
 

WORKINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
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Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.com 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council held at 7pm on 

Wednesday 5 June 2013 in the Derwentmouth Conference Room, St Michael’s 

Church, Workington 

 

Ap Mrs C Armstrong P Mr C Holding 

P Mr W Bacon Ap Mr G Humes 

Ap Mrs M Bainbridge P Mrs E Johnsen 

P Mrs L Baldry P Mr F Johnston 

P Mrs A Bales P Mrs M Jones 

P Mr P Bales P Mr R Jones 

P Mr J Bechelli P Mr B Miskelly 

P Mr J Bracken P Mr J Osborn 

Ap Mrs B Cannon Ap Mrs M Rae 

Ap Ms D Coe P Mr W Reville 

Ab Mr M Fryer Ap Mr M Rollo 

P Mr K Hansen P Mr N Schofield 

P Mr N Hardy P Mr S Stoddart 

P Mrs H Harrington P Mrs J Wright 

P Mr M Heaslip P Cllr A Lawson 

 

Preceding notes 

The meeting was preceded by prayers led by the Mayor’s Chaplain, Father Paul 

Swarbrick. There were no issues raised by members of the public in the public 

participation session. 

 

Minutes 

13.10.  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Bainbridge, Armstrong, Cannon, 

Coe, Humes, Rae and Rollo.  

 

13.11.  Declarations of Interest 



 

There were no further declarations of interest relating to matters which appeared on 

the agenda, but which had not been previously declared on members’ declarations of 

pecuniary interest and other interests. 

 

13.12   Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 

Meetings Act 1960) 

No items were considered.. 

 

13.13.  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 8 May 2013 were received and affirmed as a true 

record. 

 

13.14.  Police Report 

Inspector Gary Hunter introduced himself as the new police officer in charge of 

Workington. Insp Hunter reported the latest crime statistics for borough council wards 

in the Workington area, observing that St Michael’s Ward continued to attract the 

lion’s share of crime reporting. From 21 June the police would initiate a ‘Streetsafe’ 

programme aimed at reducing anti-social behaviour, truancy and other problems. 

They were also discussing with partners the deployment of a ‘mosquito’ anti loitering 

device and dispersal orders if necessary. Although burglaries and criminal damage 

were slightly up in Moss Bay Ward, other areas were fairly quiet or static. Increased 

patrols by plain clothes officers and PCSOs would be deployed to reduce incidents. 

Alcohol in the town centre continued to present challenges and the police were 

working with licensees and door staff to reduce problems. Approaches included the 

use of s27 banning orders (Violent Crime Reduction Act, 2006). 

 

Councillors were able to ask questions about the current issues. It was noted that the 

arrival of a chemists in Moorclose had not given rise to any problems. A councillor 

raised a query about the power of PCSOs in relation to obstruction outside schools. 

Insp Hunter resolved to report back to councillors on the difference in powers 

between officers. It was noted that police had recently been called to deal with 6-9 

year olds playing football in Harrington. Insp Hunter explained that officers 

responding to a call were not always aware of the ages of ‘youths’ being reported. 

There was some discussion of the impact of the Appleby New Fair on crime in the 



 

town, and Insp Hunter asked councillors to report any incidents to the police. He 

asked that any community issues could be raised with him through the Town Clerk. 

 

Resolved: That the council notes the report. 

 

13.15.  Mayoral Announcements 

The mayor thanked councillors for their support in his new role and reported his 

attendance at the following civic events: 

9 May   Delivering flowers around residential homes in Harrington, Westfield, 

Ashfield, town and Stainburn. 

9 May  Twinning Association event at Lakes College with the Mayor of Selm 

11 May  Carnegie Singers concert in St John’s Church 

15 May Allerdale Mayor Making 

20 May Maryport Mayor Making 

25 May Moorclose Pharmacy Open Day 

28 May  ADHD Sponsored Walk at the Minto Centre 

28 May  Iggesund Bio Power Boiler Inauguration Ceremony 

29 May  West Winds and Richmond Park visits with the Mayor of Allerdale 

1 June  Judging ‘Dancing in the Street’ under the hub with Cllr Joan Wright 

2 June  Attended ‘The Big Lunch’ at the Oval Centre at Salterbeck 

 

13.16.  Committee Membership 

The Clerk reported that Cllr Stoddart did not want to be on the Planning or Allotments 

committees, and Cllr Holding had resigned from the Planning Committee. 

