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Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Minutes of the Culture Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm Thursday 24 

November 2016 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

A McGuckin (chair) Present* 

M Bainbridge Present 

P Bales Apologies 

B Cannon  Present 

H Harrington Present 

M Heaslip Present 

B Miskelly Present 

M Rollo Apologies 

T Wardley Apologies 

J Wright (Mayor) Present 

 

*Arrived late 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Events Assistant, Assistant Town Clerk 

 

In the absence of Cllr McGuckin and Cllr Bales, Cllr Wright took the chair. 

  

C16.44  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs P Bales, M Rollo and T Wardley. 

 

C16.45  Declarations of Interest 

No issues were raised that had not previously been declared. 

 

C16.46  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

No items. 

 

C16.47  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 22 September 2016 and affirmed them 

as a true record.  

 

C16.48  Twinning Association 

Councillor B Cannon provided a report on the Twinning Association’s recent activities. The 

Twinning Association are aiming to organise their programme more effectively by producing a 

new budget and a calendar of events. The main events for 2017 are the international youth 

camp, the Ruhr Games and the 20th Anniversary of the Twinning with Val de Reuil. The theme 
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of the 20th Anniversary Event is Party in the Park and has been designed around the members 

of Twinning’s experiences in the 2016 Bastille celebrations.  

 

Resolved To note the report 

 

Cllr McGuckin arrived at 18.12 and assumed the chair. 

 

C16.49  Helena Thompson Museum 

The clerk gave apologies on behalf of the Museum for not supplying a written report. The clerk 

provided a verbal report on the progress of the education project. The Museum has installed 

new IT and technology and they are currently running education projects that combine heritage 

and learning, including a Victorian education event. The work of the Museum staff was praised. 

The chair requested a breakdown of the how the funds have been spent. 

 

Resolved: To review the Helena Thompson Museum’s financial report for 2015-16 and ensure 

that the committee receives copies in future years. 

 

C16.50  Jane Pit 

The clerk presented a verbal overview of the Jane Pit project. This included the possibility for 

lighting, landscaping and community development work. The clerk highlighted that a desk-

based survey had been completed and the report would be circulated to Councillors. The next 

stage of the project includes an application for Scheduled Monument Consent (SMC) to carry 

out any work, and then a funding bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund. The community engagement 

for this project has been commissioned from Stella Kent. A councillor voiced concern about the 

location of the football pitch and the proposed youth project on the adjacent land. The clerk 

confirmed that there was sufficient space on the site to accommodate both the youth project 

and football pitch without obstructing the Jane Pit site.  

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

C16.51  Grants Feedback 

The Assistant Town Clerk reported on a number of recently awarded grants, including a 

breakdown of how these grants had been spent.  

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

C16.52  Grants 

The committee considered the following applications for grant funding. 

 

a) Salterbeck Residents Association 

Request: To support ongoing running costs and purchase of materials. The group meet 

monthly to support members of the community who are living alone. They engage in 

indoor sports and arts activities.  

 

Resolved: To provide funding of £300. 

 

b) West Cumbria Guild of Model Engineers 
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Request: To fund cost of repairs of track. The original track has deteriorated, permanent 

repair work has started, however funds are required to purchase the remaining track and 

raw materials. 

 

Resolved: To provide funding of £300. 

 

i) Workington and District Twinning Association 

Request: To help fund a celebratory event to mark the 20th Anniversary of the Twinning 

with Val de Reuil. This will be held in Vulcans Park on 27 May 2017, hosting a variety of 

musical and family themed entertainment. 

 

Councillors B Cannon and M Bainbridge abstained from discussions on this item.  

The committee considered the current funds available to the Twinning Association 

compared to the upcoming events on their calendar. There was a discussion about the 

importance of promoting the Twinning and increasing its membership, particularly since 

the recent vote to leave the European Union. Along with the request for £10,000, the 

Twinning Association also require assistance the Town Council’s Events Team. 

 

Councillors highlighted the date of the event and its proximity to Mayor Making. It was 

suggested to hold the formal Annual Meeting on the 10 May 2017 and include a 

separate Mayor Making Ceremony on the date of the Twinning event. 

 

Resolved: To propose a £10,000 Festival budget allocation to Full Council for this 

event. 

Resolved: To propose holding the Mayor Making Ceremony on 27 May 2017 to Full 

Council 

 

Councillor H Harrington left the meeting at 18:48. 

 

c) Workington Rotary Club 

Request: To provide sponsorship for the running of the Paint the Town Red – Vintage in 

Town Event. This will be held in the Town Centre on the 9 September 2017 with a 

vintage market, music and street entertainment.  

 

Councillor’s discussed the number of larger events that would be hosted in the town in 

2017, and how this event would fit in.  

 

Resolved: To propose a £5,000 Festival budget allocation to Full Council for this event. 

 

d) 13th Workington Scout Group 

Request: To assist in the provision of a Christmas Party for the Cubs and Beavers in 

Moorclose. 

 

The clerk highlighted that the Town Council had yet to receive the paper work for this 

application. 

 

Resolved: To award the £200 grant in principle, the funding to be sent once adequate 

paperwork had been received. 
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e) Carnegie Music Centre 

Request: To match fund the £2,500 already raised for running a Music School at the 

Carnegie.  

 

Resolved: To propose a £2,500 Cultural groups budget allocation to Full Council for this 

event. 

 

C16.52. Christmas Festival 2016 

The Events Assistant provided an update of the work towards the Christmas Festival. She 

reported that the lighting is currently being installed. There was a discussion about the location 

of the lights; councillors expressed an interest in having Christmas lights on Wilson Street and 

the Town Hall. The clerk confirmed that the Town Council had not received the appropriate 

permission to install lighting on Wilson Street. This idea could be developed, alongside lights for 

the Town Hall, for future events. The Events Assistant reported that the promotion of the event 

on Facebook had exceeded 30,000 views.  

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

C16.53. Workington App and Matrix Signs 

The Events Assistant reported on the successful development of the Matrix signs, they will be 

located on Ramsey Brow and at the Hub. The clerk confirmed that the Workington App was 

previously commissioned by Allerdale Borough Council and is still in the development stages. 

The Events Team have been working on a website to support the App, which should be online 

in the near future. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

C16.54. Budget 2017-18 

The committee considered a report on its budget priorities for the coming year, and its portion of 

the medium term financial plan. This included: 

 

 Increasing the Festivals budget to accommodate the upcoming Vintage Festival and 

Party in the Park. The Mayor highlighted a lack of sporting events in the 2017 

programme, the clerk confirmed that a sporting event is being developed for next year. 

 Separate budgets for Heritage projects and the Helena Thompson Museum. The clerk 

reported that the Helena Thompson Museum had received funding previously but may 

require extra support in the future. The Heritage project budget would provide funding for 

projects such as the Miners Memorial. The clerk noted that providing additional funding 

for institutions such as the Museum and the Carnegie is beneficial to the town.  

 A new budget of £9,000 for Cultural groups was discussed; it was suggested to increase 

this to £10,000. 

 

Resolved: To make these budgetary amendments.  

Resolved: To approve the provisional budget and present to the Policy and Resources 

Committee. 

 

The meeting closed at 19.13 – future meetings will be held at 6.15pm 

 

 


