
Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
email: workingtontowncouncil@allerdale.gov.uk 
website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Minutes of the Policy and Resources committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm Tuesday 

29 September 2015 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

J Wright (chair) Present 

C Armstrong Present 

M Bainbridge Present 

A McGuckin Apologies  

V Morgan Present 

D Rollo Present 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk 

 

Presentations 

Inspira 

The committee received a presentation from four young people and a member of staff from Inspira, 

who had been asked to investigate the activities available for young people in Workington, and 

especially Moorclose, as a part of a project developing their knowledge of democracy. This was 

done in conjunction with Inspira’s delivery of a National Citizen Service programme. 

 

They reported 68 responses from 12-15 year olds. The project had been slow to get off the ground, 

but it was felt that this reflected how difficult it was to raise issues with young people. 

 

The issues they identified centred around the absence of things to do and places to go. They noted 

that the teen shelter on Crummock Road required renovation and was very intimidating. There 

were no sessions for young people at the Leisure Centre in the evening, and the sessions that 

were available required payment. They explained that some young people felt intimidated, 

particularly in the park, and didn’t feel there was anyone keeping order. 

 

The young people were asked what they would like to see done. They suggested they need to be 

listened to, that a youth centre might be somewhere to go, and that resources were needed. When 

asked what activities might be provided they suggested art sessions, ball games, a climbing wall 

and archery might be popular, but they would have to be affordable. 

 

A youth forum was suggested as a vehicle for listening to young people. They felt this might be 

successful, particularly if it was in school hours. 

 

They illustrated their presentation with a model of Moorclose, showing its features and where the 

spaces were. 

 

The chair thanked the young people and staff from Inspira for their work. 

 

WiFi in Workington 



Debbie Cosgrove, of Allerdale Borough Council made a presentation on a proposal to deliver free 

WiFi to Workington Town Centre. She explained that police reticence to the project had been 

overcome. There had been a theory that young people were encouraged to gang up in the town 

centre in areas providing WiFi, but it had been noted that this tends to pacify young people not 

encourage them to lawlessness. There is evidence that WiFi keeps visitors in a town centre for 

longer. This proposal is estimated to cost around £14,000 initially, then up to £4,500 for ongoing 

delivery. The Borough Council is looking for partners in the project. Disappointingly the shopping 

centre lease holders had shown reluctance to get involved. 

 

The chair thanked Ms Cosgrove for her presentation and promised to consider it as an agenda 

item in the forthcoming meeting. 

 

 

PR15.22 Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr A McGuckin. 

 

PR15.23. Declarations of Interest 

None. 

 

PR15.24 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

It was agreed that the meeting should be held entirely in the public domain. 

 

PR15.25. Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The committee received and accepted the minutes of the meeting on 8 September 2015.  

 

PR15.26. WiFi in Workington Town Centre 

The committee considered a proposal from Allerdale Borough Council that the Town Council 

assists in the roll out of WiFi in Workington town centre, following a presentation at the start of the 

meeting. There was support in principle that the concept should be backed by the council, and that 

Full Council could take a view on whether this was something the council should pursue. 

 

Resolved: To offer the committee’s support in principle, and to bring that recommendation to Full 

Council. 

 

PR15.27. West Cumbria Magistrates and County Court 

The clerk reported that he had begun compiling the council’s robust response to the consultation 

on the proposed closure of the West Cumbria Court House. He would be attending a meeting the 

following evening with stakeholders from other authorities, parliament, police and crime 

commissioner, political groups and the local legal profession to compare notes. He would circulate 

the draft response as soon as it was completed. 

 

PR15.28.  Bus Shelters on Derwent Howe 

The committee considered whether to support the County Council’s proposal for the installation of 

two bus shelters on Derwent Howe. There was some concern that this seemed like a large 

investment from the county council for a relatively small group of people, and that it didn’t feel as if 

it should be a priority. No maintenance costs had been forthcoming from the county council, and 

the committee was unsure why it was being asked to take on an asset which had always been a 

county matter up to now. 

 



Resolved: To recommend that the council does not take on the ongoing liability of any bus 

shelters installed by the county at this time. 

 

PR15.29.  Our Lady and St Michael’s 

The committee considered a request for funding from The Priory, Banklands for the re-siting of a 

memorial to Abbot Clifton. There was some discussion as to whether this should have been a 

matter for the Environment or Culture committees, but it was accepted that that dilemma was the 

reason why it came to P&R. The other committees would have to have referred it anyway, because 

it is requesting unbudgeted funds from reserves. 

 

Resolved: To offer the Church £1,342 towards the project on the proviso that they can raise the 

rest of the money from elsewhere. 

 

PR15.30.  Grants and Funding Follow Up 

The committee consider the briefing from Inspira on the progress of their funded project. They 

were not convinced the delivery had presented good value, since it had taken a long time and the 

final presentation was fairly limited in its scope. However the idea of a Youth Forum may have 

merit and this should be taken forward with schools. There should also be engagement with 

Derwent and Solway over play provision. 

 

The committee agreed to receive a report from the Trades Hall at subsequent meeting.  

 

Resolved: To propose engaging with schools with a view to the creation of a youth forum. 

Resolved: To further engage with Derwent and Solway over the provision of play areas. 

 

PR15.31. Grants and Funding Request 

The committee considered a proposal from the Culture Committee that the council uses £5,000 of 

reserves to support a project at the Carnegie Theatre. 

 

Resolved: To support the proposal from Reserves, on the condition that the Carnegie is 

successful with bids for funding from other sources. 

 

PR15.32. Grants and Funding Process 

The committee considered whether the Grants and Funding process was working appropriately, 

and whether to recommend any changes. There was some discussion about the possibility of 

establishing a grants panel, and of developing a process for monitoring the outcomes more closely, 

particularly of the larger grants. A case in point was the recent problems being experienced by the 

Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme. The scheme providers had been in touch with the council to 

see if it could help, but the issue is really one much wider than the parish of Workington. Similarly 

officers had been fielding queries from commercial organisations and fundraisers. It was noted that 

the council, on the whole shouldn’t be giving money to fund raising bodies which could more 

efficiently be given direct to the recipients. 

 

Resolved: For officers to review the grants and funding system and bring a proposal to a 

subsequent meeting. 

 

 