Nominations were sought from the floor. 

 

Resolved Cllr J Bracken was nominated to the Allotments committee. 

Vacancies remain on the Planning Committee. 

 

Reports from Committees 

13.17.  Allotments Committee 

a) The chair of the Allotments Committee was not present so the clerk reported. A 

date had been set for the Waiting List to be reviewed. The committee had 

recommended the direct employment of an Estate Worker. Two meetings had been 

held with tenants, one well-attended (for residents from Newlands Lane, Stoneleigh, 



 

Northside and Soapery, the other poorly attended (for tenants at Mountain View, 

Cranbourne Street, Annie Pit, Feenans and Beeby Street). 

 

Tenants had been concerned that their rents might rise, that water bills were too dear 

and that sites were insecure. Other concerns including vermin/pests, the use of 

skips, the loss of the pensioners’ concession, the number of vacant plots, path 

maintenance, site inspections, flood management and the timings of the rental 

period. Japanese knotweed was becoming a problem and some tenants requested a 

return to Laundry Field. The site at Stoneleigh had been in the papers because of the 

question marks over its future use. 

 

Resolved: That the council notes the report. 

 

b) Minutes of the Allotments Committee meeting on 1 May 2013 

Resolved: That the council accept the minutes. 

 

13.18.  Culture Committee 

a) The chair of the Culture Committee reported that the event to mark the 60th 

anniversary of the Queen’s Coronation ‘A Right Royal Do’ had been well received.. 

There were four current projects ongoing – Christmas lights and festival, the Rugby 

League world cup and the promotion of youth sport. It had been suggested that Cllr 

M Jones be co-opted to this committee for her work on Twinning, but she had 

declined. 

 

Resolved: That the council notes the report. 

 

b) Minutes of the Culture Committee meeting on 13 May 2013 

Resolved: That the council accept the minutes. 

 

13.19.  Environment Committee 

a) The Chair of the Environment Committee was not present and the Vice Chair was 

not prepared to report, so the clerk gave a brief account of the committee’s activities, 

confirming that the renovation of the Back Lanes at Harrington Road and Frostoms 

Road had finally begun. 

 



 

There was some discussion of how the Back Lanes renovation project could retain 

momentum without major external funding support. It was noted that the adoption of 

the Back Lanes by Cumbria County Council was vital to the ongoing sustainability of 

the Town Council’s efforts, and that partnership working with the County Council was 

a prerequisite. A councillor asked if it was time to consider whether the cost was too 

great. It was suggested that the council had made long term commitments to the 

work and the project should be seen through as best as it could be.  

 

Resolved: That the council notes the report. 

 

b) Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting on 23 May 2013 

Resolved: That the council accept the minutes. 

 
Workington In Bloom sub Committee minutes from 18 April 2013, 13 May 2013 

and 23 May 2013  

Resolved: That the council accept the minutes. 

 
c) The council considered the expenditure in E13.6, confirming £45,827.50 as the 

spend, including contingencies, on Back Lane work at 89-119 Harrington Road. 

 
Resolved: That the council approves the expenditure, exercising its powers under 
s137 of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 
d) The council considered the recommendations for expenditure from the Cumbria in 

Bloom sub committee in E13.9 for £10,332 on the provision and maintenance of 

mangers and hanging baskets. 

 

Resolved: That the council approves the expenditure, exercising its powers under 

s144 of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 

e)  The council considered the recommendation from the Environment Committee 

(E13.12) that they approve the development of a partnership with Allerdale Borough 

Council for the employment of an officer in the town to deliver Town Council 

objectives on the Nature Reserves and the natural environment. 

There was considerable discussion about whether this represented a backdoor way 

for Allerdale to meet a shortfall in their own funding. It was suggested the money 



 

might be better spent directly on bringing Harrington and Salterbeck reservoirs up to 

higher environmental standards. 

 

It was queried why this issue had come before Full Council when Environment had 

rejected a proposal once. It was observed that this was a different proposal from the 

‘Workington Ranger’ considered in March 2013, and was a response to the 

committee’s requirement to recommend an action to spend the budget set for Nature 

Reserves.  

 

Following further discussion on the appropriateness of the proposal, with the general 

consensus that action was required but it was the substance of that action that was 

being debated, the issue was voted upon as written.  

In favour  10 

Against  8 

Abstentions 2 

 

Resolved: To approve the recommendation in E13.12. 

