
Workington Town Council 
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 
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Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm on 

17 January 2019 in Town Hall, Workington 

 

D Rollo (Chair)  Present 

A Bales Present 

D Cashman Present* 

B Dixon Present 

H Harrington Absent 

J Holliday Apologies 

P McHarry Present 

B Miskelly Present 

J Osborn Present 

B Reville Present 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk 

 

E18.61  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted as being for approved reasons under the 

terms of the Local Government Act 1972, s85, from Cllr J Holliday. 

 

E18.62  Declarations of Interest 

No further declarations were made. 

 

E18.63  Exclusion of Press and Public 

No issues. 

 

E18.64   Minutes of the last meeting 

The Minutes of the previous meeting on 22 November 2018 were accepted as a true 

record. 

 

E18.65  Allotments 

The Clerk reported on the latest level of Allotment rent returns, which were running 

around a 95 per cent collection rate. Returns were deflated by the transfer of 

Newlands Lane to the Tenants Association and the suspension of rents from 

Northside, but were still buoyed by the improvement in site occupancies brought 

about by development work and making some plots smaller. Development work to 

the value of over £14,000 had been carried out in the year so far, improving paths 

and renovating derelict plots. The remaining large project was new external fencing 

at Annie Pit/Feenans, and it was hoped that this could be scheduled for later in the 

year. There was some discussion about the value of sites at Mountain View and 

Siddick, where there was capacity for expansion. It was suggested that such an 

expansion would require a considerable amount of capital to prepare the land, but 

that it was wise to be aware of its potential. 



Resolved: To note the report. 

 

E18.66.  Workington Nature Partnership 

The Committee received a brief update on the activities of the partnership, including 

the grant-aided work to develop Siddick Woodlands, which was progressing well. The 

Nature Partnership Officer will be taking Maternity Leave in the Spring, and some 

discussion was centred around how to replace her. It was suggested that an agency 

solution might be appropriate, and this would be discussed within the steering group. 

The Committee heard that the specialist reed-bed cutting at Siddick Pond had 

improved the wetland area and that the ‘Hub’ hide was about complete and had 

already been well-used by local schools. A lottery bid for the renovation of Hall Park 

had been unsuccessful and there had been a fly-tipping incident at Harrington 

Reservoir NR that had caused a press and social media response. The Chair had 

appeared on BBC Radio Cumbria talking about the issue. Work for Seaton Parish 

Council at Brick Dubs had been allowed under the Terms of Reference of the 

Partnership - Seaton PC and Allerdale BC made a financial contribution for the work. 

The partnership was hoping to benefit from an apprenticeship scheme being planned 

by West Cumbria Rivers Trust. It was understood that the scheme would involve 

WCRT apprentices working supervised on WNP projects. The Town Council was not 

expected to contribute financially to the scheme. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

E18.67. Play Areas 

The Clerk gave a brief update on current projects at Ashfield Road South and Garnet 

Crescent. Ashfield Road South had been looked at by a number of suppliers and the 

Clerk sought the committee’s opinion on the suggested solutions to the problem of 

drainage and resilience. The committee preferred an option that made a tarmac path 

into the site and then constructed wetpour pads around the various play items, 

connected by paths. For the climbing frame they preferred a suggested item from 

Streetscape (Sturdy Echo), though they noted that even this appeared in the 

illustrations with a play panel that had proved not to be resilient at Walker Road. It 

was noted that the expected budget was in the region of £26-28,000. 

 

The Clerk also showed a proposal for the renovation of the slide at Garnet Crescent, 

which was in the region of £12,000. This would be taken to the Salterbeck Open 

Spaces Group, but there were reservations about managing a site which was as 

poorly cared for as Garnet currently. It was noted that a Panna Court was already 

promised to the site, but this was not the same as a piece of more traditional play 

equipment. Further discussions would have to be held with Impact Housing before 

any money should be committed to the project. 

 

The Clerk reported that he was in talks with Allerdale Borough Council for the 

emptying of the PA site litter bins and would report back when he had more financial 

information. 

 

Resolved: That the Clerk draw up a specification for the Ashfield Road South PA 

from the information gathered and proceed to tender. 

 

 

 



E18.68. Vulcan Park 

The Committee considered the findings of the Task and Finish meeting so far. Rather 

than look through them in detail at this point, they proposed a subsequent meeting of 

the Working Group, to be held after the budget making process was completed in 

February. 

 

Resolved: To convene a meeting of the Vulcan Park Working Group on Tuesday 26 

February.  

 

E18.69. Vulcan Park Lighting 

The committee considered three submitted quotes for repairing the electric supply to 

the lighting column and replacing the lighting heads. The Clerk explained the 

difference in energy use between the existing 400w sodium lamps and the newer 

200w LED lamps. One supplier had offered the lights for free (worth 8 x £250) in 

return for some publicity and acknowledgement on the site. 

 

Resolved: To accept the Margrange Electrical proposal to supply the 8 replacement 

lights for free, with labour charges in the region of £686, some publicity and a notice 

on the site. 

 

E18.68. Vulcan Park Tree Planting 

The committee considered the Estate Team’s tree planting proposals for the coming 

year, incorporating the Rotary oak tree and other trees around the park. 

 

Resolved: To accept the plan for the tree planting, including a specific Quercus 

petraea (sessile oak) for a position close to the cenotaph.  


