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Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Culture Committee of Workington Town Council, 6.15pm Tuesday 28 

November 2017 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

A McGuckin (chair) Present 

M Bainbridge Apologies 

B Cannon Present 

M Heaslip Present 

H Harrington Present 

B Miskelly Present 

M Rollo Apologies 

J Wright (vice chair) Present 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Events Officer, Assistant Town Clerk, Julie Wedgwood (Fare 

Share Cumbria) 

 

The committee received a presentation from J Wedgewood on the Fare Share initiative. She 

reported that Fare Share had been operating from Preston successfully and are expanding 

into Lillyhall.  The aim of the initiative is to reduce food poverty by using unwanted surplus 

stock from superstores and distributing it to those in need. The service is aimed to be run 

alongside local food banks, by offering fresh produce and healthy eating information. J 

Wedgewood reported that she would like to hold a launch event to promote the service, 

which would include a food market, cookery demonstrations and the opportunity to purchase 

the produce. This event would last 2 days, be held in the Carnegie and would cost 

approximately £2000. 

 

J Wedgwood left the meeting 

 

C17.41  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs M Bainbridge and M Rollo. 

 

C17.42  Declarations of Interest 

None 

 

C17.43  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 

Act 1960) 

To hold the meeting entirely in the public domain. 
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C17.44  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting’s on 23 March 2017 and 25 April 2017, 

and affirmed them as a true record.  

 

C17.45  Grants 

The committee received the feedback presented following a number of previously awarded 

grants and funding. 

 

Resolved: To note the report.  

 

C17.46  Remembrance 2018 

The committee discussed the current format for the Remembrance Day parade and the 

possibility to expand this to include the Battle’s Over, to mark the 100th anniversary of the 

end of the First World War. It was noted that decisions about the event would need to be 

discussed with a number of outside organisations in the subcommittee. 

 

Resolved:  To convene a working group of relevant members to deliver a programme for 

Remembrance Day 2018, including the Battle’s Over.  

 

C17.47  Christmas Festival 2017 

The Chair praised the events team for the work they have carried out so far this year. The 

clerk reported that the lights were being installed throughout the week. The committee 

reviewed the programme for the event. A number of councillors raised concerns about the 

distribution of the lights in the town. The Events Officer confirmed that businesses had been 

contacted about additional lighting and no feedback had been received.  

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

C17.48  Big Lunch 

The Events Officer reported on the success of the Memory Café, held in connection with 

Workington Dementia Action Alliance. The event was well attended and was catered by 

Lakes College. Guests enjoyed music by Soundwave and craft activities by Colour in Care. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

C17.49  FareShare 

The committee discussed how the Council could support the Fare Share initiative. The 

remaining funds in the Big Lunch budget were assessed.  

 

Resolved: To award FareShare £2,000 to fund their launch events at the Carnegie, from the 

Big Lunch budget.  

 

C17.50  Budget 

The Town Clerk presented the committee with the proposed budget for 2018-19; the 

committee discussed the commitments for each line of the budget, this included.  
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 A discussion about the purpose of the Youth Sport budget. The clerk confirmed that 

£5000 of the budget was required to deliver Workington GO. The committee 

proposed to formally request from Policy and Resources that the Youth budget is 

transferred to the Culture Committee to develop initiatives for youth to engage with 

sport.  

 To reduce the festivals budget to £25,000. In this year £5,000 was used to fund Paint 

the Town Red and this would not be held in 2018-19. There is a proposed small 

underspend this financial year, which would leave headroom to develop events such 

as the Kite Festival. 

 A review of the core funding for the Town Band. There is an allocation for £1,200 of 

core funding; however no feedback has been received on how the money is spent. 

The Assistant Clerk confirmed that this had been chased up multiple times with 

different people from the group. Cllr Harrington confirmed that she would deliver a 

letter in person to the Town Band to ensure that they received this year’s funding. 

Reports were also missing from the Carnegie; the Assistant Clerk confirmed that this 

was also being followed up.  

 A reduction in Heritage budget to reflect the work required on Jane Pit for the 

forthcoming year, if the Heritage bid is successful.  

 A reduction in the cost to Christmas lights following the repair works carried out this 

year. There was a discussion to include additional lights on Wilson Street and 

exploring opportunities to reduce costs by securing additional funding.  

 An increase in the budget for Remembrance, to accommodate extra costs for the 

2018 centenary.  

 The current allocation for ‘Fun Days’. The events officer reported that fun days held 

around Christmas and Hallowe’en had been cancelled due to poor attendance, 

reducing the outgoing costs. There was a discussion about the location for the fun 

days, with the proposal to review these in the following year.   

 The clerk confirmed that the Council was still awaiting confirmation from Allerdale 

Borough Council on the governance structure for the Helena Thomson Museum. It 

was agreed to earmark these funds for the museum until the trustees at Allerdale 

Borough Council could resolve these concerns.  

 The current provision for the Technology Fest. It was reported that £500 had been 

earmarked for the Rotary Club to deliver a technology tournament and the remaining 

funds had not been spent. It was agreed to reduce the funding to match this amount.   

 The proposed frequency to host the memory café. Councillors agreed that it should 

be held more than once a year and proposed to set the budget at £1000 to host the 

café bi-annually.  

 

Resolved: To present proposed budgetary changes to the Policy and Resources 

Committee. 

The meeting closed at 20.00 


