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Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm on 

13 June 2017 in Town Hall, Workington 

 

D Rollo (Chair)  Present 

B Cannon Present 

B Dixon Apologies 

A Lawson Apologies 

P McHarry Present 

A McGuckin Absent 

B Miskelly Present 

J Osborn Absent 

B Reville Apologies 

T Wardley Absent 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk. One member of public. 

 

Note this meeting was originally scheduled for 1 June 2017, but was inquorate. 

 

E17.1  Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllrs B Dixon, A Lawson and W Reville. 

 

E17.2  Declarations of Interest 

Cllr D Rollo drew the committee’s attention to her membership of Salterbeck 

Residents Association (item 9b). 

 

E17.3  Exclusion of Press and Public 

Councillors agreed to exclude the press and public from the consideration of Item 14, 

due to the confidential nature of the matter. 

 

E17.4   Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 13 March 2017 were affirmed as a true record. 

 

E17.5  Allotment Waiting Lists 

The committee considered a recommendation from officers that the existing waiting 

lists system be restructured to allow tenants to be matched with sites and plots more 

effectively. There was concern that this might lead to accusations of favouritism. 

However it was noted that the system would still treat every prospective tenant 

equally, but that their application depend on their preferred choice of site and the 

amount of work they were willing to do in preparation.  

 

Resolved: To adopt the procedures as outlined, but keep this process under review. 
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E17.6  New Allotment Structures Deposit 

The committee considered a proposal to verify the new allotment structures deposit 

scheme.  

 

Resolved: That the scheme be confirmed as requiring all allotment holders to seek 

permission and pay a £25 for any new structure above 1m in height on their 

allotment. The deposit will be held until such time as the tenant removes the 

structure, or seeks permission for it to remain, at which point a third party may make 

a new deposit. The process to be explained clearly in the new allotments handbook. 

 

E17.7   Vermin Control 

The committee considered a proposal to renew vermin control measures across the 

allotment estate and seek costings for alternatives. There was some concern that this 

duty should be borne by tenants themselves, however it was noted that it is a duty 

upon landlords to ensure their properties are not nuisances. Complaints about vermin 

usually come from outside the estate.  

 

Resolved: To adopt the approach outlined in the report, using contractors across the 

estate as required. The council will seek to reduce its vermin control overheads by 

improving the environment on the various sites.  

 

To review the costs for ongoing control, with a view to bringing the service in house if 

it is more cost effective. 

 

E17.8.  Allotment Developments 

The committee received a brief update on other issues around the allotment estate 

including the move to self-governance at Newlands Lane, which was awaiting the 

completion of agreed works, the completion of water supply troughs at Cranbourne 

Street and the ongoing work at Northside. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

Part Two 

 

E17.9  Allotment Issues 

The following items were considered following a resolution to exclude the press and 

public under the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960 due to their 

confidential nature. 

 

a) An issue concerning an allotment holder on Stoneleigh. 

 

b) An issue concerning allotment holders on Mountain View. 

 

Confidential minutes of these decisions are on file. 

 

The press and public were readmitted to the meeting. 

 

E17.10  Flood and Emergency Planning 
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The clerk reported that there was a new initiative for a community emergency refuge 

at the Helena Thompson Museum and that measures install flood sack storage at 

Barepot and Hall Park View had stalled temporarily due to staff time, but would 

hopefully be completed over the summer. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

E17.11.  Frostoms Road Back Lane 

The Clerk gave a brief verbal report on the delivery of the environmental 

improvements to Frostoms Road back lane. The final bill of around £68,000 would be 

settled as soon as the lighting had been completed. It was understood that there had 

been a query from Electricity North West Ltd, which was awaiting resolution before 

the lighting could be turned on. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

E17.12  Workington in Bloom 

The committee received a brief update on the progress of the Workington in Bloom  

programme for 2017, which was developing satisfactorily, before considering the 

following applications for Workington in Bloom funding: 

 

a) Helena Thompson Museum 

To introduce an arbour for climbing plants creating a focal point, improving 

upon the work carried out last year. £500 will cover the cost of arbour and 

plants. 

 

Resolved: To make a grant of £500 

 

b) Salterbeck Residents Association 

To replace existing plants and Salterbeck Estate and introduce new large 

planters. 

 

Resolved: To make a grant of £500 

 

c) Workington Academy 

To source material for SEN students and those who suffer from mental health 

concerns, to relax and enjoy. 

 

Resolved: To make a grant of £500 

 

d) Beckstone Primary School Gardening Club 

To develop mini beast hotels, plant pots and baskets to support bees and 

develop scientific enquiry 

 

Resolved: To make a grant of £500 

 

e) Church Road Youth  - Harrington Youth Club 

To purchase hanging baskets and plants for flower beds on Harrington 

Marina to enhance the harbour side area. 
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Resolved: To make a grant of £500 

 

f) Community Hall Bolton Street 

Purchase 4 managers to replace existing ones; these will be higher to ease 

access. Purchase 2 hanging baskets, 

 

Resolved: To make a grant of £500 

 

E17.13  Harrington Reservoir 

The committee considered a proposal to pay WREN of £5,375 from the Nature Areas 

budget to unlock £50,000 grant towards the renovation of Harrington Reservoir. 

 

Resolved: To make the payment from the Nature Areas budget. 

 

E17.14  Items held over 

Cllr Miskelly left at 6.55pm, at which point the committee became inquorate. The 

following items were therefore held over for a subsequent meeting: Back Lanes 

future work and policy; Workington in Bloom; Seats policy; play area development; 

bus shelter provision, budget allocations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


