset register that perhaps ought to be. 

These included the second mayoral chain (on loan to Allerdale Borough Council), items in 

the Helena Thompson Museum, including the Charter of Incorporation and seal. The list 

would be added too, though the clerk reported that the internal auditor had suggested they 

should be listed as acquisitions. 

 

Resolved: To accept the Register. 

 

e) The Budget Statement as at 31 March 2014 

It was observed that some of the funding for the Nature Partnership officer should appear in 

the 2013-14 accounts. 

 

Resolved: To accept the statement, which included the outturn for 2013-14. 

 

f) The Annual Return 

The committee reviewed the completed sections 1, 2 and 4 of the Annual Return. It was 

noted that the summaries will also be copied to Full Council who are the actual decision 

making body. 

 

Resolved To recommend to Full Council that the Annual Return be signed appropriately.   

 

F14.5  Schedule of Payments 

The committee reviewed the Schedule of Payments 1 April to 15 May 2014. 

 

Resolved: To accept the schedule. 

 

F14.6  Bank Reconciliation Statement 

The committee received a Reconciliation Statement as at 30 April 2014. 

 

Resolved: To accept the statement, 

 

F14.7  Budget Monitoring Statement 

The committee received a report on the Budget Monitoring Statement for 2014 – 2015 to 15 

May 2014. 

Resolved: To accept the statement. 

 

Resolved: To request oversight of the Twinning Association’s accounts. 

 

 

F14.8.   Risk Management 

The clerk reported that he had yet not completed the complete review of the council’s risk 

assessment, but that he would bring it to the next meeting. There had been a review of the 

Risk Assessment the previous May which would be used in the annual return. 

 

F14.9.   Property issues 

The committee received a verbal report from the clerk on the progress of: 

a)  the acquisition and management of play areas 



The legal process was complete and the council was now managing the sites as assets. 

 

b)  the securing of the allotment estate 

A solicitor had been briefed and was working through the documentation sent from Allerdale. 

A number of queries had arisen which were being investigated, or taken up with Borough 

officers. The clerk reported that he did not want to rush the legal process, as the transaction 

was a once in a lifetime event and it was important to get right. 

 

It was suggested that the Head of Service for Communities at Allerdale Borough Council be 

contacted to ascertain what terms might be involved if the Town Council was to contemplate 

acquisition of the remaining play areas in the town. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

Resolved: To contact the Head of Service for Communities at Allerdale Borough Council 

about the remaining play areas in the town. 

 

F14.10   Public Realm issues 

The committee considered a report from the clerk on Public Realm issues. It was noted that 

there was no provision for legacy maintenance after Regeneration funding was spent. 

Questions were raised about the mural at the top of Wilson Street, and about the Lamport 

Fountain.  

 

Resolved: To recommend that the council takes on liability for finger posts, litter bins, the 

flower bed on Pow Street, town maps, notice boards etc, subject to appropriate legal advice. 

A budget of circa £9,000 would be required initially, and this would need to vired from 

elsewhere. Policy and Resources would need to approve the virement. 

 

The clerk would investigate further the liabilities for the Lamport Fountain and the mural 

 

F14.11  Employment Issues 

The committee considered a proposal to enrol staff in the Local Government Pension 

Scheme. The clerk withdrew whilst the discussion took place. 

 

Resolved: To enrol staff in the LGPS as soon as possible. 

 

Part Two 

Cllr Lawson left the meeting and the chair was taken by Cllr C Armstrong. The following 

items were considered in the absence of the press and public. 

 

F14.12  Property issues 

To clerk reported on the progress of the Town Hall Project.  Policy and Resources had 

allocated money for extending the council’s presence in the current building on a short term 

basis. The offices formerly occupied by Bereavement Services would require cleaning, some 

decorating and some work on the access door to make it secure. 

 

Resolved: to note the report 

 



F14.13  Employment issues 

The committee considered a new contract and remuneration for the Finance and 

Administration Officer.  

 

Resolved: To offer the Finance and Administration Officer a new contract on SCP19-21, with 

the uplift in pay to SCP19 back dated to April 2013. 


