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Minutes of a Meeting of Workington Town Council Culture Committee on Monday 

16 September 2013 at 6pm in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 

 
P J Wright chair P M Rollo 
P N Schofield vice chair   
P C Armstrong   
P P Bales 
P M Jones 
P Mrs H Harrington 
P Mr  M Heaslip 

Ab Mr G Humes 
Ap A Lawson 
P M Rae 

 

 

C13.28  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr A Lawson. 

 

C13.29  Declarations of Interest 

Cllr C Armstrong declared an interest that is not pecuniary in item 13d) because the applicant 

was her brother and therefore she had an unresolved conflict of interest.  

 

C13.30  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

There were no issues from which the press and the public should be excluded. 

 

C13.31  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the meetings on 15 July and 14 August 2013 were confirmed as true records. 

 

C13.32  Grants and Funding Requests 

The chair decided to consider the grants and funding requests as an early item in consideration 

of those making representations. 

 

a) Moorclose Junior Football Club 

The club requested a grant of £500 for strips, goalposts, nets, corner flags, track suits, balls.  



 

The committee noted that this was a new venture and that so far it had proved popular. 

 

Resolved to make a grant of £500 providing the Club could satisfactorily demonstrate that its 

safeguarding policy for children included relevant Disclosure and Barring Service (formerly 

CRB) checks.  

 

b) Workington Transport Heritage Group 

The group sought a grant for £50 to assist with the Christmas Day bus service around 

Workington. 

Resolved to make a grant of £50. 

 

c) Workington Rotary Beer Festival 

The Rotary Club of Workington invited the council to sponsor an aspect of their Oktober Beer 

Festival. 

Cllr Heaslip declared an interest that was not pecuniary because he is a member of the Rotary 

Club of Workington. 

The committee noted that it would not be appropriate to sponsor a beer barrel, but thought that 

an advert would be acceptable. 

Resolved to sponsor £90 worth of advertising in the Festival programme. 

 

d) Workington Reds Ladies team 

The team requested a grant of £250 for a strapping and taping course for the team physio. 

Cllr Armstrong withdrew. 

The committee did not feel that the proposed course would be a valid use of their grant funding. 

Resolved To not give a grant on this occasion. 

 

 e) Workington FC Youth Inclusion 

The council has been asked if it will repeat the sponsorship arrangement from 2012 in which it 

paid £670 toward the entry to the ground of a number of school children. The council had 

offered this as a part of its policy of promoting youth participation in sport both as spectators 

and participants. 

The committee considered that the funding in 2012 had been a success but that going forward it 

wished the money to be used for more practical youth inclusion activities. 

 

Resolved: To contact the club to see how youth inclusion could be promoted through a small 

grant. 

 

 



 f) Workington Heritage Group 

The Group requested a one off capital grant of £5,000 for the development of a new educational 

facility in the Helena Thompson Museum’s Long Gallery. 

 

There was a short presentation from the group explaining how they had succeeded in reducing 

their overheads and increasing their revenues from the modernisation that had gone on so far. 

The next stage they wanted to improve was the educational facilities, increasing the town’s 

awareness of the work of John Christian Curwen and other pioneers and improving the displays 

on industry. This would be complemented by outreach work to schools, with ten already 

booked. The museum had four part-time staff and 75 volunteers. Other funding sources 

included the Neighbourhood Forums and the Coalfields Regeneration Trust. 

The committee noted that the museum had not received very much funding from the council 

over the years and that the promotion of learning was one of the council’s aims. The committee 

further noted that there was an underspend of £5,979 for the 2012-13 and some of this might be 

made available to the Museum. 

 

Resolved: to give a grant of £5,000. 

 

 g) Workington Heritage Group 

The heritage group were seeking sponsorship of up to £10,000 for the development of lighting 

on the façade of Workington Hall. 

The committee heard how a lighting experiment was being arranged that night and that funding 

was also being sought from Allerdale Borough Council, the owners of the site. 

 

Resolved: To defer any consideration of funding pending further knowledge of what the 

Borough Council were proposing to bring to the scheme. 

 

C13.33  Christmas Lights 2013 and Winter Festival  

The committee heard the clerk report that the Christmas lights were in hand by the council’s 

Christmas Lights organiser and were shown a plan of where the lighting was proposed for this 

year. They discussed the possibility of extending the lighting up Ramsay Brow and the clerk 

explained that he believed this was not as simple as it might seem, because of the status of the 

road and the proximity of the traffic lights, however he would take this back to the Christmas 

Lights organiser to see what could be done. 

