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Workington Town Council
Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street,

Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2QG
Telephone: 01900 702986

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 24th November 2022 at 7pm at the WTC Community Centre, Princess Street, Workington.
	Cllr C Armstrong
	Present

	Cllr Ryan Briggs
	Apologies

	Cllr B Cannon 
	Present

	Cllr D Farrar (Chair) 
	Present

	Cllr H Harrington 
	Apologies

	Cllr M Heaslip
	Present

	Cllr J Kirkbride
	Apologies

	Cllr A McGuckin (Vice Chair)
	Absent

	Cllr B Miskelly
	Apologies

	Cllr P Poole
	Apologies

	Cllr P Scott  
	Present


In attendance: Town Clerk of Workington Town Council 
FG22.102

Apologies

Apologies were received and noted from Cllr(s) R Briggs, H Harrington, J Kirkbride, A McGuckin, B Miskelly and P Poole.
FG22.103

Declarations of Interest

None.
FG22.104
Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)

The Committee resolved to exclude the press and the public from Part Two (Item 9) on the agenda.
FG22.105
Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Committee received and accepted the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on Tuesday, 1st November 2022.

FG22.94 – clarification required, is it Dobbies or Dobies?

Information circulated prior to Full Council Meeting.
Resolved: To accept the minutes of the 1.11.2022, (with clarification of Dobbies or Dobies?).
FG22.106
Proposition from Cllr M Heaslip

The committee considered the following proposition from Cllr M Heaslip

"that where space permits, the name "Workington Town Council" should be followed by or have undescribed the words " Charter Trustee of the Borough of Workington" in smaller print, on letterhead, public notices, signage etc as appropriate; and that the usual protocol for announcing the Mayor, in speech and writing, shall be "Mayor of the Borough of Workington".
Resolution: To include " Charter Trustee of the Borough of Workington" in smaller print, on letterhead, public notices, signage etc as appropriate; and that the usual protocol for announcing the Mayor, in speech and writing, shall be "Mayor of the Borough of Workington".
FG22.107
Corporate Risk Register

The committee accepted the 2022 Corporate Risk register with the following amendments...

1. Policy & Reputation – FOI from M to H

2. Delete all numerical values under the risk column. 
Resolution: To accept the Corporate Risk Assessment with given amendments. 
FG22.108 
F&GP Budget

The committee considered the following budget items…
7.1 To review the draft F&GP budget for 2023/24 – defer to next meeting.
7.2 To review the amended budget for 2022/23 – the chair to review salaries.NI/pension and training budgets with TC and report to Full Council on 30.11.2022.
Resolution: To defer 7.1 to the next meeting 

Resolution: The chair to amend 2022/23 budget with TC and report to Full Council on 30.11.2022.
FG22.109
Boundary Re-allocation
The committee considered the proposed re-allocation of parliamentary boundaries that would see Northside and Siddick part of Penrith area.

Cllr M Heaslip provided a reply for WTC (Appendix A) that the committee agreed to present to Full Council on 30.11.2022. 

Resolution: To send the approved reply to the Full Council on  30.11.2022.
PART TWO

FG22.110       Moss Bay Development
The committee received a report on the progress of the land acquisition for Moss Bay. 

Current situation – 

· the loan application has been received by the PWLB 

· solicitors are working on the land regitry (attached) there are a few sticking points that councillors may have an opinion on.
Resolution: To note the report 

The meeting closed at 20.05
Appendix A

Parliamentary Boundary Review 2023

(North West : Cumbria & Lancashire)

Submission by Workington Town Council

1. Workington Town Council is the Local Council for the Civil Parish and former municipal borough of Workington.

The Council has 25 councillors elected from eight parish wards. The revised final draft proposal by the Commission puts seven wards and 24 councillors into the Whitehaven & Workington constituency and one ward (Northside) and one councillor into the Penrith & Solway constituency, thus dividing the town and creating an orphan parish ward.

2. Workington Town Council proposes that the whole town should be included in the Whitehaven & Workington constituency.  This would require that Seaton & Northside district ward is split along the town boundary with Northside parish ward moving into Workington & Whitehaven. That parish ward is made up of three polling districts (CX6, CX7, CX8) with a total electorate of 769.

There would be no consequential changes as both constituencies would remain well within the limits on elector numbers.

3. Under the terms of the legislation, the Commission may take into account “any local ties that would be broken by changes to constituencies”: we submit that dividing the town is a significant local tie that would be broken by the draft final proposal.

We note that there is no “settlement boundary” in the statutory Local Plan between Northside and the rest of Workington; in planning terms it is one settlement.

We further note that the statutory Harbour at the mouth of the Derwent is on both sides of the river and the Harbour Authority jurisdiction straddles the river; and that this jurisdiction should not be split between constituencies.

4. We accept that our counter-proposal involves splitting a district ward which the Commission should do only in exceptional circumstances, but submit that this is an exceptional case.

The current district ward of Seaton & Northside came into existence in 2019, so has no history of coherence. Prior to that, Northside was part of St Michaels district ward, wholly within the town of Workington on both sides of the river.

5. We take no position on the remainder of Seaton & Northside ward, nor on any other aspect of the proposals: we can speak only for the town of Workington.


