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Minutes of a Meeting of Workington Town Council Culture Committee on Monday  

22 September 2014 at 6pm in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 

J Wright chair Present 
N Schofield vice chair Present 
C Armstrong Present 
P Bales Present 
K Hansen Absent 
H Harrington Present 
M Heaslip Apologies 
G Humes Apologies 
M Jones Present 
M Rollo Present 
 

C14.25  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs M Heaslip and G Humes. 

 

C14.26  Declarations of Interest 

There were no further declarations. 

 

C14.27  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

There were no issues from which the press and the public should be excluded. 

 

C14.28  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 21 July 2014 and affirmed them as a 

true record. 

 

C14.29  Grants and Funding 

The committee considered funding proposals for the following: 

a) Workington Music Festival 5-8 November 2014 

£50 prize money for under 18 Glee class 

£50 prize money for under 18 Vocal class 

Medals for under 18 Glee class (up to £50) 

Total (upto) £150 



The council supplied trophies, medals and prize money for these classes in 2013. The 

trophies will carry forward, so the request is now just for medals and prize money. The 

Mayor of Workington/chair of committee is invited to present the awards. 

 

Resolved: To finance the festival as proposed. 

 

b) Summer Parcs Scheme (Youth Engagement in Sport) 

7 sessions in Workington parks over the summer at £75 per two hours session. 

£525. The committee heard that the scheme had been moderately well-attended on some 

sessions, but that other sessions had not been attended at all. It was noted that the publicity 

for the sessions had been muted, and that the council’s own fun days had experienced far 

higher numbers (although the direct comparison is not valid). 

 

Resolved: To pay for the scheme through the Young People’s Participation in Sport budget.  

 

Before agreeing to repeat the scheme in 2015, the council asked that SPAA be invited to 

make a presentation on the scheme and its benefits and promotion in Workington. 

 

Resolved: To invite SPAA to a future meeting of the committee. 

 

 

C14.30. Twinning Association 

The chair of the Twinning Association reported  that the association had organised trips to 

Germany and France in 2014. Money for these was still owed by participants, so cash flow was 

tight. It was noted that management of finance for the Musik Fest had been somewhat fraught, 

but that the association was confident that everything would be paid and accounted for in the 

end. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

C14.31  Twinning 20th Anniversary Festival 

The chair of the Twinning Association reported that although there had been some confusion 

over roles and responsibilities, and issues with the venue, the event had gone off ok and the 

visitors from Germany were very happy. A number of lessons had been learned about the 

governance and promotion of such an event, and the need for capturing detailed agreements 

with venues and suppliers. 

 



The financial performance of the event had fallen a long way short of the organisers 

expectations, so the Association was grateful for the support of the Town Council in ensuring 

sufficient funds were available to pay for it. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

14.32.  Christmas Lights 2014 and Winter Festival 

The Events Officer explained that the staging had been booked, road closures initiated and acts 

were being lined up. The two day programme was being put together by a partnership with 

Allerdale Borough Council, who were also providing the majority of the funding. Lantern 

workshops would create lanterns for a procession to the switch on led by the Mayor. 

 

There was some discussion about the installation of an Ice Rink at the top of Risman Place. An 

extension of the booking period for an additional four days could be paid for from underspends 

in the Culture budget from the previous year. The opening times were queried. Could it be open 

later to allow school children to use it? This could be looked at. Officers were unsure yet as to 

what size would be allowed to fit into this space. It was queried whether Udale Street car park 

might not be a better venue. Officers were asked to investigate. The Sunday, which was 

traditionally quiet, would be marketed as brunchtime listening, with bacon rolls and bands. 

 

Councillors were still unsure about how the programme knitted together, so requested a further 

meeting to update them, once the programme was better developed. 

 

Resolved: to hold an additional meeting on Monday 20 October to review plans for the 29-30 

November. 

 

The Events Officer reported that take up from schools had been very disappointing, with only 

three coming forward to perform – Beckstone, Westfield and St Joseph’s. Victoria schools were 

in Selm. The committee considered whether to persevere, change the nature of the event, or 

cancel it. 

 

Resolved: To cancel the Schools Music Festival and to try and incorporate any schools who 

wanted to perform into the Lights Switch on festival. 

 

The Clerk reported that the lighting coordinator was still working on his lighting plan, and hoped 

that Ramsay Brow could be incorporated if possible, but that it was not as simple as it might first 

appear. 

 

14.33.  Summer Activities 



The chair reported that three fun days had been held in Workington over the summer and they 

had been deemed successful, despite the weather forcing last minute changes in venue in 

Harrington and Moorclose. The numbers of young people attending were as follows: Harrington 

300; Moorclose 250; Vulcan’s Park 500. The Moorclose session had to move to the Leisure 

Centre, but the upstairs room meant not all young people managed to register before taking part 

in the events – some of which were held outside or elsewhere in the centre. 

 

It was requested that the underspent budget might be put towards a Christmas Fun Day at the 

TA Centre on 13 December, to be run by South Workington Youth Partnership (SWYP). SWYP 

also expressed an interest in running similar events in 2015, perhaps at Valentines, Easter, 

Summer, Hallowe’en and Christmas. 

 

The committee considered that Easter, Summer and Hallowe’en would be sufficient and that 

£10,000 might be budgeted for these events. It was noted that the events should complement 

other activities in the town and that it was the council’s role to coordinate these. 

 

Resolved: to pay for a Christmas Fun Day from the remaining budget allocation. 

 

14.34.  Remembrance and Commemoration of the outbreak of the First World War 

a) The Events Officer updated the committee on plans to commemorate the outbreak of the 

First World War and Remembrance activities. It was proposed to plant 1,000 snowdrops in 

Vulcan’s Park, close to the cenotaph as a lasting tribute to the fallen. This would be done with 

primary school children in October, and would be facilitated by ISS. At the Remembrance 

Service, a video display of the names of the fallen would be projected in the church and 

schoolchildren would perform readings at the Cenotaph. Wreath laying would be reviewed and 

the orders of service revamped. There had been some concern about repetition on the day, but 

a gradual approach was being taken to ensuring the ceremonies were relevant and appropriate. 

The initial plan for laying crosses had proved unwieldy for such a high volume of names. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

b) The committee considered suitable sites for the memorial slab to James Alexander Smith VC, 

which was now in store in the Town Hall. After considering a number of options, the Railway 

Station was confirmed as the preferred site, as this is where Private Smith returned to in 1915, 

following his award of the medal. Private Smith’s home address was Southey Street, which no 

longer exists. 

 

Resolved: to make arrangements for the slab to be installed at the station and to plan an 

appropriate unveiling ceremony. 

 



14.35. Heritage institutions 

The committee reviewed a funding proposal from the Helena Thompson Museum for delivering 

£7,500 worth of spending from the Heritage budget. There were a number of questions relating 

to the operating of the museum which councillors felt required addressing, before agreeing to 

spend money supporting a digital library. 

 

Resolved: To set up a meeting between members of the committee and the Museum to iron 

out any misunderstandings. The committee to be represented by Cllrs J Wright and M Rollo, 

with support from the Events Officer. 

 

The meeting closed at 19.35. 


