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Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council Allotments Committee held 

at 10am Thursday 8 January 2015 in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 

C Armstrong (chair) Present 

A Bales Absent 

J Bracken Present 

B Cannon Apologies 

M Heaslip Apologies 

E Johnsen Present 

R Jones  Present 

B Miskelly Absent 

M Rae Absent 

J Wright (vice chair)  Absent 

(Vacancy)  

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Senior Estate Worker. 

 

Public Participation 

The chair introduced the Public Participation session, which was attended by five members of 

the public. She apologised for the re-arranging of the meeting from December. 

 

There was concern about thefts of produce at Newlands Lane, and about a vacant plot requiring 

renovation and re-letting (Plot 17). It was also suggested that some tenants had not worked 

their plots as effectively as they ought to and this created problems for their neighbours with 

weeds and vermin. 

 

It was suggested a turning circle might be created at the top of the site and an area for green 

bins or a skip by the entrance. There was some discussion of the state of the access track. The 

clerk explained that it seemed unlikely that the council would want to encourage vehicles on the 

site, especially since the damage to the track and sign recently. 

 

A dog keeper from Northside made a plea for council help with finding alternative 

accommodation for the dogs currently kept on the site, in the light of the council’s decision to 

exclude dogs from the allotment estate by November 2016. It was confirmed that the council 

had the power to evict the dog keepers and that it had no obligation to provide a site. However 

the Chair and Cllr Johnsen offered to make representations on their behalf to Allerdale Borough 

Council to identify potential new sites for the dog keepers. 

 

A14.23  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr B Cannon and M Heaslip 

 

A14.24.  Declarations of Interest 

None were received. 



A14.25  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

None 

 

A14.26  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 14 August 2014. 

 

Resolved: To affirm them as a true record. 

 

A14.27. Fencing 

The Clerk reported that the transfer of the Annie Pit site presented some issues for the council 

to address in terms of boundary lines.  

 

Resolved: To arrange a site visit for councillors to advise the clerk on the most effective use of 

the site. 

 

A14.28.  Longer Term Occupancy of the Allotment Estate 

The clerk reported that he expected the transfers of the sites at Siddick, Newlands Lane, 

Wesley Street, Park Lane, Annie Pit/Feenans and Rosehill to be recommended to the next 

meeting of the Full Council. The transfers of Northside, Mountain View and Stoneleigh were still 

subject to ongoing negotiation with Borough Council officers. 

 

Resolved: to note the update 

 

14.29.   Allotment Contracts for 2014-15 

The clerk reported that rent collection was on target for the year and there had been a number 

of issues of transfers which had been sorted out. There was a query about ongoing parking at 

Soapery. The Clerk explained that to his knowledge, only those with legitimate parking plots 

were allowed to park on the site, and any apparent transfers of plots should be reported to the 

council.  

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

14.30.   Workington Local Food Project  

The committee heard that the Local Food Project, which had introduced growing sites on 

Wastwater Avenue and Salterbeck Back Field, had also had to postpone its meeting before 

Christmas. A report would follow its meeting later in the month. 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

14.31.   Review of Site Issues 

The committee considered the following issues related to specific sites. 

 

a) Northside 

The clerk reported that talks were underway with Allerdale Borough Council, Your Derwent and 

Solway Housing and Groundwork North East and Cumbria to develop a masterplan for 

Northside which would include a new spatial plan for the allotment site incorporating new 



access to the nature reserve. Groundwork were supplying landscape architectural expertise and 

liaising with the town council’s policy and resources committee over community consultation 

exercises for the whole parish ward of Northside. 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

b) Cranbourne Street Development Plan 

The Senior Estate Worker reported that he had received several quotes for path work at 

Cranbourne Street and had a meeting with another contractor tomorrow who he felt would be 

very helpful. The estimates for the work were coming in between £1,500 and £3,000. 

Resolved: To instruct officers to get on with the work, subject to the correct procedures. 

 

c) Mountain View  

i) The committee considered a request from the family of a deceased tenant in Plot 7 that they 

be allowed to continue working the site, as they had been under the tenant’s supervision for 

many years.  

Resolved: To allow the tenancy to be transferred. 

 

ii) The committee heard that the clerk had been in consultation with the Nature Partnership 

Officer and the Borough Council’s Parks and Open Spaces Officer. He was now minded to 

recommend that the council proceed with transferring the whole site to the Town Council, which 

would then take steps to allocate some areas as amenity open space, some as local Nature 

Reserve, and some as allotment land. 

 

14.32. Budget Recommendation for 2015-16 

The committee considered its budget allocations for the coming financial year. It noted that the 

£30,000 per annum investment was now being treated as allocated reserve. It also noted that 

the Senior Estate Worker was being required to carry out a very wide range of tasks, and would 

require further support in the coming financial year if his productivity was to be maintained. 

 

Resolved: To recommend a further £30,000 allocation to the Allotments Development budget. 

To take £9,000 for the running of the sites from revenue. 

 

Resolved: To ask the Finance, Property and Employment Committee to look at employing an 

additional estate worker for the coming growing season and to ask Policy and Resources to 

ensure that the budget allocations are sufficient. 

 

The meeting closed at 11.45am 


