
Workington Town Council 
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.com 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council Allotments Committee held 

at 10am Thursday 15 October 2015 in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 

C Armstrong (chair) Present 

W Bacon Apologies 

A Bales Present 

P Bales Present 

B Cannon Apologies 

C Johanssen Present 

B Miskelly Present 

V Morgan Present 

J Osborn Present 

K Schofield Apologies 

  

 

In attendance: Town Clerk. 

Also present: five members of the public 

 

Public Participation 

A number of issues were raised in the Public Participation session for discussion later. These 

included whether a tenant may invite people on to their plot for tea, whether new tenants should 

get a welcome leaflet and whether seven weeks was a reasonable period to wait before action 

was taken against a tenant who wasn’t cultivating their plot. There was some concern that new 

tenants were unaware of which plants were weeds - particularly Himalayan balsam. 

 

A15.22  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs W Bacon, B Cannon and K Schofield. 

 

A15.23  Declarations of Interest 

There were no further declarations 

 

A15.24  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

None 

 

A15.25  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 6 August 2015 and affirmed them as a 

true record. 

 

A15.26  Longer Term Occupancy of the Allotment Estate 

The clerk reported that there was little progress on bringing the remaining allotment sites under 

Town Council ownership since the last meeting. He wasn’t expecting any major news while the 

Borough Council’s property department was in interim measures. 



 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

A15.27  Workington Local Food Partnership 

There was no report from the partnership, but it was suggested that a tenant who had been 

inquiring about support networks for new tenants be put in touch with the project. 

 

A15.28. Tenancy Agreements 2015-16 

The committee considered changes to the tenancy agreements for the coming year, proposed 

in response to advice from NALC. The new contract followed the NALC model and included a 

series of additional regulations. 

 

Resolved: That the committee approves the new contracts and additional regulations. 

 

A15.29. Water Management 

The committee considered the water usage figures for the season. The decrease in use was 

welcomed. It was requested that the plans for Newlands Lane taps and Cranbourne Street 

management are put into effect as soon as possible. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

A15.30. Northside Development Plan 

The clerk reported that Groundwork were now working on the detailed design for the new site 

and that this would be brought to tenants and the community for their views as soon as 

practicable. The ongoing problem of dog breeders was being addressed on a number of levels, 

both legal and practical. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

15.31. Issues from Tenants 

The committee considered a request from a tenant that spare keys are made available for 

visitors to her allotment The committee did not feel that this was appropriate, neither did they 

think that visitors should make a habit of parking on the site. However, they understood that 

flexibility would be a better approach. The tenant should be discouraged from allowing her plot 

to become something more than an area for growing vegetables. Certainly no more than three 

visitors should be present at a time.  

 

15.32. Other issues 

The committee reiterated the need for effective monitoring of cultivation. The noticeboards 

should be kept up to date and site visits from councillors were encouraged. 



 

There would be a forum for allotment holders at the Christ Central Church, Central Square at 

6.30pm on 2 December. 

 

The meeting closed 10.45am 


