
Workington Town Council 
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

15 November 2018 

 

To Members of Environment Committee 

 

D Rollo (chair) J Holliday 

A Bales P McHarry 

D Cashman B Miskelly 

B Dixon J Osborn (vice chair) 

H Harrington B Reville 

 

(Copy for information only to other members of Workington Town Council) 

 

You are summoned to a meeting of Workington Town Council Environment 

Committee on Thursday 22 November 2018 at 6pm in the Mayor’s Reception 

Rooms, Town Hall, Workington.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
 

Chris Bagshaw 

Town Clerk 

 

AGENDA 

Public Participation 

To discuss any items of interest to the council brought forward by members of the 

public. This session will last no longer than 20 minutes. The council cannot take any 

decisions in this session, except to bring items to a future meeting. The public are not 

permitted to speak in other parts of the meeting unless invited to do so by the 

chairman. 

 

1. Apologies 

To receive and accept any apologies for absence. 

 

2.  Declarations of Interest 

To receive any declarations of interest relating to matters which appear on this 

agenda, but which have not been previously declared on members’ declarations of 

pecuniary interest and other interests. 



3.  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 

Act 1960) 

To consider whether there are any agenda items during consideration of which the 

press and public should be excluded. 

 

4. Minutes of the previous meeting 

To receive the minutes of the meeting on 11 October 2018 and affirm them as a true 

record. 

 

5. Flood Issues 

a) To receive a brief update on the measures towards flood resilience across the 

town.  

b) To consider the following request for a Community Service Grant  

Workington Community Emergency Response Group 

£300 

For first aid equipment and training for volunteers. 

Community Service Grant 

Paperwork submitted correctly. 

 

6.  Street Scene matters including Back Lanes 

To receive an update on the position of back lanes in the council’s activities and to 

consider other issues which have been brought to the Council’s attention 

 

Background 

The Committee has been considering how best to serve the few residents remaining 

with unmade Back Lanes, now that the main capital sum reserved for their 

improvement has been reduced by investment in Frostoms Road and Harrington 

Road. Of particular concern are Oxford Street/Vulcans Lane (approx. 102 linear 

metres) and Yeowartville (approx. 33 linear metres), which could lend themselves to 

pollinator-friendly improvements which would still deliver a hard surface for bins, but 

could be reduced to allow for specific and maintained planting.  

 

Other street matters include the condition of a wall on Ashfield Gardens, the 

continued impasse over maintenance in Portland Square, and parking and 

maintenance issues on Mill Lane. 

 

7. Allotments 

To receive a brief report on the development of the allotment estate, including the 

return of Northside to Allerdale Council care. 

 

8.  In Bloom 

To review the process for the 2019 entry and make any necessary decisions, 

including confirmation of the hanging basket and manger displays. This may include 

the colour specifications and any requirement for specific material, such as 

biodegradable liners. 

 

9.  Workington Nature Partnership 

To receive a brief update on the activities of the partnership. 

 

10. Play Areas 



To receive a brief update on current projects, which include Cusack Crescent PA, 

Garnett Crescent PA, Ashfield Road South PA, Hillcrest, Northside PA and 

Harrington Marina PA. 

 

11 . Vulcan Park 

To consider the next steps for the development of the park, which will begin with a 

development task and finish group to collate the various issues and ideas around the 

future development of the park, notwithstanding any decision taken by the council on 

how the services are delivered. 

 

12.  Bus Shelters 

To consider what steps the council needs to take towards the improvement of the 

town’s bus shelters.  

 

Background 

There are 18 bus shelters in the town currently owned but only lightly maintained by 

Allerdale Borough Council. The Borough Council has stated its intention to divest 

itself of these assets and would prefer the Town Council to adopt them, rather than 

end up with removal. The Town Council has considered this issue in the past and 

been reluctant to intervene, however the impetus has been renewed by the continued 

financial constraints being imposed on Allerdale Borough Council by central 

government and the continued decline of the town’s bus shelter estate. Recent 

presentations from companies such as Euroshel have suggested that revenue 

streams may be available to offset the cost of maintenance and replacement. A case 

study from Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council is being reviewed by officers. 

 

Action Required 

The individual shelters are currently being mapped, and could be considered for 

removal, rather than adoption. This would be a matter for a subsequent meeting. 

However, what is sought today is a decision on whether in principle this is an issue 

that the Town Council will consider. A consequential recommendation is contained in 

the draft budget. 

 

13.  Footway Lighting 

To consider a proposal from Allerdale Borough Council that the Town Council adopts 

the 29 footway lights in Workington currently owned and managed by Allerdale 

Borough Council. 

