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Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm on 

20 July 2017 in Town Hall, Workington 

 

D Rollo (Chair)  Present 

B Cannon Present 

B Dixon Present 

A Lawson Apologies 

P McHarry Apologies 

A McGuckin Present 

B Miskelly Present 

J Osborn Present 

B Reville Apologies 

T Wardley Apologies 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk, Estate Team Leader and 

Workington Nature Partnership Officer. 

 

E17.15  Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllrs A Lawson, P McHarry, W Reville and T Wardley. 

 

E17.16  Declarations of Interest 

None 

 

E17.17  Exclusion of Press and Public 

It was agreed that the meeting should be held entirely in the public domain. 

 

E17.18   Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 13 June 2017 were affirmed as a true record. 

 

E17.19  Workington Nature Partnership  
The Workington Partnership Officer presented her new logo to the committee, which 
will be displayed on her vehicle and uniform. She explained that there had been a 
request from volunteers to have branded t-shirt’s, and this this was being 
investigated. She reported that Harrington Nature Reserve required £165,000 worth 
of funding to complete the renovation works and that that a number of funding 
applications had been submitted to secure portions of this. Unfortunately a recent 
application was unsuccessful presenting a £40,000 shortfall. Councillors discussed 
their concerns about the possible delays this may have to the project and methods of 
raising the funds, including crowd funding and donations from larger organisations. 
The clerk noted that the possibilities would need to be investigated. 
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R Blacker gave an overview into the work she has recently completed including 18 
school visits, increased volunteer work, the development of blue butterfly habitat at 
Oldside and the re-design of Siddick bird hide. She also presented some 
achievements with a rare bird siting at Siddick, reduction of abandoned shopping 
trollies, an increase in work experience students and over 420 hours of volunteer 
work in June.  
 
Resolved: To organise a meeting with the Workington Nature Partnership Officer to 
investigate methods to secure additional funding for Harrington Nature Reserve.  
 
E17.20  Harrington Reservoir 
Councillors agreed that concerns about Harrington Reservoir had been addressed in 
the previous item; however the clerk proposed to send an open invitation to 
councillors inviting them to view the recent developments of the site.  
 
Resolved: To send an open invitation to councillors to visit Harrington Nature 
Reserve and Reservoir. 
 
E17.21  Apprentice Programme 
The assistant clerk reported that there had been a positive response to the 
recruitment advertisement, with the deadline for receipt of applications at noon on 
Monday 24 July 2017. There was a brief discussion about supervision delivered by 
the estates team leader and the training provider. 
 
Resolved: To note the report.  
  
E17.22  Allotment Development 
The estate team leader reported that the new waiting list structure was effective, 
allowing people a choice of plot. There was a discussion into how the sites were 
allocated and the choices of plots available. The estate team leader highlighted that 
prospective tenants have the opportunity to view of 4 plots in total; if these are all 
refused the applicant would move to the bottom of the waiting list. There was a brief 
discussion into an allotment tenancy complaint, which the clerk agreed to address 
formally in writing. The clerk and estate team leader provided the committee with a 
brief overview on the clearance of allotment sites at Newlands Lane and Northside. 
 
Resolved: To note the report. 
 
R Blacker left the meeting and 19:10 
 
E17.23  Back Lanes 
The clerk reported that the work towards redeveloping Frostoms Road back lane was 
almost complete; with the final electricity work is being conducted by Electricity 
Northwest. The clerk explained that there was money remaining in the back lane 
budget and a number of suggestions had been presented on ways in which this could 
be spent. Councillors discussed the opportunity to clean the paving and surroundings 
of a number of streets or to install gates on back lanes where environmental 
concerns have been highlighted. The legality of both options was discussed, with the 
possibility to work in partnership with Cumbria County Council, Allerdale Borough 
Council and Cumbria Police to tackle these issues.  
 
Resolved:  For officers to establish a plan using partnership resources to look into 
ways to tackle environmental issues on a local level.  
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E17.24  Play Areas and Open Spaces 
The clerk reported that the transfer of Vulcan Park is still being processed legally. He 
presented the committee with a number of designs received by play contractors for 
the interactive ‘Youth Zone’ area at Moss Bay. He reported that the steering group for 
this project had carried out extensive consultations locally and secured the necessary 
funding for the £60,000 project. Councillors discussed the equipment presented and 
the current provision for panna football in the town.  
 
Resolved: For officers to procure a suitable play equipment provider on contract 
finder, according to the specifications presented. 
 
 
E17.25  Workington in Bloom 
The clerk provided an overview on the recent judging for Cumbria in Bloom. An 
addition this year was to transport judges using vintage buses, which was practical 
and enhanced the day. The assistant clerk noted that Workington Academy had 
unfortunately withdrawn their In Bloom application and the funding had not been 
given.  
 
Resolved: to note the report. 
 
E17.26  Bus Shelters 
Councillors discussed the current maintenance regime of the bus shelters and 
commented on its success. It was highlighted that there may be a number of other 
areas requiring this provision.  
 
Resolved: To accept the recommendation to continue maintaining bus shelters at 
Derwent Howe. 
 
Resolved:  For officers to investigate and report back to the committee on locations 
that may have a requirement for additional shelters. 
 
 
E17.27  Community Emergency Planning and Resilience 
The clerk reported that a considerable amount of work and engagement has been 
carried out to develop a flood action plan. It is the ambition of the Workington Flood 
Action group to distribute an information card providing residents in Hall Park View 
and Barepot with essential guidance and information of what to do in a potential flood 
situation and during a flood. The aim is to have this in place by October 2017, with 
the ability to widen a distribution after this date. Flood sacks have been sourced, but 
the store has not yet been installed. 
 
Resolved:  To note the report. 
 
E17.28  Budget Allocations 

The committee reviewed the budget allocations, with no concern.  

 

Resolved: To note and accept the current budget allocations. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 19:43 

 

 


