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Workington Town Council
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS

Telephone: 01900 702986

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Tuesday 25th January 2022 at 7pm at the WTC Community Centre, Princess Street, Workington.
	Cllr C Armstrong
	Present

	Cllr G Glaister
	Present

	Cllr H Harrington
	Present

	Cllr J King 
	Apologies

	Cllr B Sansom 
	Absent

	Cllr P Scott (chair)
	Present

	Cllr S Stoddart (vice chair)
	Present

	Cllr W Wilkinson 
	Present


In attendance: Town Clerk of Workington Town Council.
Cllr J Kirkbride and Cllr P Poole attended in the public gallery.
The chair informed the committee that a group from Workington Reds Junior Football Club would like to address the committee in support of an agenda item not open to public participation (section 2, item 12). The group would speak after agenda item 4.
FG22.00

Apologies

Apologies were received and accepted as being for approved reasons under the terms of the Local Government Act 1972, s85, from Cllr Janet King.
Vote to accept apologies from Cllr J King
For: 6

Against: 0

Abstain: 0
FG22.01

Declarations of Interest

None.
FG22.02
Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)

The Committee resolved to exclude the press and the public from Section 2 of items 12 and 13 on the agenda.
FG22.03
Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Committee received the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday,16th November 2021.

Vote to accept minutes of 16th November 2021
For: 6

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Resolved: To affirm the minutes of 16th November 2021 as a true record. 

FG22.04
Public Statement 
A representative from Workington Reds’ explained to the committee that they are in support of the proposed development at Moss Bay, the club currently rent the land and pay £1,000.00 per month to the current owners. The club have over 600 members from under 5 up to under 18, they provide sports opportunities for their own members and visitors from other sporting clubs. They have a bank balance of £77,000.00 and welcome the presented proposal.

FG22.05 
Schedule of Payment
The committee received the Schedule of Payments for 1.11.2021 to 30.11.2021 and 1.12.2021 to 31.12.2021.
Cllr CA questioned a number of budget lines to clarify understanding.

Vote to accept Schedule of Payment for 1.11.2021-30.11.2021

For: 6

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Vote to accept Schedule of Payment for 1.12.2021-31.12.2021

For: 6

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Resolved: To note the Schedule of Payments for July 2021 and August 2021.
FG22.06
   Bank Reconciliation Statement

The committee received the Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31st December 2021.
Vote to accept Bank Reconciliation Statement for as at 31.12.2021

For: 6

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Resolved: To note the Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31st December 2021.

Resolution: To commend Judith Atherton (finance officer) on her outstanding efforts and extemporary work. 
FG22.07
   Budget Monitoring Statement

The committee received the Budget Monitoring Statement to 31st December 2021.
Cllr PS identified an overspend on the Environment budget and explained that the budget lines 4720 and 4770 had been change at the previous budget setting and in order to address the over spend one of two options could be chosen..
 1.Vire the over spend from EMR
OR

2. Move £12,000.00 from 4720 to 4770

Vote to accept option 1

For: 4

Against: 1

Abstain: 1

Vote to accept Budget Monitoring Statement to 31.12.2021

For: 6

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Resolved: To note the Budget Monitoring Statement to 31st December 2021. 
Resolved:  To present option one (to vire overspend from EMR) to full council.

FG22.08
   Earmarked Reserves
The committee received the Earmarked Reserves to date.

Vote to accept the Earmarked Reserves to date

For: 6

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Resolved: To accept the Earmarked Reserves to date.

FG22.09
BMX track
Cllr PS informed the committee that there is still sizeable amounts available in both the Youth Provision and Community Development budget to be able to provide a much needed amenity for young people of Workington. A BMX track could be developed at the Ashfield Road Play Area (on Newlands Lane).
The committee agreed that there is a definite lack of facilities for young people and that a BMX track would be welcome in Workington.

The committee agreed to bring the idea to Full Council and if agreed begin a neighbourhood consultation. 
Resolved: To present a report to Full Council regarding installing a BMX track at Ashfield Road Play Area.
FG22.10
AGAR Complaint Response 
Four complaints were received by the auditors, three were immediately dismissed and the fourth is now available to be addressed after waiting for the specific details to be received.

The committee registered their disappointment that a councillor would go straight to an external source rather than address the Clerk and Finance Officer initially if they had any issues with the audit. 
The cost of the complaint, for the auditors to investigate, will be between £100 and £200 per hour therefore the estimated total will be a number of thousands.
Four complaints were received by the auditors, three were immediately dismissed and the fourth is now available to be address after waiting for the specific details to be received.

The committee reviewed the complaint report and accounted for each item in turn.
The second part of the report referred to electronic payments made by WTC – the Financial Regulations require updating to ensure these can continue.
Vote to accept the reply to send to the external auditors
For: 6

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Vote to update the Financial Regulations using the most recent publication from NAl

For: 6

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Resolved: To respond to the AGAR complaint with the itemised replies to each item.
Resolved: To update the WTC Financial Regulations using the most recent NALC publications. 
FG22.11      Grant Applications 
The committee heard that a grant had been allocated prior to Christmas for an organisation called ‘Christmas in the Community’, Cllr PS approved the grant (as a chair is allowed to allocate £250.00) of £200.00 and would like this noted by the committee.

Vote to accept the retrospective grant to ‘Christmas in Company’

For: 6

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Resolved: To note the allocation of a £200.00 grant to Christmas in the Community.
PART TWO
FG22.12

Moss Bay Development
The committee received a report from Cllr PS regarding an offer for WTC to purchase land in Moss Bay currently rented to Workington Reds Junior Foosball Club. 

The landowner has offered to sell with the football club as a sitting tenant being charged £1,000.00 per month, he is keen that the land be used for community purposes and would like to stress that he is charging only the price he paid for the land and the costs for new fencing he installed. 

The landowner would like £1.00 plus 20% VAT for the land and the amount of £150,000.00 plus VAT to be gifted to Cancer Research UK.
Initially the landowner required a caveat that the land could only be used for community purposes but has agreed that this would leave WTC vulnerable if the football club were to vacate the land and has agreed that WTC could sell the land for commercial purposes (to repay) any loan on the land) if this became necessary.

The committee agreed that this was a good opportunity for the children of Workington and potentially for the communities in Workington and should be presented at FC.

Vote to present the Moss Bay Development to FC

Vote to update the Financial Regulations using the most recent publication from NAl

For: 6

Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Resolved: To present the Moss Bay Development report to FC.  
FG22.13
Employment Issues
Removed from public information
Meeting closed: The meeting closed at 20.11

