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Vacant Plot Allocation 

In 2017 the council changed its system for allocating plots from the waiting list. All existing 

waiting list names were sent a questionnaire asking them to prioritise their choice of plot. 

This served to confirm their continued desire for a council allotment, which in itself allowed 

some to withdraw from the list. As a result we were able to gauge demand for each site and 

prioritise plot renewal to cope meet the demand. 

  

Site Name Plot No. Status 

Annie Pit 26 Viewing 23Dec 

 30 Tenancy agreed awaiting return of 
contract 

 39 Brick shed to be demolished area to 
be cleared and site survey done for 
soil condition 

 39a,b,c Topography not suitable for a plot 
plant up with Buckthorn or similar 

Total Plots available  3  

Feenans 10  

 11  

 12a Awaiting contamination survey and 
specialist clearance 

Total Plots Available 3  

Wesley Street 0  

Total Plots Available 0  

Cranbourne Street 21  

Total Plots Available 1  

Mountain View N/A Topography not suited for plots return 
to nature / pigeon owners only(new 
tenants) 

Newlands Lane 10 Available next year as needs 1 year 
mares tail eradication programme 

 18 Clearance in progress 

 25 Clearance completed awaiting 
confirmation of viewing 

Total Plots Available 3  

Northside (discounting left 
side) 

16 Specialist clearance asbestos 

 18 Awaiting stock fencing before letting 

 22 vacant 

 25 Awaiting stock fencing before letting 

 32 Specialist clearance asbestos, porta 
cabin 

Total Plots Available 5  

Park Lane   

Total Plots Available 0  



Stoneleigh 4 ½ set aside for bio-diversity due to 
drainage problems. ½ for bees? 

Total Plots Available 0 For bee keeping 

Rosehill N/A Plots to be re sized to manageable 
sizes with tenants consent. 

Siddick 6 Stock fencing being installed  + 1 year 
mares tail eradication programme 

 7 “                   “              “               

 8 “                   “              “ 

 9 “                   “              “ 

Total Plots Available 4  

Salterbeck Community 3  

 4  

Total Plots Available 2  

Wastwater Community 2 Requires promotional drive 

 3  

 5  

 6  

 9  

 10  

 12  

 15  

Total Plots Available 8  

Number of plots available 
all sites 

29* Northside/Rosehill to be replotted 

 

Allotment Waiting List 

Total number of names on waiting list at the end of 2017: 54. 

Site Specific Waiting List  

* note people were given a choice of selecting preferences this is reflected in the list below 

Site Name No. on 
list 

Annie Pit 21 

Feenans 9 

Cranbourne Street 16 

Mountain View 7 

Newlands Lane 12 

Northside 11 

Park Lane 14 

Stoneleigh 9 

Soapery 15 

Rosehill 5 

Siddick 8 

Salterbeck Community 0 

Wastwater Community 0 

Wesley Street 9 

 

 



Hazardous Waste Removal 

As plotholders vacate their sites for various reasons, the council is left with a legacy of often 

contaminated sites. At present it’s difficult to quantify the total amount of hazardous waste 

located on individual plots. But we are finding on every plot small amounts of hazardous 

waste either asbestos concrete corrugated sheeting, tyres, carpet, pesticides and roof felt 

etc all of which needs to be placed in different waste streams. The amounts are too small to 

be disposed of efficiently, individually. 

Proposed Solution  

One solution is for the council to have a secure area where skips of the various waste 

streams can be stored. A waste company can then collect and charge per skip. Such a 

solution will be subject to any licensing and planning requirements, which are currently being 

assessed. As a general rule, existing tenants are responsible for the compliant and legal 

removal of their own plot waste, so this is a legacy issue, rather than an ongoing 

maintenance issue. 

Asbestos 

 An asbestos fact sheet has been produced which will be given to all tenants. 

 An asbestos site survey is underway. 

 Asbestos training is required per year per person on the Estate team. 

Quotes for asbestos removal have been collated, the companies were given the same 

specification and the following prices were given: 

Disposal costs from contractors vary between £3.5k and £5k for the currently known 

asbestos remains. 

The disposal costs for asbestos can be roughly calculated to £600 per standard garden shed 

8ft x 6ft  

Average Costings for plot clearance 

Since February 2017 on average two skips are required for complete site clearance of a plot, 

only half plots (125sqm) have required only one skip. Some plots have required more than 

two skips. The skips are priced at £190 each. 

