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Draft Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council, 

6.30pm on 6 June 2019 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

Cllr H Harrington (Chair) Present 

Cllr C Armstrong Present 

Cllr H Briggs Present 

Cllr R Briggs Present 

Cllr G Glaister Present 

Cllr J Hunter Present 

Cllr P McCarthy Absent 

Cllr S Stoddart Present 

Cllr W Wilkinson (vice chair) Present 

Cllr L Williams Apologies 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk 

 

E19.1  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted as being for approved reasons under the 

terms of the Local Government Act 1972, s85, from Cllr L Williams. 

 

E19.2  Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Wilkinson drew Councillors’ attention to his existing declaration of an interest 

through his Council allotment tenancy on Feenans. No further declarations were 

made. 

 

E19.3  Exclusion of Press and Public 

No issues. 

 

E19.4   Minutes of the last meeting 

The Minutes of the previous meeting on 7 March 2019 were accepted as a true 

record. 

 

E19.5  Allotments 

a) Condition 

The Clerk gave a very brief report on the general condition of the Allotment estate, 

drawing Councillors’ attention to the transfer of responsibility for Northside back to 

Allerdale Borough Council on 1 April. Plot size reduction was now in hand at Rosehill, 

and there were reports of dogs at Annie Pit and Mountain View, which were being 

addressed. Plot renovation at some of the longest term issues at Annie Pit was 

proceeding well, though removal of decades’ worth of accumulated waste from the 

site was proving expensive. A councillor suggested there may be land close to 

Fountains Avenue which could be adopted for allotments, and a site visit would be 

worthwhile. The issue of Japanese knotweed was raised, especially in the northern 



end of Annie Pit, where it adjoins Pottery Lonning. The Clerk suggested there were a 

number of issues around that end of the site, and perhaps a site visit there could be 

arranged there too. 

 

The Chair requested that the Clerk’s report take a written form for the next meeting. 

 

Resolved: To seek a written report on the Condition of the Allotment Estate for the 

next meeting. 

 

Resolved: To arrange site visits in Moorclose (see also Play areas, later) and Annie 

Pit. 

 

E19.6 Plot 7 Stoneleigh 

The Committee considered a request, from the widow of the named tenant, that the 

tenancy continues in her name following the death of the tenant. 

 

Resolved: To allow this change in the named tenancy. 

 

E19.7 Newlands Lane Composting Toilet 

The Committee considered a proposal from the Newlands Lane Community Garden 

and Allotment Association for the installation of a composting toilet on their site. 

 

Resolved: To ask the Association to expedite the proposal, through the Council’s 

permitted development powers, because it is the Council’s own land.(Part 12, Class 

A, The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995. 

 

E19.8 Allotment Development 

The Committee considered the priorities for the future development of the Allotment 

estate. Rather than spend the whole evening discussing the matter, the Chair 

suggested a sub-Committee may be more appropriate, with interested councillors, 

officers and tenants. 

 

Resolved: To form a sub-Committee to be convened by the Vice Chair, and 

supported by Cllr Armstrong and other councillors, the Town Clerk, the Estate Team 

Leader and representatives of the sites.  

 

E19.9  Workington Nature Partnership 

The Clerk reported that the Nature Partnership had successfully recruited cover for 

the existing officer’s maternity leave. It was not known how long Raegan Blacker 

would be away for, but Susan Cammish had been appointed for the duration. 

Renovations to the bird hide at Siddick Pond had been completed, with the hide re-

opened by Val Bacon, unveiling a plaque to her husband the late Cllr Bill Bacon who 

was instrumental in the preservation of the site. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

E19.10. Workington in Bloom 

The Committee noted a series of grant applications, which had been dealt with under 

delegated powers subsequent to the last meeting. 

 



• Helena Thompson Museum/Workington Heritage Group, £300, to purchase 

new bedding plants for hanging baskets, tubs and borders and to replace 

shrubs.   

• Friends of Workington Railway Station, £300 to purchase a new hose and 

fittings for irrigation as well as topsoil and compost. To purchase new plants 

for hanging baskets and replace any damaged tubs. 

• Workington Stella Maris Project Group, £300 to create a small walled Quiet 

Garden at the Grotto in the church grounds of Our Lady Star of the Sea & St 

Michael. Project will use locally sourced materials and be open to the general 

public as well as the congregation. 

 

Concerns were raised by a councillor that Cumbria County Council should have been 

approached for the railway station grant, and that the Stella Maris Project grant might 

benefit only members of the church community. It was observed that the grant and 

the building were specifically related to the wider community. It was noted that there 

may be other grant applications in due course, which would come to the July 

meeting. 

 

A request had been received from a Councillor from a neighbouring parish that the 

Town Council considers expanding its floral displays to the Calva Brow area of town, 

with any contribution being matched by the neighbouring Seaton Parish Council. The 

Clerk confirmed that it was likely that some money could be identified form 

underspends in the Displays budget if required. It was suggested £600 should be 

sufficient. 

