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Minutes of a Meeting of Workington Town Council Culture Committee on Monday  

16 March 2015 at 6pm in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 

J Wright chair Present 
N Schofield vice chair Apologies 
C Armstrong Present 
P Bales Present 
K Hansen Present 
H Harrington Present 
M Heaslip Apologies 
G Humes Absent 
M Jones Present 
M Rollo Present 
 

In attendance: Town Clerk and Events Officer 

 

C14.66  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs M Heaslip and N Schofield. 

 

C14.67  Declarations of Interest 

None 

 

C14.68  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

There were no issues from which the press and the public should be excluded. 

 

C14.69  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 26 January 2015 and affirmed them as a 

true record. 

 

C14.70  Grants and Funding 

The committee considered the following funding proposals: 

 

Community Service Grants  

a) Harrington Over 55s 

£300 



There was some concern that the application did not make it clear what the group 

was seeking funding for. The committee felt that there should be some specific aim 

to the project, rather than funding general expenses. It was also noted that the 

supplied accounts appeared to include a number of minor discrepancies. 

 

Resolved: To defer the application for a grant, to give the group a chance to develop 

their application more fully and submit correct paperwork. 

 

 

 

C14.71  Twinning Association 

The committee received a brief report from the chair of the Twinning Association. She 

apologised for not having the finance figures available. She confirmed that a party of Germans 

would be attending Mayor Making. It was being investigated whether funds would allow them to 

subsidise a trip to Val de Reuil for the Workington Town Band. Preparations were being made 

for the 20th anniversary of the VDR twinning agreement in 2017. There had been attempts to 

make connections with the local Polish community in Workington, but so far these had proved 

unsuccessful. 

 

The Committee’s constitution required them to retain contacts with Curwensville, but these had 

been dormant in recent years. The clerk agreed to make contact with Curwensville Borough 

mayoralty to see if the relationship could be picked up, or is best left dormant. 

 

Councillors wondered if the twinning brief could be extended to include a wider community in 

Workington, including making linkages with Cypriot, Turkish and Chinese communities. It was 

agreed that further work could be done to develop the cultural identity of the town and this 

would be ongoing. 

Resolved: To accept the report. 

 

C14.72  Christmas 2015 and Winter Festival 

The Events Officer reported that plans for the Christmas festival 2015 were already under way. 

It was likely that Maryport Blues Festival would once again be partners in the staging, but the 

precise budget elements from other partners were not yet available. She is looking at the 

feasibility of installing Santa in a different location, possibly at the Coastline. Further costs were 

being sought for an ice rink, though at present these were not looking like particularly good 

value for money. There was some discussion about precise and optimum locations for 

fairground rides and food stalls, but these would be for later in the process. It was noted that 

more stewards were required. 



Soundwave, a third sector organisation introducing young people to music, had agreed to do 

workshops with schools for an element of the switch on parade. It was proposed that this was 

funded from the schools music budget. More details on all these activities would be available in 

June. 

 

Resolved: To accept the report. 

 

C14.73  Helena Thompson Liaison Group 

The Events Officer gave a brief account of the Liaison group’s first series of meetings with HTM 

colleagues. The Reference Library Project is progressing in the Schoose Room at the museum, 

with volunteer training and the task of cataloguing and sorting well under way. The interactive 

units were scheduled for delivery around Easter time, and CCTV and other pieces of IT 

infrastructure were now in place. The HTM would send the Town Council a monthly update and 

the liaison group would meet quarterly. 

 

Resolved: To accept the report. 

 

C14.74 Heritage Budget 

The Events Officer updated the committee on progress she had made with developing further 

proposals for the Heritage element of the budget. The main element for the remaining financial 

year would be an oral history project, with the aim of building a historic resource of accounts of 

ordinary working lives in Workington. She proposed to engage Jen Mattinson - an oral history 

specialist who had worked with Theatre by the Lake in the past. The aim would be to create an 

exhibition, as well as an archive. 

 

The clerk reported that also from this year’s budget, the Mayoral portraits had been assessed 

by an accredited restorer, and would be away for cleaning in May/June. 

 

Resolved: To accept the report. 

 

C14. 75  Culture Programme 2015-16 

The committee considered a report from the Events Officer on proposals for the Culture 

programme 2015-16. These included the Sports Days, in conjunction with South Workington 

Youth Partnership, beginning in Moorclose on 11 April. Publicity for this event was in hand, and 

activities would include gym sessions, trampolining, climbing, archery and crafts. A Panna 

football court was being supplied by The Play Practice, free of charge, and CLL staff would be 

organising mini tournaments.  

 



The council had agreed to spend its Town Centre grant from Allerdale Borough Council on the 

development of an App for the town, and work was being done on developing content. 

 

Music sessions in the Hub were being booked for 10 dates, and there should also be more 

community use of this space as the programme develops. Events were being planned for a 

relaunch of Paint the Town Red in 2016, with venues and performers being introduced this year 

to test the market. This would include some form of classical music programme in conjunction 

with Rosehill Theatre, who were working with the BBC to develop classical audiences. The 

programme for events also included a mini photographic festival and a mini In Bloom Festival, 

coinciding with the work of partners at the Borough Council and in the Town Centre. The council 

would look at developing a miners’ memorial project and further interpretive work to 

complement the work done by the Helena Thompson.  

 

It was noted that all cultural activities aimed at enhancing the cultural experience of the people 

who live in the town, whilst also encouraging a wider population to spend money in the town. 

 

Resolved: To accept the report and its recommendations for expenditure under the Culture 

budget headings, and the general direction and themes of further activities. 

 

The meeting closed at 19.07. 