 

Background 

At the abolition of Workington Borough Council in 1974, virtually all of the old 

Borough’s highway functions were passed to Cumbria County Council. However, a 

number of subsequent schemes by the district council resulted in it picking up 

responsibility for around 14 footway lights, through its powers as a lighting authority. 

In Harrington, which passed to Workington Borough in 1934, there are 13 footway 

lights, and there are two in Siddick. The Borough Council is seeking ways in which it 

can reduce its financial liabilities for services it is not obliged by statute to provide. 

Across Allerdale this amounts to over 2,000 footway lights, but in Workington, only 

29. The electric charges for the Workington lights adds up to around £30 pa per unit 

(£870pa). Currently Allerdale budgets an additional £30 pa per unit for repairs, 

however the Town Council would need to calculate its own repair estimate, based on 



far fewer lights. The lights are currently maintained by Cumbria County Council, and 

it is suggested that this situation continues, with Cumbria Highways delivering 

maintenance, and possibly electrical supply – this would be for negotiation. 

 

Action Required 

The individual lights are currently being mapped, and could be considered for 

removal, rather than adoption. This would be a matter for a subsequent meeting. 

However, what is sought today is a decision on whether in principle this is an issue 

that the Town Council will consider. A consequential recommendation is contained in 

the draft budget. 

 

14.  Budget 2019-20 

To consider the committee’s budget priorities for the coming year, and to make any 

necessary recommendations. 

 

Action Required 

The committee must assess the spending commitments, consider whether they are 

realistic for the coming year and make any recommendations it sees fit to the Policy 

and Resources Committee, who will ultimately collate the entire council budget for 

presentation to Full Council in January. 

 

 



 
2018 

estimated 
outturn 

o/t as % 
of budget 

2019 % of 2018 
Notes 

Workington in Bloom – 
Displays 

15,000 14,543 97 15,000 100 

Traditionally pays for seasonal displays around Workington, with additional 
projects to target grot spots in partnership with others 

 

Workington in Bloom – 
Development Grants 

3,500 3,500 100 3,500 100 

Paid out in grants up to £500 to local groups to develop their In Bloom 
related work. 

 

Play Area Development 30,000 30,000 100 10,000 33 
A capital reserve sum set aside for the development of play areas. Fund to 
date is around £44,000 (including contributions from third parties). 

Workington Nature 
Partnership 

21,000 21,000 100 26,000 100 
£20,000 is paid to Allerdale direct to cover WTC contribution to WNP. 
Remainder is for additional expenditure such as publicity and projects to be 
determined by WNP steering group. 

Nature Areas 5,000 5,000 100 0 0 
Capital reserve for work on Town’s natural areas, Remaining reserve stands 
at around £12k, which could be merged with other environmental 
improvement budgets. 

Allotments Running 8,000 8,000 100 8,000 100 
Revenue budget to cover day to day running costs on estate. Matched by 
revenue from rents. 

Allotments Development 7,500 7,500 100 5,000 67 

Capital reserve fund for regeneration of allotment estate, mostly fencing, 
derelict plot clearance and water supply infrastructural renewal. Fund 
currently at around £65k. 

 

Back Lane Environmental 
Improvement 

0 0 0 5,000 - 

Capital reserve fund for environmental improvement work to back lanes. 
Fund current around £47k. Additional small contribution to capital reserves 
sets marker for wider improvement initiative. 

 

Flood resilience 0 0 0 0 0 
Sum set aside to support flooded communities. So far around £6,000 has 
been drawn down, however the remainder is earmarked  

Vulcan Park Development 5,000 15,000 300 10,000 200 

Capital reserve fund established to ensure the park has a financial basis for 
subsequent regeneration and legal fees for transfer. Total funds available 
currently approx £75k, but subject to whatever costs have been incurred 
with contractors since July 2018. Income from ABC covers some of this in 
2018-19 and 2019-20.   



Harrington Marina 
Development 

0 0 0 0 0 
Capital reserve fund established to ensure the park has a financial basis for 
subsequent regeneration and legal fees for transfer. Total funds available 
currently approx. £8500. 

Additional improvements 0 0  0 0 
General capital improvement fund for projects. Now spent on Harrington 
Reservoir. Similar projects would now be funded from elsewhere 

Parks and Play areas 
Maintenance 

10,000 5,000 50 25,000 250 Revenue fund for day to day work on play areas. 

Footway lighting 0 0 0 2,000 - 
Revenue and repair fund assuming adoption of 29 footway lights from ABC 
subject to process 

Bus shelters 0 0 0 3,000 - 
Revenue and repair fund including capital set aside for replacement, 
assuming adoption of 18 bus shelters from Allerdale Borough Council, 
subject to process. 

Totals 105,000 109,543 104 
112,500 

(107,500) 
107 (102) 

Bracketed figure excludes adoption of Footway lighting and bus shelters. 

 

 

 

 