 
13.20.  Finance, Property and Employment Committee 

a) The Chair of the Finance, Property and Employment Committee reported that a 

new Asset Register was being compiled, but this was still a work in progress. The 

council was seeking a new internal auditor following the retirement of Keith Miller. 

The committee was considering how best to promote the work of the council through 

the media, website, notice boards and newsletters. The committee had done work on 

the proposal for an estate worker, and an advisory panel would be assisting the clerk, 

assuming council agreed to the committee’s recommendation. 

 

There was a query about the ongoing publicity for the council, and it was suggested 

that the work on the Back Lanes presented a fine opportunity for a press release. 

 

Resolved: That the council notes the report. 

 

 

b) Minutes of the Finance, Property and Employment Committee meeting on 25 April 

2013 (Land and Property only), 20 May 2013 and 4 June 2013  

 



 

Resolved: That the council accept the minutes. 

 

c)  Annual Return for 2013 

The council considered the Annual Return and the recommendation from FPE in 

minute F13.9 

 

Resolved: That the council approve the Annual Return for 2012-13. 

 

d) Financial Regulations 

The council considered the Financial Regulations, recommended for adoption in 

F13.13. 

 

Resolved: That the council approve the adoption of the Financial Regulations. 

 

e)   Estate Worker 

The council considered the recommendation in F13.26 that it approve the 

employment of an estate worker. It was confirmed that the employment would be for 

a fixed term of two years initially. It was observed that the job description might be 

simplified by emphasising that the main purpose of the role was to work on the 

allotments. Other councillors did not think this was necessary, and that the job 

description was better in a fuller form. 

 

Resolved: That the council should employ an estate worker. The process to be 

managed by the clerk and overseen by FPE. 

 
13.21   Planning Committee 

a) The Chair of the Planning Committee reported that attendance at meetings had 

been poor and that councillors were urged to take an active part in the committee 

process. It was noted that the Borough Council had extended the deadline for 

comments on the Core Strategy, and this should be discussed at the next available 

planning meeting. 

 

Resolved: That the council notes the report. 

Resolved: That the Core Strategy consultation be considered at the next available 

Planning Committee meeting. 

 



 

b) Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings on 7 May 2013 

Resolved: That the council accept the minutes. 

 

13.22   Policy and Resources Committee 

a) The Chair of the Policy and Resources Committee was not present so there was 

no report. It was noted that they were considering the system for committee 

nominations and the council’s grant system. 

 

b) Minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee meetings on 14 May 2013 

Resolved: That the council accept the minutes. 

 

13.23.  Past Mayors’ Group 

Cllr M Jones reported that the Past Mayors Group had held three meetings now and 

had developed two strands of work – biographies of former mayors, and guidance for 

new mayors, so a structure is available. 

 

It was noted that the mayoral pro forma had been re-introduced and that mayors 

should ‘always carry a speech’, to deal with the eventuality. 

 

13.24.  Town Hall Project 

The clerk reported on the progress made on the Town Hall Project. The consultant’s 

report was expected imminently. There was some discussion about where the report 

should go, whether it should be P&R, FPE, or Full Council. 

 

Resolved: To bring the consultant’s report to Full Council, convening an 

extraordinary meeting if required. 

 

13.25.  Subscriptions and Memberships 

The council’s reviewed its current subscriptions and memberships as follows: 

 

Cumbria Playing Fields Association 

It was noted that the organisation claims a good level of support amongst Cumbrian 

local councils, and is active giving grants to a variety of sport and recreation 

organisations. Membership price for 2013-14 is £70. 

 



 

Resolved: To renew the council’s subscription. 

 

Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) 

The clerk explained that the council had been paying his predecessor’s subscription 

to SLCC, but that it was entirely at the council’s discretion whether it wished to 

continue. Some benefits included the advice given on the Clerk’s contract. 

Membership fees for 2013-14 £227 

 

Resolved: To renew the clerk’s subscription 

 

Cumbria Association of Local Councils (CALC) 

The clerk reported that he had received legal advice from CALC on a number of 

issues, and used the members area of their website on several more occasions. It 

was noted that the clerk was a former CALC employee. It was also observed that 

although Workington is the largest parish in Allerdale – and the second largest in 

Cumbria – it still only received the same voting rights at CALC as the smallest fee 

paying Parish Meeting. 

 

Membership fee for 2013-14 £971 

Resolved: To renew the council’s subscription. 

Resolved: To raise the issue of one member one vote with CALC. 


