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Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm on 

10 November 2015 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

D Rollo (Chair)  Present 

C Johanssen Apologies 

F Johnston Absent 

A Lawson Present 

P McHarry Present 

B Miskelly Present 

V Morgan Present 

J Osborn Present 

B Reville Present 

T Wardley Apologies 

 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk 

Also present: two members of public (1 press) 

 

E15.37  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs C Johanssen and T Wardley. 

 

E15.38  Declarations of Interest 

No additional interests to those previously declared.  

 

E15.39  Exclusion of Press and Public 

No issues 

 

E15.40  Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 15 September 2015 were affirmed as a true record. 

There was a query relating to the use of the term ‘unverified’ in relation to a petition 

received by the council. The clerk explained that in the context, ‘unverified’ meant 

that the signatures had not been checked for authenticity against an electoral 

register. 

 

E15.41  Workington Nature Partnership 

The Clerk reported that the money allocated to Harrington Reservoir had now been 

deployed in commissioning the specification for the reservoir’s desilting from a 

specialist practitioner, in conjunction with the Borough Council’s Parks and Open 

Spaces Officer. 



 

E15.42   Moss Bay Nature Area Community Asset Transfer 

The Clerk reported the County Council’s process for this transfer was proving 

somewhat Byzantine, but that he understood that the asset had now been valued 

and that it was considered to have no value, and therefore the transfer should in 

theory be straightforward. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

E15.43  Workington in Bloom 

The committee considered what value the Cumbria in Bloom process brought to the 

town. It was suggested that the benefits of the In Bloom process could be achieved 

without entering the competition. It was noted that many groups in the town would 

enter in their own right anyway, so the town’s entry is a relatively minor part of the 

proceedings, albeit time consuming on the day of inspection. The purpose of the 

entry was debated, and it was suggested that concentrating on the route was 

sometimes a barrier to effective use. 

 

Resolved: To convene the Working Group through the Events Officer to ensure the 

process continues and develops in the interests of the town and the council. 

 

E15.44. Bus Shelters 

The committee considered the request from Full Council that it looks at the provision 

of Bus Shelters in Workington, in light of the offer from Cumbria County Council to 

fund two new shelters on Derwent Howe, providing the town council adopts them. 

The clerk reported that he required more information from partners before he could 

report to the committee on the extent and demand for bus shelters in Workington. 

Members raised concerns about the cost of maintenance, both of cleaning and 

responding to vandalism. 

 

Resolved: To convene a special meeting of the committee to discuss the issue, 

following a preceding meeting by officers of the three councils to scope the issues 

and report effectively. 

 

E15.45. Emergency Planning 

The committee heard a report from the Chair on an Emergency Planning exercise 

held on 21 October at Allerdale House, which assessed preparations for flooding. 

The exercise, convened by the Environment Agency in conjunction with the Fire and 



Rescue Authority, and which was also attended by the clerk, included police, army, 

ambulance and health as well as local authority and community/third sector inputs. In 

the Workington context, there was need for identifying vulnerable households. 

 

Resolved: To review the steps required to complete the Community Action Plan and 

to establish access for councillors to the Community Alert system. 

 

E15.46  Footpaths, including Rae’s Way and the Back Line 

The committee considered the problems of footpath maintenance in the light of 

problems being encountered on the Back Line and on Rae’s Way between Main 

Road and Beckstone School. 

 

Resolved: To liaise with Cumbria County Council and Allerdale Boorugh Council’s 

grounds maintenance contractor over the possibility of pooling available resources, 

with the town council commissioning additional maintenance as required. 

 

Cllr Miskelly left at 6.47pm. 

 

E15.47. Incredible Edible 

The committee considered whether there were opportunities to support an ‘Incredible 

Edible’ style initiative in Workington. It was noted that levels of anti-social behaviour 

may make such ideas challenging, however there was merit in developing projects 

with partners to encourage sustainable food production. The committee considered a 

number of suitable locations, dismissing some as being too exposed to vandalism for 

any worthwhile investment. Ashfield Schools environs, however, may be very 

suitable. 

 

Resolved: To liaise with partners, particularly Your Derwent & Solway and Allerdale 

Borough Council to develop the idea. 

 

Cllr Lawson left at 6.54pm. 

 

E15.48.  Back Lanes 

The committee received a brief update from the clerk on the progress made towards 

delivering improvements to the remaining Back Lanes. Following an apparent 

impasse from discussions with County Highways, the council now had access to the 

county’s procurement database, with a view to beginning the process from first 



principles. Although time consuming, it was felt that this approach would be more 

effective in the long run.  

