
Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council Allotments Committee held 

at 10am Thursday 17 March 2016 in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 

C Armstrong (chair) Present 

A Bales Present 

P Bales Present 

B Cannon Apologies 

C Johanssen Apologies 

B Miskelly Present 

V Morgan Absent 

J Osborn Present 

K Schofield Apologies 

  

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Senior Estate Worker 

Also present: A member of the public 

 

Public Participation 

A member of the public (Mr Johnsen, Soapery) brought the committee’s attention to a problem 

of flytipping on the Soapery. This was quite brazen at times. He also suggested that the bees 

Plot 17 required more effective screening, that the noticeboards were not being kept up to date 

and that there had been some complaints about parking on the site. 

 

The chair thanked him for his contribution and asked officers to look into the issues raised. 

 

A15.43  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs B Cannon, C Johanssen and K Schofield. 

 

A15.44  Declarations of Interest 

There were no further declarations 

 

A15.45  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

None 

 

A15.46  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 14 January 2016 and affirmed them as a 

true record. 

 

A15.47  Workington Local Food Partnership 

The Clerk reported that the Programme’s scheduled end date was 31 March, but that staff had 

already left Your Derwent & Solway so the wash up was being handled by management. The 



clerk has a meeting scheduled with managers from Your D&S and Impact Housing on 22 March 

to tie up loose ends and confirm the legacy planning. No tenancy detail had yet been 

transferred to the council. 

 

Resolved: To note the report.  

 

A15.48. Rent Collection 

The committee heard that collections for 2015-16 were now complete, but some tenants had 

taken an unreasonable amount of time to pay or return paperwork. 

 

Resolved: That a late payment fee of up to £10 be added to the Terms and Conditions for 

2016-17, and that the Clerk and Finance Officer work out the details of when such charges 

should apply. 

 

A15.49. Wesley Street 

The committee considered a request for a transfer of contract from a named tenant to a second 

named tenant on Wesley Street, because the principal tenant had moved away. They heard that 

the second named tenant had put in a lot of work on the site to bring it into cultivation. 

 

Resolved: To allow the transfer, without prejudice. It was noted that transfers would always be 

considered on their individual merits and no precedent was set by agreeing to the transfer on 

this occasion. 

 

A15.50  Soapery 

The committee considered a proposal from the Clerk to improve the parking and access issues 

at Soapery and for a flooded tenant to site a caravan on their plot whilst their house was 

renovated following the loss of kitchen and bathroom. 

 

Resolved: That the tenant be allowed to occupy a caravan on their plot for the duration of the 

work necessary for their house to be returned to a habitable state, subject to legal conditions. 

 

Resolved: That parking at Soapery be restricted to tenants only whilst visiting their plots. That 

spaces be made available for this parking. The ongoing issue of site security would be 

addressed by the introduction of a new locking mechanism, which would be installed as staff 

time became available. 

 

A15.51. Northside Development Plan 

The committee considered the feedback from the Northside tenants’ meeting on 16 March. It 

was noted that the tenants were initially fairly hostile to the council’s plans for the site, but that 



the meeting had been fairly frank at times and most of the issues had been aired. The favoured 

approach was to see if dogs could be accommodated at the north of the site, with the south of 

the site reserved for traditional allotmenting and pigeon breeding. It was felt that this might help 

the council deal better with the dog issue, which despite the efforts of officers was not looking 

like any satisfactory solution would be found to rehousing on a new site. It was noted that the 

proposal, which would still be subject to approval by the landlord, would require dog keepers to 

enter into new and different contracts, subject to a variety of additional conditions which may be 

insisted upon by the landlord. It was felt that a contract with dog keepers should be developed 

that allowed for a diminishing number of dogs, leading to their removal by natural wastage. A 

further tenants meeting would be held when more details had been worked out. In the 

meantime, the site would continue to be cleaned up on Thursdays, a new noticeboard would be 

installed at the south end of the site and a proper water plan would be drawn up. 

 

Resolved: To action these points as a part of the ongoing development plan. To hold a site 

meeting after Easter for councillors to review the site. 

 

A15.52  Future Meetings 

Resolved: That the councillors representing Newlands Lane report back to the next meeting on 

their observations of the site. 

 

The meeting closed 10.50am 