 

The Committee continued by discussing the utility of Cumbria/Workington in Bloom, 

with a perception that it benefitted only a limited area of the town, and that the 

general ‘look’ of the town did not seem to gain a great deal from the entry. The Clerk 

reminded Councillors that entry to the judging element was a relatively inexpensive 

element of the Council’s In Bloom related activity (the entry fee is £80), but that the 

process is more effective as a vehicle to promote other activities – such as the 

renovation of Siddick Woodlands, which recently attracted grant-funding of £3,000, 

the development of a volunteer gardening initiative which was beginning to bring 

benefits in several of the Town Council’s flower beds, and the promotion of the Fruit 

and Veg show (24 August at Bolton Street Community Hall). It also acts as a focus 

for the town’s floral displays, which were not supplied by the Borough Council (which 

is concerned with most of the town’s flower beds). It was suggested that the council 

should look to growing more of its own flowers, and that a location on a unusable 

allotment site may be possible. 

 

The In Bloom entry for this year clearly needed managing effectively, and the Chair 

requested a meeting with the Events Officer and Estate Team Leader at their earliest 

convenience. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

Resolved: To discuss floral display opportunities with Seaton PC 

 

Resolved: To investigate the possibilities of growing flowers for display in a 

greenhouse/polytunnel on unusable allotment land. 



Resolved: To arrange a meeting between the Committee chair, the Events Officer 

and the Estate Team Leader to consider how the current year entry would be 

completed. 

 

E19.11. Bus Shelters 

The Clerk reported that an external contractor had been identified to repair the bus 

shelters on Derwent Howe, very shortly. The Committee reviewed the proposed 

installation of a replacement shelter at Salterbeck cemetery, and confirmed the 

proposed expenditure of £3,000, with any shortfall being made up by Allerdale 

Borough Council, in return for the Town Council’s adoption of the site. A councillor 

suggested more shelters were required in Moorclose. 

 

Resolved: To confirm the proposal, with metal panels replacing glass panels to the 

rear of the shelter.  

 

Resolved: To review the bus shelter priorities prior to budget making in the Autumn. 

 

E19.12. Play Areas 

The Clerk confirmed that the Panna Court was now installed at Garnet Crescent, and 

that the bank slide was now the next item for renovation. Following that, Moorclose 

would be the subject of attention with issues being addressed on the Ashfield Road 

South Play Area relating to the poor surface and anti-social behaviour. The Clerk 

suggested that if the Council concentrated its efforts on toddler provision, issues of 

anti-social behaviour from older children might not arise. There was some discussion 

about finding a site in Westfield, and the area next to the ‘Welfare’ was suggested. 

The Clerk confirmed that this had been considered in the past, but that there were 

issues of access across the busy road to bear in mind, if the site was intended to 

serve Westfield estate.  

 

Resolved: To confirm the Garnet Crescent installations. 

 

Resolved: To arrange a site visit in Moorclose to assess the potential for toddler play 

facilities. 

 

E19.13  Town Cleanliness 

The Committee heard that a ‘Spring Clean’ event had taken place on the quayside, 

with 15 volunteers from the community and Lakes College. The Chair asked 

councillors to consider their own wards and what the priorities might be. There was 

concern expressed about weeds growing in the highway, and that this wasn’t just an 

issue which the Highway Authority could ignore. It was noted that there was a new 

Portfolio holder at Allerdale Borough Council for street cleaning and that he should 

be encouraged to devote more resources to this important matter. There is a method 

of employing the Probation Service to do some of the work, and this should be 

investigated. Following the success of the Quay street clean, perhaps others could 

be done – Cumberland Street, Bolton Street, Newlands Gardens and Corporation 

Road were all suggested as possible venues and the press could be invited to 

attend. 

 

Resolved: To note the success of the Spring Clean. 

 



Resolved: To contact the Portfolio holder at Allerdale Borough Council with concerns 

about street cleaning. 

 

Resolved: To develop a series of mini-cleans in different parts of the town. 

 

E19.14. Vulcan Park 

The Committee considered the arrangements for the future planning of Vulcan Park. 

It was agreed that this important asset required careful planning and councillors 

required more information. 

 

Resolved: To arrange a site visit to be led by the Estate Team Leader on 20 June at 

6pm. 

 

E19.15   Items for Future Business  

The Chair asked what items Councillors wished to discuss at future meetings. She 

was keen to ensure there were more seats available for the public to use, and 

identified a number of budget headings from which finance could be vired in the 

current financial year (eg footway lighting). Another Councillor identified gates on 

back lanes as something important to electors in his ward. The Clerk explained that 

the Council had quite a lot of knowledge about the process required for gating, and 

he could prepare a brief report for the next meeting. 

 

Resolved: To prepare a report on design, costs, funding and location of new council 

seating for the next meeting. 

 

Resolved: To consider a report on gating back lanes at the next meeting. 

 

The meeting closed at 20:33 


