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Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm on 

25 November 2014 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

C Armstrong Present 

W Bacon  Present 

H Harrington Present 

E Johnsen Present 

M Jones (Chair of Workington in Bloom ‘14) Present 

A Lawson Present 

B Miskelly Present 

W Reville Present 

D Rollo (Chair) Present 

M Rollo (Vice Chair) Present 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk 

 

E14.40  Apologies 

None.  

 

E14.41  Declarations of Interest 

None. 

 

E14.42  Exclusion of Press and Public 

No issues 

 

E14.43  Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 20 October 2014 were affirmed as a true record. 

 

E14.44  Workington Nature Partnership 

There was nothing further to report since the last meeting. However, there had been 

a query about the Partnership’s presence on social media. It was agreed that this 

could be held under the title Workington Nature Partnership, instead of Nature Areas, 

as it gave the partnership greater reach. 

 

E14.45  Workington in Bloom 

The Chair reported that the meeting of the working group had identified a number of 

areas for improvement in the town, that could be addressed by the Town Council. It 

was suggested that this was not for ‘In Bloom’ judging, but to generally improve the 

appearance of the town, something the In Bloom process was designed to 

encourage and support. There was an area from the roundabout at Tesco to the 

railway station which required coordinated attention – the tideline on Soapery Beck 

was a problem, the former site of the Honky Tonk pub and the station area itself. It 



was noted that Cumbria County Council were developing improvement plans for the 

station site. The chair reported that she had suggested a ‘Twinning Roundabout’ 

outside Tesco, to match one in Selm, and the clerk reported that he had made 

preliminary inquiries as to the procedure. 

 

The corner of Washington Street and Guard Street remained a problem, and 

investigations of possible solutions should be pursued with the owner. 

 

Trees had been sought for the missing sites on Park Lane. ISS had quoted £349 for 

the work – which included renovating the tree guards and planting Whitebeams. 

 

The costs of the hanging baskets and mangers were considered. Councillors were 

keen to ensure that costs were kept down but also concerned that the contractors 

were creditable employers. 

 

The continuity of the In Bloom process was considered. It was noted that with the 

chair standing down and no ready replacement, it was important that the entry or 

impetus did not lapse.  

 

Resolved: To investigate possible property purchases for environmental 

improvement work. 

 

Resolved: To approve £349 from the In Bloom Development budget for trees on 

Park Lane. 

 

Resolved: To look at breakdown of costs for In Bloom displays. To confirm In Bloom 

displays in principal for 2015. 

 

Resolved: To retain oversight of In Bloom from this committee on an ad hoc basis as 

required. 

 

 

E14.46  Amenity Lighting 

The committee considered whether the council should explore the provision of 

amenity lighting in areas such as Hall Park and the Black Path. There was no 

appetite for discussion of the issue, and it was suggested this was an issue to be 

picked up by principal authorities. 

 

E14.47  Back Lanes 

The clerk gave a brief report on the progress towards further Back Lane 

environmental improvement work. He had a meeting with the new Area Manager of 

the County Council and hoped that this would lead to more fruitful co-operation from 

them. 

 

Resolved: To review the state of the remaining unadopted/unimproved back lanes 

and bring the issue to the next meeting. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 



 

E14.48  Play Area Development 

a) The clerk reported that he had surveyed the Moorclose Green site with the 

Borough Council’s Parks and Open Spaces Officer and identified a number of 

sites which could take a play area, but which had significant flaws when 

compared to the preferred site. However, the borough council wanted to see 

a more robust consultation on the siting of the Play Area and this was now 

under way, though there was a technical problem with the council’s printing 

facility. 

b) The chair reported that she was due to attend a meeting the following day 

with Impact Housing Association about play areas in Salterbeck, and 

expected to be able to report back on the outcome shortly. There had been 

some discussions with Your Derwent and Solway HA and with Westfield HA, 

but these would require further support. 

 

Resolved: To explore the possibilities of grants and match funding for 

initiatives in South Workington and Sehouse Street area. 

 

Cllr M Jones left the meeting at 6.50pm. Cllr B Bacon left the meeting at 7pm. 

 

E14.49.  Budget Plan for 2015-16 

The committee considered making recommendations for the Environment element of 

the council’s budget for 2015-16. 

 

Activity 2014 2015 

Workington in Bloom – 
Displays 

11,000 11,000 

Workington in Bloom – 
Development Grants 

3,500 3,000 

Play Area Development 25,000 50,000 
Workington Nature 
Partnership 

20,000 20,000 

Nature Areas 500 1,000 
Back Lane 
Environmental 
Improvement 

15,000 15,000 

Total  75,000 100,000 

 

Note, the committee also intended to draw down from the Back Lanes earmarked 

fund, to pay for ongoing Environmental improvement work. The earmarked fund 

currently holds £87,785. The last estimate for Frostom’s Road was between £50,000 

and £80,000. 

 

The meeting closed at 19.19. 


