
Workington Town Council 
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: workingtontowncouncil@allerdale.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.com 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council Allotments Committee held 

at 10am Thursday 26 March 2015 in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 

C Armstrong (chair) Present 

A Bales Absent 

J Bracken Present 

B Cannon Apologies 

M Heaslip Apologies 

E Johnsen Present 

R Jones  Present 

B Miskelly Present 

M Rae Absent 

J Wright (vice chair)  Absent 

(Vacancy)  

 

In attendance: Town Clerk. 

 

Public Participation 

No members of the public were present 

 

A14.33  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr B Cannon and M Heaslip 

 

A14.34.  Declarations of Interest 

Cllr E Johnsen drew members’ attention to her husband’s tenancy on Soapery Allotments. 

 

A14.35  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

None 

 

A14.36  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 8 January 2015. 

 

Resolved: To affirm them as a true record. 

 

A14.37. Fencing 

The Clerk reported that new post and wire fencing was being installed at the rear of the 

Soapery, and the gate locks would be renewed again, to make them more accessible, as some 

tenants had found the current locks unmanageable. The Estate team would assess the fencing 

requirements for the new sites at Siddick and Rosehill, but the council will hold back on new 

fencing at Mountain View. Annie Pit/Feenans could now proceed, subject to re-surveying. The 

Estates team would be fixing wind/weed proof mesh to the base of the fences at Feenans and 

Newlands Lane, along with woodchip and a weed suppressant membrane. 



 

A14.38.  Longer Term Occupancy of the Allotment Estate 

The clerk reported that the transfers of the sites at Siddick, Newlands Lane, Wesley Street, Park 

Lane, Annie Pit/Feenans and Rosehill were now completed and new signage was ordered 

There would be site visits to the new sites at Siddick and Rosehill with the Estate team in June.  

 

Resolved: to note the update 

 

14.39.   Allotment Contracts for 2014-15 

The Clerk reported that NALC had recommended that a number of changes be made to the 

standard contracts to keep them compliant with nationally recognised standards. He had not yet 

had time to incorporate these changes, so the new contracts for Siddick and Rosehill would be 

issued on the existing contract. 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

14.40  Tenant Issue 

A tenant from Northside claimed that his eviction for non-payment should be overturned, 

because he had been working away and believed his rent was being paid by a third party. This 

had proved not to be the case, but the tenant was unaware of the eviction notice, because of his 

temporary absence.  

 

Resolved: To allow the tenant to remain on Northside for the duration, in return for his 

outstanding rent. This will allow him to remain a tenant through the site’s transition in the next 

two years. If he does not wish to remain through the transition, then the eviction will stand. 

 

14.41.   Workington Local Food Project  

The committee heard that the Local Food Project had asked if the town council would be 

interested in taking over the administration of the tenancies for the sites to secure the future 

legacy of the project. It was suggested this would only be tenable if Derwent and Solway 

continued to oversee maintenance as part of the partnership. There was some discussion about 

the quality of the soil at Wastwater Avenue and the problem of site security. It was suggested 

both issues should be addressed before the project closes. 

Resolved: To agree in principle to administrating rent collections for the project sites, subject to 

the terms of any agreement being acceptable.. 

 

14.42.   Review of Site Issues 

The committee considered the following issues related to specific sites. 

 

a) Northside 

The Clerk reported that he had met with Groundwork North East and Cumbria to sketch out a 

plan for the redevelopment of the site. A particular issue was the prevalence of chicken and 



duck keepers from Northside estate. It was suggested that these would need to be 

accommodated if the new site was to retain its community value. Consequently the architectural 

brief would require the incorporation of chicken coops into the landscaping plan. The next stage 

would be to commission Groundwork to work on some visualisations of the site, and to conduct 

some community consultation on the council’s plans. 

 

The dog breeders had been helped to find alternative accommodation within Allerdale Borough 

Council’s estate. A site had been identified, and as far as the town council knew, this had been 

well received. 

 

In the shorter term it was noted that there were some serious ongoing issues of anti-social 

behaviour, dog fouling, fly tipping etc which required some intervention.  

Resolved: To note the report.  

Resolved: To deploy the Estate team on the site for one day per week as soon as possible, to 

begin tidying the site and to discourage anti-social behaviour.. 

 

b) Cranbourne Street Development Plan 

The Clerk reported that the new pathways had now been installed and these had been well 

received. The next stage was to change the water supply lines. 

Resolved: To note the report.  

 

c) Mountain View  

i) The committee considered a proposal to withdraw the water supply to the site, following 

consistent leakage and misuse.  

Resolved: To disconnect the water supply 

 

ii) The clerk reported that he had visited the site earlier that week to assess the next stages in 

the development. A pigeon tenant had taken the time to explain some of the issues, which 

included a request for him to move his loft nearer to his house, if the water was being 

withdrawn. The clerk felt this was a justifiable move, however it would have to await the 

outcome of the negotiations with the Borough Council. There was also a possibility that the 

grassy area behind Holden Road be fenced and used as allotment. This would require further 

investigation. 

Resolved: To accept the report. 

 

d) Soapery 

In addition to the fencing already referred to, the Estate team would install a handrail by the 

water step and investigate the acquisition of top soil from the Leisure centre site. It was reported 



that there was some incursions on to the site from behind the first garage. The clerk agreed to 

investigate this further and make any fencing adjustments necessary. 

Resolved: To note the report and actions. 

 

e)  New Sites 

It was agreed to hold a site visit to the new sites in June with the new committee. 

 

A14.43. Other issues 

The status of the old steel works allotments in Moss Bay was discussed. It was understood that 

they had been sold to an adjacent landowner, but there may be covenants restricting their 

onward use. 

Resolved: The Clerk to make inquiries with the Land Registry to see if any covenants were 

enforceable 

 

The meeting closed at 11.45am. 