If asbestos sheeting is found eg an average garden shed (8ft x 6ft) with an asbestos roof, 

the cost to remove the asbestos concrete sheeting cost approximately £600. 

Description of 
neglected plot 

Average Costing 
skip ex. labour 

Average Costing 
hazardous waste 

stream 

Total Average 
Costings 
Ex. labour 

No hazardous waste 
found 

£380  £380 

With x1Asbestos shed 
(8ft x 6ft) 

£380 £600 £980 

With asbestos and 
other waste stream 

£380 £600+ At present no figure 
available but over 
£1000+ 

 

 



Hazardous Waste/Fly Tipping Removal – Northside and Feenans 

Progress is being made on meeting the significant challenge of these neglected areas. We 

have approached various companies who have decided to not take on the task, but we have 

now found two companies who have expressed an ongoing interest. A site visit ihas taken 

place and it is recommended that a soil contamination survey is carried out to see whether 

it’s feasible to return the area to allotment plots or to some other use once the findings have 

been collated.  

 

Storage Areas 

As part of the councils sustainable programme it’s proposed that a green waste recycling 

area will be set up on Soapery Allotment for the use by the estate team. This will involve 

leave collection, chipping/shredding of woody plant material etc. The leave mould/compost 

will then be top dressed on borders to help improve soil structure, help retain moisture and 

reduce weeding. 

The storage area will be located on an existing fenced off area which was part of a plot for 

the holding of turkeys but due to surrounding mature trees will not be suitable for letting as 

an allotment. The garage will be used for the storage of Community flood sacks. 

 

 

A hard standing area will be made in front of the garage area and for vehicle access to the 

site two wheel tracks will be made using MOT type 1 aggregate, so allowing for drainage. 

For the different waste streams of hazardous waste it is proposed that plot 13 at Siddick 

Allotment be changed into a secure fenced off hard standing area for skips of the various 

hazardous waste streams. At present plot 13 is used for fly tipping and already has a hard 

standing surface over parts of the plot.  

For budgeting purposes and waste auditing it’s proposed that a limit be set per year for 

asbestos disposal costs and other hazardous waste streams. 



Stock Fencing 

The estate team have started to renew internal fencing to reduce allotment sites looking like 

‘shanty towns’. It also helps to regulate height of fencing and thereby allowing viewing for 

plot inspections and to create a more community feel. 

      Soapery Allotment Plot 19 and 20 

 

        Annie Pit Plot 11 

 

Plot Sizes – Rosehill 

A letter is due to be sent out to all current tenants requesting their size plot preference, once 

this is done a plan of action can be implemented. 

 

Renovation Programme 

To help with auditing and budgeting requirements the estates team is proposing a 5-6 year 

renovation programme be implemented. This will help to highlight where work is required on 

a scale of urgency. For example Annie Pit perimeter fence can be done over a 6 year 

programme,  so spreading the cost. A year can be missed out to allow for other sites in need 

to be done. 

 

Biodiversity 

To improve the biodiversity on council owned sites, there are some areas within the estate 

allotment sites which can be used. Due to their topography or soil conditions they are 

unsuitable for allotment plots. 



The following areas are suited: 

Site Plot No. Reason for 
change 

Area Usage/Planting 

Annie Pit 39a,b,c Gradient Plant with Buckthorn 

Stoneleigh 4 Drainage Bottom half Cornus & Salix 
Top half bees 

Mtn View All site Gradient Return to nature 

 

Invasive species survey 

 Japanese Knotweed survey to be reviewed and updated to adhere to current 

legislation 

 Survey to be carried out for other invasive species eg Himalayan Balsam, so an 

eradication programme can be implemented. 

 

Recommendation 

That the committee notes the report and accepts the recommendations, which are: 

1. The council develops a disused area of allotment land on the Soapery for green 

waste recycling. 

2. The council utilises the existing hard standing at Plot 13, Siddick for storing non-

biodegradable waste in skips for subsequent collection, subject to necessary 

licencing and permissions.  

3. The council resizes the plots at Rosehill to make more plots available. 

4. The council develops the recommended areas to improve biodiversity. 

5. The council adopts a 5-6 year renovation programme to ensure all sites are 

eventually brought up to the highest standards possible. 

6. The council continues to develop stock fencing plot divisions where required. 

 

Estate team 2 January 2018 