 

It was noted that in 2012 a third Christmas tree was requested from Iggesund. 

 

It was reported by a councillor that Washington Square tenants had raised an issue at a recent 

Town Centre forum about lighting in the Shopping Centre. 



  

The chair reported that she would be attending a meeting on 19 Sep to discuss the Christmas 

Festival, which would give the council an opportunity to ensure the comments made following 

last year’s ‘Winter Wonderland’ were effectively taken on board. She would report back to the 

committee on how the process had gone. 

 

Resolved: The clerk to discuss the lighting on Ramsay Brow and the third Christmas tree with 

the Christmas Lights organiser. 

 

Resolved: To raise the issue of Washington Square lights with the Town Centre Manager. 

 

C13.34. Schools Festival 2013 

The clerk explained what arrangements had been made so far for the proposed Schools Music 

Festival. It was noted that councillors did a great deal of work last year but that this effort was 

not sustainable. A professional organiser was being briefed, the hall was booked and schools 

had had an initial notice which would be followed up very shortly with a call for contributors. 

Resolved: To note the arrangements 

 

C13.35. Rugby League World Cup 

The chair outlined her actions to date on the arrangements for the Rugby World Cup. The 

committee was reminded that a budget of £10,000 was set and this had been committed for 

advertising and a civic reception. 

Resolved:  To note the arrangements 

 

C13.36.  Monument to the Mineworkers of Workington 

Councillors considered a proposal that a piece of public art should be commissioned to 

commemorate the role of mineworkers in the history of Workington. It was noted that there were 

other proposals around the town for a steel workers’ memorial and that the quality of any 

proposed work was important. Councillors were in favour of the idea in principal and agreed that 

is should be pursued, first by locating a possible site, second by investigating likely cost, and 

third by considering ideas for design. 

Resolved: To engage with other interested parties, including the press in a call for suggested 

sites. 

 

C13.37. Twinning 20th Anniversary Festival 

Cllr Jones reported on that plans for a three-day event to mark the 20th anniversary now looked 

a little ambitious; however a one-day event on the weekend of 5 September 2014 seemed 

possible. A proposal was being developed to have bands performing in Vulcan’s Park on the 

Saturday, including local performers and those from Selm and Val de Reuil. 



Resolved: To support the plans as they emerged and to ensure that some appropriate budget 

allocation was made. 

 

C13.38.  Other event 

The committee considered what other events might require planning. 

 

It was agreed that bringing live music to the centre of town was a good idea and proposals for 

more should be brought forward. 

 

It was noted that the Mayor could be deployed more frequently in handing over the payment of 

grants. 

 

It was suggested that children singing around a Christmas tree was a very evocative celebration 

of Christmas, and this should be investigated. 

 

Resolved: To bring forward proposals for bands in the town centre and for children singing 

around a Christmas tree. 

 

C13.39  Review of Culture budget and resources 

The Committee reviewed the Culture budget and expenditure for the current year. 

 

The committee noted that the clerk proposed to combine the budget for Armed Forces Day with 

that of Remembrance. 

 

It was noted that the delivery of events was a challenge to the capacity of the council and that 

this accounted in some way for some of the underspends last year and projected for this year. It 

was suggested that an Events and Promotions Officer might help the council deliver its 

ambitions better. 

Resolved: That the clerk brings forward a proposal for an Events Officer. 

 

Cllr Harrington left the meeting at this point (7.44pm). 

 

C13.40  Changes to the Budgeting Allocations for 2014-15. 

The Committee considered the way the Culture budget is allocated. 

 

It was noted that the Anchor on Northside Roundabout was believed to be Town Council 

property 

 



There was some discussion of possible funding aims including the Helena Thompson Museum. 

It was noted that the council felt it ought to have more input to the Helena Thompson Museum 

Trust and would welcome further discussion as to how the council’s aims could be 

accommodated within the Museum and its governance. 

 

The committee felt that the grant system was not very satisfactory at present and required a 

further focus. 

 

The council’s service plan should include the commitments to youth participation in sport.  

The discussion would be focussed when the budget for 2014 was being set by Policy and 

Resources. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.15pm 