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

E15.49  Murray Road Back Lane 

The committee considered a briefing from the chair on a proposal to contribute to the 

cost of alley-gating on the rear of Murray Road. The request came from a meeting 

between councillors, businesses and the police, following a rise in anti-social 

behaviour focused on the lane at the back of 1-23 Murray Road. Police showed a log 

of reports of intimidation, drug use and vandalism. There was some concern about 

why this should be a Town Council issue. It was noted that it was a back lane, and 

the town council had a policy for renewing back lanes. It was further noted that this 

was a business area not a residential area and the town council was not always the 

proper council of last resort in such cases. There was concern about who would 

maintain any gates, and whether they would be effective in reducing crime and 

disorder. 

 

Resolved: To offer £2,500 from the Back Lanes budget to contribute to a gating 

scheme, without prejudice and without the town council picking up any ongoing 

liability. Further liaison with the police, tenants, landowners and the borough council 

was required. 

 

E15.50. Play Areas Development Moorclose 

The clerk reported that he had identified a site in Moorclose which may meet with 

approval locally and which met the town council’s criteria for being more manageable 

in terms of crime and disorder and anti-social behaviour. The site on Ashfield Road 

South was away from the central green in Moorclose, and therefore away from the 

more controversial areas. It had drainage issues currently, which would need to be 

addressed, but was suitable for the small facility the committee had already 

envisaged for the vicinity. 

 

Resolved: That costs be collated for this new site, and that it be commended to Full 

Council, subject to agreement from partners (landowner etc). 

 

E15.51  Play Areas Development 

The Clerk reported that the site identified for a play area in Westfield was still the 

subject of negotiation between the Borough and the Town Council, but he was 



confident that this would be resolved in due course. There were concerns about the 

other facilities in this part of Workington presently in the care of Your Derwent and 

Solway. However, the clerk was due to meet with representatives of the social 

landlord shortly, when such issues would be raised. It was requested that these 

conversations extend to assessing play provision west of Corporation Road, too. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

E15.52  Panna Courts 

The clerk reported that he was in receipt of a special offer from Kompan, the 

suppliers of Panna Courts, previously agreed on by the committee. If the council was 

happy to buy ‘supply only’ there would be a significant saving (over 40%). The sites 

for the courts, though agreed in principle, had not yet been confirmed, though the 

council was happy with the concept. 

 

Resolved: To authorise the purchase of two courts, supply only at approx. £2,750 

each, for installation in due course. 

 

E15.53  Budget 2016-17 

The committee considered a report on its budget priorities for the coming year, and 

its portion of the medium term financial plan. The highlights include: 

 

 Workington in Bloom’s displays can be expanded further, to take in a few 

more strategic parts of the town, but should then consolidate. 

 Workington Nature Partnership will continue as it is with only small increases 

to reflect inflation. 

 Nature Areas supports the emerging developments in Moss Bay and at 

Mountain View, acting as match funding for grant applications. 

 Back Lanes will see the major investment take place in 2016, and then be 

reduced but maintained for less dramatic interventions on the few remaining 

lanes. 

 Vulcan Park will require considerable investment, and the sums may be used 

to build up a war chest for a major project, or used in a more piecemeal way 

to generally improve the park. A smaller investment is proposed for 

Harrington Marina. An additional sum is proposed for miscellaneous 

improvements, which might include footpath work, or be committed to other 

projects as required. 

 



It was suggested that the ‘additional environmental improvements’ budget line might 

be uplifted to reflect and develop the plan of improvements initiated by the use of 

historic underspends this year, and to accommodate the use of council funds to 

support path maintenance and other initiatives. 

 

Budget Proposal Table  

Activity 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Workington in Bloom – Displays 15000 15000 15000 15500 

Workington in Bloom – 
Development Grants 

3500 3500 3750 3750 

Play Area Development 25000 10000 10000 10000 

Workington Nature Partnership 20500 21000 21000 21500 

Nature Areas 10,000 10000 5000 5000 

Back Lane Environmental 
Improvement 

5000 5000 5000 5000 

Total  79000 64500 59750 60750 

     

Vulcan Park Development 20000 20000 20000 20000 

Harrington Marina Development 10000 0 0 5000 

Additional improvements 10,000 5000 5000 5000 

Carried over committed funds 127040    

Total additional 35000 25000 25000 30000 

Total excluding carried over 
funds 

119000 89500 84750 90750 

 

Resolved: To adopt the report with the amended uplift in additional improvements 

budget. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.34pm. 


